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PUBLISHER’ 5S 


NOTE 


HE SPORT OF professional wrestling has reached 
what history will one day record as a crossroads. 
With the emergence of Total Nonstop Action as a 
legitimate threat to the total nonstop domination WWE 
has enjoyed in North America for the last 4 years, the 


business is again buzzing with excitement. 

As the largest (make that on/y) independent publisher of professional wrestling 
magazines, we at London Publishing have also come to a crossroads of sorts. We 
have revamped our schedule of magazines in a way that might surprise some of 
you, but ultimately makes a tremendous amount of sense and will greatly en- 
hance the way we report on the sport. 

Beginning with the issue you hold in your hands, we have made the decision to 
consolidate two of our three big brand names—Insibe WresTLING and THE WRESTLER— 
on a regular basis. As most of you already know, this is not exactly a new concept. A 
couple of years ago, we boldly began to experiment twice a year with combining 
INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER aS a double issue, with one magazine starting at 
One cover and the other starting on the flip side. We couldn't be happier with the 
result, and your feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. 

One reader had a comment that really made us think. She wrote: “! love the com- 
bined issue so much, my question to you is why even put out separate issues of 
INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER? If you combined all of the issues, it would be like 
Smackdown merging with Raw again—the best of all worlds.” 

The Raw-Smackdown analogy really hit home. Sometimes we get a little frus- 
trated over the fact that when we go to a WWE show, we’re really only seeing half 
the top stars. We want it all and expect it all. And so do our readers. So beginning 
with this issue, the combined InsipE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER Magazines will come to 
you in two formats on an alternating basis: The first is the “flip-flop” double issues 
you like so much, and the second is our INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER SPECIALS, 
which you’re about to read. 

You'll see that rather than run two issues in one, we have chosen popular 
departments from both titles (along with the feature stories, of course) to produce 
one magazine. If you're familiar with the contents of THE WRESTLER and INSIDE 
WresTLING, you'll see which departments we kept in and which we did not. If you 
don’t see one of your favorites, don’t worry; it should be back in our next issue, the 
148-page double. 

Most importantly, we made this switch to accommodate the desires of the 
majority of our readers, so if you have any suggestions, I'd like to hear from you 
personally. You can write me at P.O. Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034 or 
e-mail me at londonpub@kappapublishing.com. 

A note to those of you who have existing subscriptions to INsipE WRESTLING or THE 
WrestLer: You will receive the combination issues at equal value. And to those who 
want to subscribe in the future: Keep you eyes out for a very special offer, either 
through the magazine or out Web site, www.pwi-online.com, in the near future. 








STU SAKS pueuspaas 
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COVER PHOTOS: 
BATISTA and KURT ANGLE/SHAWN MICHAELS 
BY GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


COVER DESIGN: 
DAVID ROMANOSKY 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE By STU SAKS 
SINCERELY YOURS 

NAMES MAKIN’ NEWS BY HARRY BURKETT 
THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 

ON THE ROAD WITH DAVE LENKER 

NO HOLDS BARRED WITH WILL WELSH 
THE INSIDER BY BRANDI MANKIEWICZ 
BLINDSIDED BY HARRY BURKETT 

ON ASSIGNMENT By LIZ HUNTER 

FROM BELL TO BELL BY MIKE QUACKENBUSH 
PLAIN SPEAKING WITH MATT BROCK 
INTRODUCING ANDREW RYKER 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ... NICK BOCKWINKEL? 
BY SCOTT TEAL 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
Q & A: CARLITO 


FLASHBACK: 1986 
(MAGNUM T.A.’s HORRIFYING CAR ACCIDENT) 


WRESTLING’S GREATEST PHOTOS 


THE WRESTLING ANALYST: 
JOHN BRADSHAW LAYFIELD 


EDITORS’ ROUNDTABLE 
OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


WWE (X) WRESTLERS & TNA: 
WHO WILL THRIVE AND WHO WILL DIVE 
WWE’s scraps could be TNA’s gems (well, some anyway) 


STOP STALLING! WE DEMAND BATISTA vs. LESNAR! 


Batista wants it, and Lesnar’s back in the game, so why not! 


FIT TO BE TIED? ANGLE & MICHAELS 
MUST SETTLE UP AT WRESTLEMANIA! 


There must be a winner, and it must be determined on the big stage 


AMERICA’S MOST TAINTED: HOW HARRIS & STORM 
RUINED THEIR CHANCES WITH THE FANS ... FOREVER! 


Turning heel is one thing, but hooking up with Jeff Jarrett?! 


RAW EMOTIONS: 
THE McMAHONS REUNITE FOR ONE STUNNING NIGHT! 


All four got stunners, and now it appears they’re all back 


KOBASHI vs. SAMOA JOE: 
IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE AN “EXHIBITION” . 
IT TURNED INTO A WAR! 


Many ROH fans called it the best match they’d ever seen 


EERE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EEE EERE EERE EEE REE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EERE EERE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EERE EER ERE REE e ee Eee - 


Look for the next combined issue of The Wrestler/Inside Wrestling (Volume 5, 2006), on sale January 31 
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THE AWESOME 
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The largest, most colorful magazine specials we’ve ever 
published are now being offered at unbelievable savings! 
Order the four-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2000) 

The first magazine of its kind, this 180-page edition takes a full-color, 
month-by-month look at Y2K, the most tumultuous year in the sport’s 
history. 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2002) 
| A spectacular look back at the tumultuous year that was 2002. 180 
e809 > | pages of insightful analysis, electrifying photos, and those amazing 
my mae w r Jason Conlan caricatures! 
crew NW WAN | 
Liat vee ae, | >>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2003) 
PRES i The year in review, memorable quotes, winners & losers, great 


photos, and more of twisted Conlan! 180 pages. 


| 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2004) 

2004 will be remembered as a transitional year for pro wrestling, 
in more ways than one! Month-by-month details. 164 pages! 
Amazing photos! This year’s caricatures by Lash LeRoux! 


ad) VET Please send me the 
J specials I’ve indicated below. | am enclosing $9.95 per 
copy (plus $2 postage and handling) as payment in full for each issue. OR let me save more than 
30% by ordering the SuperSet of all four for $28.00 (plus $4 postage and handling). 


1] 2000 WRESTLING ANNUAL-—Spring 2001 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


[] 2002 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2003 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 

1) 2003 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2004 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 

1 2004 WRESTLING ANNUAL—Spring 2005 
($9.95 plus $2 for postage and handling) 


C) 
($28.00 plus $4 for postage and handling) 
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Please indicate method of payment: 
(_) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


(_} Visa (] MasterCard # 
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|am a long-time fan 
of The Ultimate War- 
rior, and I've watched 
the commercials for the 
new DVD, The Self-De- 
struction Of The Ulti- 
mate Warrior. \t makes 
me sick to see how 
Vince McMahon only 
uses people in the DVD 
with whom he is either 
mm tight with or can con- 
7 trol. The way Hulk Ho- 
| gan, Triple-H, and even 
Jim Ross badmouth the 
} Warrior is an insult. 
Hogan is a sham, a 
crybaby who always 
has to have things his 
j way, and if he doesn't, 
he takes his ball and 
s bat and goes home. He 
Hulk Hogan was one of many in WWE to rip The never wants anyone to 
Ultimate Warrior in WWE's recent Warrior DvD De as big as he is or to 
release. Jason Rice wasn’t happy about it and stand in the same spot- 
en eee ee light as him. The same 
can be said for Triple-H. | like and respect Jim Ross, but 
he’s the last person who should be talking trash. 
Warrior could have gone on Byte This! to defend 
himself against all this criticism (he was invited), but 
instead chose not to. Was that unprofessional? Maybe, 
but | prefer to think of it as smart. It would have almost 
certainly resulted in an ambush and a smear campaign, 
and | think Warrior knew this. If he wants to come back, 
he will, but it will be on his terms. 


Aie.\ 8 





JASON RICE 
vampirefan2976@yahoo.com 


Vince McMahon’s firing of Jim Ross was absolutely 
uncalled for. The man didn’t do anything wrong at 
“WWE Homecoming.” It wasn’t him in the ring stunning 
one McMahon after the next. Yet, because of his associ- 
ation with the man who did, “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, 
he paid the price when the McMahons took out their 
frustrations on him and fired him on live TV. 
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What a mistake! Doesn’t Vince McMahon know who 
Jim Ross is? He wasn’t just the voice of Raw—he was 
the voice of wrestling! So many of my wrestling memo- 
ries have him calling the action, and I’m pretty sure that 
I’ve substituted his voice for Tony Schiavone’s or 
Michael Cole’s a few times in the past, too. That's how 
much he’s meant to wrestling, and especially to me. 

Also, Jonathan Coachman can't fill Ross’ shoes. For 
one, he’s way too smug. For two, he doesn’t have the 
talent. And, for three, he doesn’t have the knowledge of 
the sport’s history that Ross has. I’m all for giving peo- 
ple shots, but | don’t think Coach is going to have what 
it takes over the long haul. 

Jim Ross is a legend in this business. He deserved to 
go out in style—not at the heels of the family he helped 
make rich. 

PAUL SINGER 
Minneapolis, MN 





How many times has J.R. been beaten, bloodied, or humiliated on 
TV? Paul Singer and a lot of other fans agree that his on-air firing 
in October was the worst of the worst. 








































SEND LETTERS TO: 
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P.O. BOX 1148, FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
OR E-MAIL LETTERS TO 


| never watched TNA when it was carried on Fox Sports 
Net. | never had a clue when it was on, if it was going to 
be pre-empted by local sports, or even if it was worth 
bothering with even if | Knew when it was going to air. 

Now that I’ve caught TNA’s initial airings of /mpact on 
Spike TV, | wish | had taken the time. TNA hasn’t com- 
pletely made me forget about WCW, the promotion | grew 
up watching, but it definitely has a big place in the sport. 
It's a far cry from WWE, and that’s a good thing, because 
it’s an honest alternative, not just some cheap ripoff. 

The wrestlers TNA features aren’t the prototypical body- 
builder types, and they don’t wrestle the prototypical match- 
es, either. The X division is just awesome! It’s so good and 
So different that | can’t even describe it. It's definitely not 
ECW style, but it has some similarities. It’s not Lucha, either, 
but I’ve seen some of Lucha’s influence in the style. I’m not 
sure what it is, but it’s just an all-around exciting division. 

So far, TNA has me hooked—| just wish that | had 
taken the time to get hooked sooner. 

MELANIE RENALI 
Blacksburg, VA 


| hope that what I’ve seen transpire with Eddie Guer- 
rero over the past few weeks is a sign that he’s finally 
coming back around to being a good guy. I’ve always 
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Eddie Guerrero sure has a strange love-hate relationship with fans. Manuel Ortega 
is pleased that “Latino Heat” is giving him good reasons to cheer him for now. 


been a fan of Eddie, but for some reason he has this 
habit of constantly making me question my loyalty to 
him. That whole mess with Rey Misterio’s son, Dom- 
inick, was completely unforgivable. | know that he was 
trying to get under Misterio’s skin, but a child’s life was 
involved! Who knows what kind of effect that mental 
trauma will have on Dominick years from now. 

At that point, | was really questioning why | liked him. 
But then Eddie went and did something that won me 
back: He befriended Batista and refused to use a steel 
chair on him when it could have helped him defeat Ba- 
tista for the World heavyweight title at No Mercy. To me, 
that showed guts, class, and that the Eddie Guerrero I’ve 
always rooted for was back in action. 

| hope Eddie remains on the straight-and-narrow. | 
want to see him win the World championship, and | want 
to support him and not feel bad about it when he does. 

MANUEL ORTEGA 
Santa Rosa, NM © 
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we ONTROVERSY, CHAOS, AND unforeseen cir- 
cumstances characterized TNA’s Bound For 
Glory pay-per-view on October 23. Amid the 
turmoil, emerged as the new NWA heavyweight 
champion—though not for long. 

Of course, Jeff was scheduled to defend the 
NWA title against that night, so how could 
Rhino emerge with the 10 pounds of gold? No, it wasn’t 
TNA’s usual penchant for swerves, but a last-minute 
scramble to recover from a scary real life situation. 

The situation began to unfold on October 22, when 
Nash, feeling ill, called 911 from his hotel room and was 
taken to a hospital in Orlando as a precautionary mea- 
sure. “Big Sexy” has a history of heart problems, so 
when he experienced some 
cardiac-related discomfort, 
he was taken for medical 
treatment. Cardiac ailments 
have affected Nash’s career 
in the past, most notably just 
before a showdown with 

( Ww) at 
Starrcade ‘97, causing him to 
miss the event. And, because 
Nash's father also suffered 
from heart problems, no one 
wanted to take any chances. 

That left a problem: Nash 
was scheduled to face Jarrett 
for the title the very next day. 
During a free countdown show 
that preceded Bound For 
Glory, TNA Director of Author- 
ity ‘kO ordered 
the entire roster to stick 
around until the end of the 
show because any one of 
them could be selected for 
the NWA title shot. Raven, 
who has yet to receive a re- 
match since losing the title to 
Jarrett in September, made 
the biggest fuss, but Rhino 
confronted the former champ, 
claiming Raven wasn’t the 
Same person he was five 
years ago, when he “would 


:LINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


MAKIN’ 
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BY HARRY BURKETT 


have killed guys like Zbyszko.” Rhino and Raven started 
brawling, with Rhino goring poor G twice 
before several wrestlers managed to separate them. 

Later in the show, Rhino won an over-the-top-rope 
number-one contender’s gauntlet to earn the right to 
face Jarrett. The wrestlers involved in the gauntlet 
were S, (formerly known as 

), | 

; , and . Rhino 
gored Abyss and threw him over the top rope to earn 
the title shot. Unfortunately for the exhausted Rhino, 
the NWA title match was next. 

Even with UFC star serving as the special 
referee, Jarrett tried to rely on outside interference and 
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DON’ WORRY, BABY! 
I BELIEEEVE 
DAT YOU DONE GOT Yo' SELF 
A "DWEEM"” AN’ YOU 
AIN'T EVEN ASLEEP! 
SO, LET'S GET TO WORK; 
IF YOU WIEEE-EEELL/ 
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NWA CHAMP FOR TWO DAYS 
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4 his unlimited num- 
4 ber of guitars to 
keep the title. 
feesiserraesscic ath attempted a 
. 4 splash from the 
S| top rope, but Ortiz 
caught the Korean 
beauty and threw 
her to the hard 
arena floor. Jarrett 
smashed Rhino 
over the head with 
a guitar and went 
for the cover. Rhi- 
no kicked out. 


arrived on 
the scene and hand- 
ed Jarrett another 
guitar. Rhino ducked 
the guitar shot, hit 
Jarrett with a mighty 
gore, and pinned 
him to win the NWA 
championship. 

The Detroit na- 
tive became the fifth 
man to hold both 
the NWA and ECW 
heavyweight titles. 


Rhino joined T 
ext | ¥4- B corino, and 
SS , and Raven 
Can we really trust this man now? in the growing club. 


Jarrett didn’t 
look all that angry as the PPV went off the air, however. 
Maybe that was because he had a plan. He was granted 
his rematch just two nights later at a TV taping, and 
although it looked like Rhino had him beat at one point, 
AMW interfered again and hit their death sentence finish- 
er on Rhino to help Jarrett get the pin and regain the gold. 

Also at Bound For Glory, X champion A.J. Styles 
pinned i aniels in a 30-minute “Ironman” 
bout ... The very busy Rhino beat Abyss, Sabu, and Jeff 
Hardy in a “Monsters’ Ball” match ... NWA tag team 
champions America’s Most Wanted beat 

s defeated Chris Sabin and 
y (formerly Known as ane) in an 
“Ultimate X” encounter ... beat the T 


a trio of B ode, Eric Young, and A 
Monty Brown pinned Lance Hoyt .. L ond, 
ix , and David 1 beat 
0, and Shi . Joe forced the leg- 


into Submission with the kokina 
't defeated StH , 


endary 


- Clutch ... 
& 


gE : 
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y, and Roderick ° in a four-way match on 
the free countdown show. 

Two weeks earlier, there were big headlines that 
came out of WWE’s No Mercy pay-per-view. World 
champion a, risking his neck and his title, agreed 
to face newfound friend in the main 
event. Although fans could see Guerrero struggling with 
his inner demons throughout the match, at one point 
grabbing a chair and then tossing it aside, “Latino Heat” 
put forward a solid and honorable effort. The end came 
when Guerrero attempted a sunset flip, but Batista— 
despite an injured lower back—managed to turn it into 
a spinebuster. The World champion power-bombed 
Guerrero to score the pinfall and retain his title. 

The gentlemanly Batista helped Guerrero to his 
feet, and “Latino Heat” shook hands with him. Guer- 
rero was still visibly upset, and Batista tested their 
friendship by turning his back on him, offering a free 
shot to attack him. Instead, Guerrero quietly left the 
ring. It seems as if Guerrero might have really changed, 
which begs the question: If Guerrero kept his compo- 
sure despite losing a World title match to Batista, why 
did rio Jr. drive him so crazy? | think there 
are some unrevealed issues there. 

lt was great to see ir. in action at No 
Mercy. He teamed with son to face inde 

er in a handicap casket match. Again, the elder 
Orton was underestimated. Bob Jr. was the difference- 
maker, spraying The Undertaker with a fire extinguisher 
and rolling him toward the casket. Randy, who had been 
knocked silly, regained his senses and used the fire 
extinguisher to knock Undertaker into the casket and 
score the victory. By the way, are we supposed to start 
calling Randy’s dad “Cowboy Classic”? 

Also at No Mercy, ‘a beat Nunz 
for the WWE cruiserweight title . in Bradshav 

eld used the clothesline from hell to pin Rey Mis- 


terio Jr. . dy defeated H sale 
U.S. champion Chris | defeated Ori Jordan, 
, and Christian in a four-way bout ... 
beat S : _— | Wa mal, 
reich, and Chr defeated 
y and Jo itro, along with their valet, Melina, 


in a mixed six-person match. 
Only a few days after WWE Chairman Vine 

| relieved ioss of his announcing duties and 
fired him in humiliating fashion on Raw, good ol’ J.R. 
underwent colon surgery for the removal of a tumor. 
Fortunately, the tumor was found to be benign, and you 
might even see him back calling Raw—either on USA or 
on wwe.com—by the time you read this. 

In a statement on wwe.com, Ross’ wife, Jan, said 
her husband was “hanging tough.” Stated Jan: “Yes- 
terday and today have been a little tough, but we are 
very happy with the way the surgery went. He is in 













“Da Crusher” was double-tough 


great hands and is being taken care of.” 

There is sadder news to report from Milwaukee, 

brie of perhaps ue greatest brawler of all-time. 

died on October 22, 
coreiniad by his farnily The Crusher was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor in May and was also battling stom- 
ach cancer. 

Lisowski began his career in 1949 at the Paris 
Ballroom, located on the South Side of Milwaukee. 
He first achieved fame when Chicago promoter F 

iler spotted him in the 1950s and made him a 
regular performer on his national program televised 
on the Dumont Network. 

The Crusher’s most notable achievements, however, 
came in the American Wrestling Association. He won the 
AWA World title on three occasions, twice from 

in 1963 and once from } in 
1965. During his fabulous 40-year career, The Crusher 
feuded with superstars from several hele includ- 


ing 2vens, | 
and J 

OF course, The Crusher is also known for his formida- 
ble partnership with Dick th er. The Crusher and 


The Bruiser dominated the Midwest, capturing the AWA 
World tag team title four times during the 1960s. His last 
great run occurred in 1984, when he and Bar 
ke enjoyed a three-month reign as AWA tag team 

champs. Y Re | ; steamrolled Crusher and 
the Baron to capture the belts and start a new era. 

The Crusher wrestled sporadically on WWF shows in 
Milwaukee area as recently as 1989. Lisowski was 79. 

n isn’t showing any sign of losing 
steam since defeating James son for the Ring of 
Honor title in September. In mid-October, “The American 
Dragon” defeated two top-notch wrestlers on consecu- 
tive nights. Danielson defeated former champ Austi 

s in a technical thriller on October 14 in Cleveland, 
and used the chicken wing to force Steve Corino to tap 
out the following night in Buffalo. 





deri RNR 


WRONG TIME FOR RHINO. 


ANOTHER CRISIS FOR JR. 
"DA CRUSHER" IS GONE. 


ONE-TIME REUNION—OR PERMANENT PROMOTION? 


News from Fort Meade Wrestling: Former Maryland 
Championship Wrestling promoter has 
caught the bug again and is promoting independent 
shows on a regular basis at Fort Meade in Maryland. 
Because the fort is a federal installation, none of the 
stringent Maryland Athletic Commission rules apply. Not 
Surprisingly, many ex-MCW stars have joined the upstart 
promotion ... ‘ten used a barbed-wire baseball 
bat to beat former MCW champ The Bruiser in a pre- 
dictably blood “King Of The Pavilion” match. Fans chant- 
ed “E-C-W!” as Rotten hugged Bruiser in a display of 
respect ... In a battle of WWE and TNA stars, 
used his trademark piledriver to pin Ki 
in the main event. Lawler had some help from Fort 
Meade announcer Larry Ke Phillips, who clocked 
James with a clipboard to set up the pinfall 






















































Obviously, 

knows a future super- 
star when he sees one. He 
tried to form an alliance 
with C.M for sever- 
al weeks in OVW. At the 
October 12 taping of Ohio 
Valley Wrestling TV, Punk 
was on the verge of falling 
prey to El ex- 
perience finisher when 
Basham hopped onto the 
ring apron. Burke swung 
at Basham, who ducked 
j and yanked him neck-first 
} onto the top rope. When 
m™ Burke snapped backward, 

} Punk was able to score the 
quick pinfall. Punk, howev- 
er, refused to accept Bash- 
am’s gift of an 8 x 10 glos- 
sy photo of himself. Burke 
vented his frustrations by 
pummeling Basham after 
Punk left the ring. 

This ’n’ that: WWE of- 
ficials are cracking down 
on late wrestlers. Six 
Raw wrestlers and more 
than a half-dozen Smack- 
down superstars were 
fined for being late to 
television events on Oc- 
tober 17 and 18. | won- 
der if these fines apply to arriving dur- 
ing the second half of Raw in his pickup truck ... 
Raw dropped to an overall rating 3.7 on October 17, 
nearly a full point lower than its “WWE Homecom- 
ing” edition had drawn two weeks earlier ... 

beat it for the U.S. title at the October 
18 Smackdown taping, thanks to interference from 
his wife, . Booker officially turned heel a 
week later by sneak- attacking Benoit . , 

ie, also Known as G dur- 

ing his controversial run as Sgt man- 

ager in the WWF in the early-1990s, has published 

his autobiography ... Jushin Liger’s loss to Samoa 

Joe at Bound For Glory is expected to be his only 

TNA appearance for a while ... , 

pinned to ne the NWA 

Canadian title at an Extreme Canadian Championship 
Wrestling show in Port Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

From the Ho Train Derailment Dept.: 

, who appeared as during his 
stint as primarily a preliminary wrestler in WCW be- 


WWE vs. TNA in Maryland 
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tween 1994 and 1999, was arrested on three counts of 
false imprisonment in Smyrna, Georgia, and later re- 
leased on bail. According to the Atlanta Journal-Con- 
Stitution, the original indictment included nine counts, 
including false imprisonment and trafficking women for 
commercial sex acts. 

During the FBI’s investigation, it was discovered that 
Norris had befriended seven women by bailing them 
out of jail and taking them to his Cartersville home, 
where he allegedly forced them to work as prostitutes 
to pay off his debts. Interestingly, Norris filed a racial 
discrimination lawsuit against WCW in 2003, and that 
case was eventually dismissed. 

sr Would not be proud. If he’s guilty, 
let’s hope “Hardbody” does some hard time. 

See you at the matches! oO 








Punk is no Basham fan 





J f | PAYMENT TERMS; CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CEINT OC 
5 Murad st. #2P. Cranston, Ri 02920 mY bes 1; PY CREDIT CARDS, AND CASH, MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 64 PAGE FULL-COLOR 


Wrestlingsuperstore.com. NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE — | WRESTLING CATALOG: 


Phone: 1-401-946- 5120 _ ; aS DOWN ORDER ON A PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


PAY MENT, 30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 






| Fax: 1-401- 946-8492 So SE : ari A) « ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED United States Shipping: | 

| * INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED ($1.00 to $49.99 add $7.00) ($50.00 to $99.99 add $9.00) | 
(ADD $40.00 S/H PER TOTAL ORDER) ($100,00 to $199.99 add $13,00) ($200.00 & over add $17.00) 
‘W, World Heavyweight Championship Belt |) 











Ultra-Deluxe Replica 


(WWEUDB17) $499.00 
Final artwork subject to. change Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Baa) a 
(WWEB17) $225.00 (WWEDB17) $399.00 
(WWEBES) $349.00 (WWEDB 1% $499.00 Kid-Size Replica uty pepe aNde 
(wweBkon $199.00 (WWEMINISS) $65.00 EEE) $109.00 ( $930. 










400; World Tag Team Championship Belt YY. Tag Team Championship Belt 


W, John Cena® Word Life™ United States 


SDN Belt 






e ote vai . Hila > OG 
Blank - William Regal - Chris Jericho - Christian : - Eddie Guerrero 
The Hurricane + Booke Cena * Rey Mysterio 
Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEB16) $225.00 WWEDB16) $369.00 (WWEB13) $225.00 WWEDB13) $369.00 
Kid-Size Replica ini Replica Kid-Size Replica ini Replica 
(WWEBK16) $109.00 (WWEMINI16) $30.00 (WWEBK13) $109.00 WWEMINI13) $30.00 


' = Intercontinental Belt 
Adult-Size Replica Kid-Size . 
(WWEB25) $299.00 (WWEBK25) $149.00 Waar chasgion 00 each sages 


Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica w Kid-Size Replica 
(WWEDB30) $399.00 |] black strap (WWEB31) ~ (WWEBK31) $109.00 
Kid-Size Replica white strap (WWEB31W) Mini Replica 
(WWEBK30) $109.00 |] Yellow strap (WWEB31Y) (WWEMINI31) $30.00 
Mini Replica Blue strap (WWEB318) Mini Replica (bive strap) 
(WWEMINI30) $30.00 |] $249.00 each (WWEMINI31B) $30.00 
Mini Replica (blue strap) ff] Deluxe Replica Mini Replica (yellow strep) 
(WWEMINIZOB) $30.00 |] (WWEDB31) $399.00 (WWEMINI31 Y) $30.00 


Adult-Size Replica 1985-1998 World Tag Team Belt 


(WWEB32) $249.00 
eplica 
<—o— WWEDB32) $369.00 a & eB We 
ini Replica 
ea 











Deluxe Replica 












Deluxe Replica Mini Replica 
(WWEDB25) $399.00 (WWEMINIZ25) $60.00 


eS $30,00 |} Adult-Size Belt Replica 
Ad Adult-Size Replica 


os World Champion 
Nameplates Available . 
Triple H Chris Jericho 5 ae $9.00 
Adult-Size Replica Deluxe Replica Undertaker Rock eplica 
(WWEB12) $239.00 Batre $399.00 ngl (WWEBK20) $109.00 


Ultra Deluxe Replica Kid-Size Replica seal Adult-Size Replica 
pion WWEB15) $225.00 

(WWEUDB12) $4 $499.00 WWEK $109.00 Blank Bt ( ) AaotSlse Feplion Baw Television 
ECWB2) $199.00 Champion 
Deluxe Replica 
Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica i= (WWEDB15) $349.00 
WWEDB19) $369.00 WWEBI9 9) $225.00 

ini Replica Size Replica %, Attitude Edition Adult-Size Replica 
(WWEMINI19) $30.00 WWEBKIS $109.00 shies erm (WWEB23) $225.00 


Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Replica EZGW. Tag Team 
(WWEDB23) $349.00 [i (ECWB3) $199.00 Champion 
Deluxe Replica Adult-Size Re lica 
WWEDBi ) $369.00 ie Be 5.00 we Adult-Size Replica 

ep 


ini Replica lica (WWEB22) $225.00 r 
WWENINI 8) $30.00 (WWEBK18) $109.00 alee) ba 
Deluxe Replica . 


(WWEDB22) $349.00 


‘W. $$ Million Dollar Belt $$ 


rere neee MSRAAT Deluxe Repli Adult-Size Replica $199.00 
3’ oe D Fairy’: ( Cruiserweight, (WCWDB4) Cruiserweight (WCWB4) 
‘ —_— “a ay fe : ~ = United States (WCWDB3) United States (WCWB3) 
oa! ty rat Pa ae : ey fi Wa id Heavywe/ght (HCWDE es US Heavyweight (WWE 
";, : ‘ re ‘ 1 1 
. Adult-Size Replica Wilt) ere ; World Television" WEWDBS) World Tetevsion"(WOWES) ' 
: Deluxe Replica WWEDB9 : ras Hardcore (WCWB9) 
Adult-Size Belt Replica $399.00 ain Esereacs (WWEMINIS — fet . = Kid-Size Replica siosc0 -‘Min-Replica $9000 
Blank: Triple H- Ro Big i- 1) Se 3h Crulserweight (WCWBKS) Cruiserweight (WCWMINI4) 
(WWEDB33) is Jericho- Undlestoleie q ease “4 . World Non ‘ (WCWBKi) ‘United States (WCWIMINI3) 
World Television (WCWBKS) weak Team (WCWIMINI2) 
orld Heavyweight iW CWMINI1) 


Personalized Replica Belt Nameplates §2/,94 40u Size, Deluxe Size and Kid tan hihoas = et hades Wipe World Heavyweight Ultra Deluxe (WOWUDI) $429.00 


nameplates. Please specify the style 


G | and size belt the nameplate : for. as, ‘ 
ROBERT JOHNSON) ERT JOHNSON “ENGRAVER UL)” (eNGrAVERIDY Championship en & penn ewes 


1991-93 Era Belt 


Heavyweght mV Cham ionship Belts 





Adult Size & Kid-Size Lf A ET hampionshin Reoli 
a a Mini Championship Replica Belts Deluxe Championship Replica Belts 
it-size and Id le replicas are made |! The mini-teplica belts are made from the same material as the }j All deluxe belts are full-size, Straps are made of genuine 
ayo taat ig lpr ye ticles ais full-size replica belts. Mini-replicas are 12-inches long, and can jl leather. All medallions are made of metal that is 2mm thick. 


up toa 46-inch waist and the ki be used as a wristband or for desktop display. Each deluxe belt fits up to a 46-inch waist. 
fits up to a Poe w waist. 
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CURESTLNESUPEASTIREEUM 


EREPLICAMASK03 
WWEREPLICAMASK04 
EPLICAMASK05 
REPLICAMASK06 
REPLICAMASK07 


inc. Company 


These are exact-scale replicas 


molded from Rey Mysterio's actual mask. 


REPLICAMASK09) § 
EREPLICAMASK10 
EREPLICAMASK11 


Red & Green 


=u 


Wrestlingsuperstore.com 
Jakks Action Figures 


Paul Heyman™ (WWEJEX010) 
Victoria™ (WWEJEX014) 
Dawn Marie™ (WWEJEX016) 


EREPLICAMASK12 


Ww. Rey Mysterio“ WrestleManiax 21 > Replica Mask 


WrestleMania® 21 Replica Mask 


(WWEREPLICAMASK1 


W, Exclusive 
Wrestlingsuperstore.com 
Jakks Action Figure Belts 


Spinning John Cena¥fchampionship Belt 


WWEIMB06 


United ee Spinning Belt WWEIJMBO0S5 
©(R) ei (COTS) 
RAW® Tag Team Belt WWEJMBO04 


Intercontinental Belt WWEJMBO03 


$10.00 each 
$10.00 each 
$15.00 each 


World Heavyweight Belt WWEJMBOI 
Set of any 6 belts WWEJMBO07 $15.00 set 
Set of any 12 belts WWEJMBOS $25.00 set 


Undisputed Championship Belt (WWEBELTO01) 
Cruiserweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT02) 
The Rock’s Brahma Bull Belt (WWEBELT07) 
ores S RAmIpOnEEp Belt (WWEBELT IL) 


e Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT 10) 
\ WY Light-Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT12) 
“ World Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT20) 
*Stone Cold Smokin’ Skull Belt (WWEBELT®S ) 
United States Championship Belt (WWEBELT21) 
. SmackDown!® Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBEI 722 
* Classic Winged Eagle Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBEL T 23) 
Classic Intercontinental Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT24) 


Undisputed Heavyweight Belt WWEJMB02 


1970’s Version 
(ANDREFIG1) 


1980’s Version 
(ANDREFIG2) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 4 
The Hurricane (WWEJ074 4») 


Far East Boxed 3-Pack ; 
Sakoda, Funaki, Akio (WWEJEXOIS) $15.00 set 


The Great American Basho PPV Series 6 
Torrie Wilson (WWEJOO450) $10.00 each 


SummerSlam PPV Series 7 


$15.00 each 


$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
Trish Stratus (WWEJ00325) $15 
Complete Set of 6 (WWEJ00326) 


Classic Superstars Collectors Series 1 
Andre the Giant (WWEJ00002) 


Classic Superstars Collectors Series 3 
Jimmy Snuka (WWEJ00017) $15.00 each 
Ted DiBiase (WWEJ00018) $15.00 each 
Jane e “The Snake” Roberts 

WWEJ00020) 


Classic Superstars Series 5 

King Kong Bundy (WWEJ00035) 

Terry Funk (WWEJ00036) 
Brutus Beefcake (WWEJ00037) 

Nikolai Volkoff (WWEJ00038) 

Iron Sheik (WWEJ00039) 

Paul Orndorff (WWE. are 

Complete Set of 6 (WWEJO0041) 


Classic Superstars Series 6 
Shawn Michaels (WWEJ00060) 
Doink The Clown (WWEJ00062) 
Bobby Heenan (WWEJ00063) 
Earthquake (WWEJ00066) 


Best of ECW WCW 

Steven Richards (WWEJO0280) 
Rhyno (WWEJO0281) 

Billy Kidman (WWEJ00283) 
Bubba Ray Dudley (WWEJ00284) 
D-Von Dudley (WWEJ00285) 
Chris Jericho (WWEJ00286) 

Rey Mysterio (WCW) (WWEJ00287) 
Cc tris Benoit (WWEJ00288 ) 

Eddie Guerrero (WWEJ00289) 

Ric Flair (WWEJ00290) 

Rey Mysterio (ECW) (WWEJ00291) 


Classic Superstars Series 7 
(WWEJO00S00) 
(WWEJO0SOL) 
Andre ‘The Giant (WWEJ00502) 
jiemny He Billy Graham {w WEJO0503) 


Complete Set of 9 (WW EJ00S09) 


Classic Superstars Series 8 

Hulk Hogan (WrestleMania) (WWEJ00510) 
Hulk Hogan (nWo) (WWEJOOS11) 
Vader (WWEJ00512) 

Bob Orton Jr. (WWEJO0S13) 
Freddie Blassie (WWEJ00514) 

Jerry Lawler (WWEJ0015) 

Brusier Brody (WWEJ00516) 

Chief Jay Strongbow (WWEJ00517) 
Complete Set of 8 (WWEJO0S18) 


$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$110.00 set 


Eddie Guerrero & 

Chavo Guerrero (WWEJ00082) 
Adrenaline 2 Packs Series 10 
Trish Stratus & 

Christian (WWEJ00399 ; 
The Bashams (WWEJE 

Adrenaline 2 Packs Series 11 

Billy Kidman ys 

Paul London (WWEJ00402) 

John Cena vs Funaki (WWEJ00403) 
Paul Heyman & 

Heidenreich (WWEJ00404) 
Complete Set of 3 (WWEJO0405) 


20.00 cach 


$20.00 each 
$20.00 cach 


$50.00 set 


Orlando Jordan (WWEJO0410) 
Rey Mysterio & 

Rob Van Dam (WWEJOO411) 
Triple H & Batista (WWEJ00404) 
Complete Set of 3 (WWEJ00405) 


$20.00 each 
20.00 each 
$60.00 set 


WrestlingSuperstore.com 
0 Murad st. #2P, Cranston, Ri 02920 
Phone: 1-401-946-5720 


Fax: 1-401-946-8492 


Saha 


Weach 5 
$75.00 set 


$15.00 each ‘ 


$15.00 each |: 


$20.00 each 


$20.00 cach ™ 


” Elimination Chamber 
$50.00 each 


(WWEJ5102) 


20.00 cach jem 
30.00 each Fp 


WWW. wrestlingsuperstore.com | 


The names of all WWE programming, talent, images, likenesses and logos are the exclusive property of WWE. All other trademarks, oes names, company names and logos cited 


herein are the property of their respective owners.©2005 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


2 (Adrenaline 2 = Series 13 

‘T uther Reig 
Kurt An ie (Ww W EJ00414) 
Sylvain Grenier & 
Rob C onway (WWEJO0415) 
Theodore Long & 
Rey Mysterio (WWEJO0416) 
Complete Set of 3 (WWEJO417) 


Rings 
Stunt Action Ring (WWEJSLO0) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 11 


Réne Duprée (WWEJ00136) 
Batista (WWEJO0138) 
Eugene (WWEJ00140) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 12 
Eric Bischoff (WWEJ00143) 
Booker T (WWEJO0144) 

Chris Jericho (WWEJO0145) 


Kurt Angle (WWEJ00147) 
Rey Mysterio (WWEJ00148) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 13 
Kurt Angle (WWEJ00170) 
William Regal (WWEJO0171) 
Rosey (WWEJ00173) 

Shelton Benjamin (WWEJ00174) 
Chavo Guerrero (WWEJO0175) 


Adrenaline 2 packs Series 14 
Muhammad Hassan & Daivari 
(WWEJ00418) 

Booker T & Eddie Guerrero 
(WWEJ00419) 

William R , & Tajiri 
(WWEJ 


gj Complete St of 3 (WWEJ00418) 
| Ruthless Aggression” Series 14 


Trish Stratus (WWEJO0183) 
Undertaker (WWEJO0I85) 


j Triple H (WWEJ00182) 


Shelton Pena (WWEJOO184) 
Ric Flair (WWEJO0180) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 15 
Big Show (WWEJO0190) 

Carlito (WWEJOO191) 

Mark Jindrak (WWEJ00192) 
Snitsky (WWEJ00193) 

The Coach (WWEJ00194) 
Christian (WWEJ00195) 
Complete Set of 6 (WWEJ00196) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 15.5 
Eric Bischoff (WWEJ00197) 
Chris Masters (WWEJ00198) 
Simon Dean (WWEJ00199) 
Shannon Moore (WWEJ00200) 
Heidenreich (WWEJO0201) 
Scotty 2 Hotty (WWEJ00202) 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 16 
Batista (WWEJ00206) 
Undertaker (WWEJ00208) 

Call for others or check website. 


Ruthless Aggression” Series 16.5 
John Cena (WWEJ00212) 

Shawn Michaels (WWEJ00214) 
Viscera (WWEJ00217) 

Call for others or check website, 


PPY Series 8 SummerSiam™~ 
Kane (WWEJ00330) 

Maven (WWEJ00331 ) 

Eugene with shirt (WWEJ00332) 
Triple H (WWEJ00333) 

Batista (WWEJ00334) 

Shawn Michaels (WWEJ00335) 
Complete Set of 6 (WWEJ00336) 


> Figures Toy Company 200 


Real Scale Ring 


$65.00 each 
(WWEJ5200) 


20.00 set 
$20.00 set 
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{x 8x10 Photos 
$5.00 each 


Available in both actual-size and in 
kid-size! Now you can be a true Chain Gang 
Soldier with the official John Cena Chain 
Gang Soldier Spinning Replica Pendant! This 
is an exact replica of the pendant worn by 
Cena on \\/ Television. The pendant is 
adorned with over 500 faux diamonds and 
has a 3 dimensional spinning center plate 
showcasing the Chain Gang Soldier logo. 
The side of the pendant features Cena's “You 
want some, come get some” slogan in three- 
dimensional lettering. The pendant comes 
with a wooden \)\ collector's case. 


OTTER PIETY 






Booker T (studio shot) (WWEPOO01) Sse z 
Shawn Michaels (studio shot) (WWEP013) 
Stacy Keibler (studio shot) (WWEP014) 

‘| Torrie Wilson (studio shot) (WWEPOI6) 
Triple H (studio shot) (WWEP017) 

Trish Stratus (action shot) (WWEPO19) 

Trish Stratus (studio shot) (WWEPOI8) 

Kane (studio shot) (WWEP006) 

Kurt Angle (studio shot) (WWEPO008) 

Rey Mysterio (arms crossed) (WWEPO@20) 

| Ric Flair (in robe) (WWEP025) 

Shawn Michaels (slamming Ric Flair) (WWEP029) 
Chris Jericho (with vest) (WWEP031) 
Undertaker (falling on John Cena) (WWEPO35) 
John Cena (with U.S. Title) (WWEP193) 
Shawn Michaels (kneeling) (WWEPI70) 
Undertaker (entrance) (WWEPI85) 

Batista (facing Snitsky) (WWEP201) 

Rey Mysterio (with car) (WWEPI57) 

Christy Hemme (studio) (WWEP159) 

| JBL (in Limo) (WWEP180) 

Dawn Marie (black bikini) (WWEPI195) 

Batista (holding belt) (WWEP225) 

| John Cena (Chain Gang jersey) (WWEP224) 
John Cena (Word Life Shirt) (WWEP220) 
John Cena (collage) (WWEP219) 


John Cena (holding U.S. belt) (WWEPOYD) 

Stacy Keibler (Bra & Panties Match) (WWEP096) 
John Cena (studio) (WWEPO097) 

Miss Jackie (cheerleader) (WWEPO095) 

Kurt Angle (studio) (WWEP090) 

Eddie Guerrero (holding belt) (WWEP092) 

Rob Van Dam (studio) (WWEP087) 

Triple H (Pedigreeing The Hurricane) (WWEPO42) 
Kane (slamming Shane McMahon) (WWEP043) 
Lita (in net shirt) (WWEP0066) 

Tajiri (spitting at Kidman) (WWEPO06S) 

Chris Benoit (doing Crossface) (WWEP0062) 
Charlie Haas (studio) (WWEPI62) 

Big Show (bald look) (WWEP163) 

Tajiri (spraying green mist) (WWEPI51) 
Edge (at entrance) (WWEP144) 

Stacy Keibler (green suit) (WWEPLM) 
Evolution (new group shot) (WWEPI186) 
Torrie Wilson (black bikni) (WWEPI91) 
Victoria (studio) (WWEPI35) 

Randy Orton (collage) (WWEP213) 
Batista (collage) (WWEP218) 


PXes (tre e~)r4-3(VWVVWVERPO1) BEARS lop 
tC R}r 4a (VVVVERPKIDO2) EXC ERUIE-S Toy 















$20.00 each 


John Cena Chain Gang (spinning) 
(WWEPENDANTO43) 


Pendants $15.00 each 


Y2J (Ass Clown) pendant (WWEPENDANT007) 
Kane mask pendant (WWEPENDANTOIL) 









= ¢ 


= 





Lita (lego) (WWEPENDANTOSL) 











Shawn Michaels (collage) (WWEP212) 






Joy Giovanni (WWEP223) 








Stacy Keibler pendant (WWEPENDANTOOS) 
Trish Stratus logo pendant (WWEPENDANT006) 
Undertaker devil head pendant (WWEPENDANTOILO) 
Triple H logo pendant (WWEPENDANTO13) 

Shawn Michaels HBK pendant (WWEPENDAN 1008) 
Matt Hardy V1 pendant (WWEPENDANTOI12) 

Rey Mysterio 619 logo pendant (WWEPENDANTOI7) 
Rey Mysterio mask pendant (WWEPENDANTOL9) 
Triple H logo pendant (WWEPENDANTO22) 
Undertaker devil face 2 pendant (WWEPENDANTO21 
John Cena (Word Life) (W WE PEND. AN T025) 


YCDUDs hy 


on 
TITLE 


Shawn Michaels; From the Vault.......... 





T-Shirts YAURUUEE ey 


*Sizes available: ADULT: M, L, XL, XXL 
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John Cena 
(The Animal) (Word Life) (Thug-A-Nomics) 
(WWEAT396) (WWEAT397) (WWEATS414) 


Las. 


Carlito ECW Shelton Benjamin 
(Il Know Cool) (One Night Stand) (Ain't No Stoppin’ Me) 
(WWEAT412) (WWEAT409) (WWEAT406) 


Ww Authentic TV Shirts 
"Sizes Malet ADULT: M 


John Cena Hulk Hogan 
(Hulkamania) 


(WWEATA4IS) 


Batista 
























(WWEDYD27) $30.00 







DPR ST OSBN aa aha ccnccinasrenslbiconenscntt (WWEDVD AS) $25.00 
The Monday Night Wat ........0c0eose000 (WWEDVD4S5) $25.00 


Arrmageddon 2003 ....isveccsvsssecssssrserversee 
SUPVVOP Sars ZOOS. .ccscrcseserrvevrerinmirines 


(WWEDYD40) $25.00 
(WWEDY D239) $25.00 
(WWEDVD43) $10.00 
’ (WWEDV DAL) $40.00 
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to Eddie Guerrero. Only a few months ago, it seemed as if Eddie 
Guerrero might never earn another “Thumbs Up” from us. After the whole Dom- 
inick/Rey Misterio Jr. fiasco, we thought that he had gone over to the dark side per- 
manently. So, then, how surprised were we to see him refuse to cheat to win the 
World championship from Batista at No Mercy? Finally, it seems as if Eddie’s con- 
science has returned to him (at least we hope), and that’s good, because we like 
cheering for him so much more than we like criticizing him. 


to Matt Hardy. Hardy’s 
personal life and career have gone through so 
many ups and downs over the past year that it 
would have been easy for us to forgive him a 
few rulebreaking indiscretions. He lost his 
: woman, he lost his job, and most recently, he 
lost the most sinportari feud of his career and his spot on the Raw roster 
as a result. That's a heck of a lot of loss in such a short span of time. 
Hardy may not have responded to all the changes in his life with class 
(see his Internet posts about Lita and Edge), but he has seen every one 
of these changes as a way to better himself. It now looks like he’s deter- 
mined to become a star for Smackdown. That’s the sign of a winner. 





to Stacy Keibler. When Star magazine ran a story proclaiming that 
Keibler was in a feud with TV and movie star Jennifer Aniston over a man (we're still not 
sure about the story’s credibility), the long-legqged beauty could have used the article as a 
way to elevate her career. During a “Peep Show” segment with Christian on Smackdown, 
however, Keibler shyly answered a few questions about the rumor, seemed kind of flum- 
moxed that it was becoming such a big deal, 
and then got out of the ring as quickly as pos- 
sible when Jillian Hall wanted to publicize the 
Story even more. What a sweetheart. 


to Shawn Michaels. 
There’ Ss nobody better than Shawn Mi- 
chaels—at least not right now, anyway. 
HBK is doing so much so well as of late that it’s almost impossible 
to even consider anyone else when it comes to discussing the Raw 
brand’s MVP. Michaels has made everyone from Hulk Hogan to 
Carlito to Shelton Benjamin to Chris Masters look very good to great 
of late, and he has been part of some of the best matches to air on 
Raw in quite a while. Long gone are the days when we lamented his 
short-shorts-wearing presence on WWE’s flagship show. 
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to Triple-H. Ego. So what if Ric Flair was proud 
of his capturing of the Intercontinental championship at Unforgiven! 
While we thought it was a little odd, too, he’s in the twilight of his 
career, and if, at age 56, he wants to take some joy from winning a 
secondary championship that he had never previously held, then he 
should be allowed to do that. Triple-H isn’t the keeper of Flair’s lega- 
cy—the “Nature Boy” is! Besides, if that’s what Triple-H was really 
concerned about, he did more to hurt Flair’s 
legacy with his gory beatdown of Flair at 
“WWE Homecoming” than Flair’s Intercon- 
tinental title reign ever could have done. 


to Monty Brown. 
Brown was well on his way to winning his 
first NWA championship. He had the crowd behind him. He had a number of wrestlers 
behind him. He even had the support of key members of TNA’s executive team behind 
him. Then he went and joined Jeff Jarrett’s increasingly growing mob. What a mistake. 
Now, close to one full year after his heel turn, he’s just another guy under Jarrett’s 
thumb. Jarrett controls when Brown wrestles, whom he wrestles, and his chances of 
winning the NWA title. For Brown, hooking up with Jarrett may have seemed like a 
positive career decision at the time, but in actuality, it was anything but. 


a 









; to Christopher Daniels. Daniels can’t stand A.J. 
>>} Styles, and we’re convinced it's all because Styles is experiencing the 
: | career that Daniels thinks he should have had. If only TNA had started 
=} up a few years earlier than it did, Daniels believes he could have been 
the promotion’s poster boy, the wrestler to 
carry TNA to the future. Instead, Daniels is 
forced to watch Styles, the reigning TNA X 
champ, get most of the glory and positive 
press clippings, and it gnaws at him. And as 
the jealousy festers, we're witnessing the ug- 
liest Christopher Daniels we've ever seen. 


to Sharmell. When Sharmell, Booker T’s wife, helped Booker 
defeat Chris Benoit for the U.S. championship, she thought that she was helping his 
career. What she actually did was cheapen his victory and make fans everywhere 
believe that Booker couldn’t have done it on his own. Even worse, she started having 
some of Booker’s peers question his ability and motives, while cajoling Booker into | 
believing that she hadn’t done anything wrong. If his popularity starts heading south, om i b 
and we think it will, Mrs. T will be the reason why. UE Soa? i 
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has been in existence, the NWA heavyweight cham- 
pionship has changed hands a total of 13 times 
(beginning with the crowning of Ken Shamrock as the 


| N THE MORE than three years Total Nonstop Action 
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lt was thought by many that Jeff Hardy’s dream of capturing the NWA 
title ended when he couldn’t beat Jeff Jarrett a year ago. Dave Lenker 
isn’t so sure we won’t yet see him with the big gold belt. Maybe for 
longer than the guy he’s wrestling here. 
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first NWA champion of the TNA era on the night of the 
first TNA show). During that time, six different men have 
held the title: Ken Shamrock, Ron Killings, Jeff Jarrett, 
A.J. Styles, Raven, and Rhino. Three of those men, 
shamrock Raven, and Rhino, have held the champi- 
onship only once. Another of those men, Killings, has 
held the championship twice. Styles is a three-time 
champion, and Jarrett, the current champion, has held 
the title five separate times since June 2002. 

A few other interesting things to note: 

Killings’ second reign was for transition purposes only. 
He won the title from Styles, and then lost it two weeks 
later to Jarrett, thus preventing TNA matchmakers, for 
whatever reason, from having Jarrett win it from Styles. 

The entirety of Raven’s reign occurred during the 
period in which TNA was without a national cable clear- 
ance. He won the championship from Styles weeks after 
the promotion left Fox Sports Net, and he lost the title 
on a Border City Wrestling show shortly before the pro- 
motion debuted on Spike TV. 

And Rhino’s reign lasted only 48 hours and happened 
during the chaotic weekend of Bound For Glory in October. 
Kevin Nash was scheduled to challenge Jarrett, but he 
was hospitalized the day before the event. Rhino eventual- 
ly earned the right to replace him and did beat Jarrett for 
the gold, but his two-day reign will soon be forgotten. 

since November 11, 2002, the NWA championship 
has more or less resided with either Jarrett or Styles. 
Killings’ second reign was too short and uneventful for 
most people to remember it. Ditto for Rhino’s one—and 
probably only—reign. And Raven’s reign came at the 
time when /mpact was being aired on the Internet only. 
It’s hard to call any of those reigns high-profile. 

This means one thing: TNA higher-ups (of which 
Jarrett himself is one), for one reason or another, have 
only shown confidence in Jarrett or Styles to carry the 
promotion’s banner. They haven't let anyone else as- 
cend to the top and represent the company as its num- 
ber-one star. 

soon TNA is going to have to find some wrestlers to 
promote to that top level. It can’t rely on Jarrett or Styles 
forever, and there won't always be big-name free agents 
like Nash available, either. TNA needs to develop from 
within, and the good news is | do think the people in 
charge there know it. 

Here’s a quick look at the biggest names on TNA's 
roster (minus Jarrett and Styles, of course) and their 
chances of becoming NWA champion. 
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Though nobody from TNA ever confirmed this, we have 
a Sneaking suspicion that the only reason Raven won the 
NWA title was that TNA was off the airwaves and the pro- 
motion tried to capitalize on the resurgence of ECW’s pop- 
ularity following the One Night Stand pay-per-view. 
Looking toward the future, Raven could wind up with the 
belt for a second time, but better odds say that he won't. 


The length of the first reign tells you about all you 
need to know. |’d be very surprised to see him win the 
belt a second time. Blame that to a large degree on 
WWE. He was a lower mid-carder for so long there that 
it'd be hard for TNA to sell him as a huge superstar. 


Hardy seemed well on his way to winning the NWA 
title early in his TNA career. Then, however, things 
seemed to come undone. He’s still one of the most popu- 
lar guys on the roster (especially among the women), and 
his wrestling is still as exciting as it ever was when he’s 
motivated. He’s also toned down his strange backstage 
behavior a little, which makes it easier for TNA execu- 
tives to trust him with a championship run. There’s no 
guarantee that he’ll ever win the title, but because of his 
in-ring skills and all-around name value, let’s not count 
him out, either. Right now, I’d say odds are in his favor. 


My feelings might not be shared by a lot of other 
people, but the fact that Abyss is a TNA combination of 
old school Kane and Mick Foley’s Mankind has always 
made me a little uneasy. Though he’s a beast inside the 
ring, it’s hard to imagine TNA ever giving him the 
chance to be the face of the promotion, which the NWA 
champion has to become. Perhaps it’s fitting that Abyss 
seems to hold the same kind of position in TNA that 
Kane has long held in WWE—caught between the mid- 
card and the main event level, always an important play- 
er and short-term main-eventer, but never really the 
guy. A transitional reign is a definite possibility. 


“The Alpha Male” has so much energy that some- 
times | wonder where it all comes from. At the beginning 
of 2005, at Final Resolution, he had his shot at the belt, 
but Jarrett killed his chances of winning it with a guitar 
shot to the head. Since that time, he hasn’t even sniffed 
the championship. Brown, however, is one of TNA’s true 
homegrown stars. If he can control his emotions a little 
better and slow down in the ring just a bit, opportunity 
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lf you want a dark horse candidate for potential future NWA champion, don't 


look past Lance Hoyt. The TNA people see a lot in him: size, skill, and look, to 
name a few attributes. 








awaits. | get the feeling TNA wants him to develop into 
the go-to guy at some point. 


Kid Kash’s former bodyguard may look like a cross 
between Andrew “Test” Martin and a Backstreet Boy, but 
don’t let that stop you from viewing him for what he truly 
is: a star in the making. Hoyt has the size, the in-ring 
skill, and the desire to make it work. With a little bit more 
time for some fine-tuning, Hoyt could become one of the 
stars who really helps carry TNA far into the future. 


Don’t let anyone tell you different: This is the man 
who made Ring of Honor the promotion that it is today. 
His unprecedented championship run defined the pro- 
motion and helped elevate it to its current status as the 
number-one North American independent promotion. 
He’s completely unlike anyone else TNA has on its ros- 
ter, and his fan following is rabid. But can he convince 
TNA management to give him a shot? Or is he pegged to 
be a major player in the X division only? Those are two 
questions that we don’t know the answers to right now. 
lf “The Samoan Submission Machine” does win the 
championship, it'll only be after he’s proven himself over 
and over again. | hope it happens for him. 0 
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McMahon introduced Eric Bischoff as the general 

manager of Raw and then grabbed him in an on- 
air embrace that was as shocking as it was forced. 
since that night, Bischoff has remained a dutiful em- 
ployee, and he has performed better than just about 
anyone could have expected. At times he has dis- 
played some of that old New World Order swagger 
that made him one of the most entertaining and suc- 
cessful executives in the history of the sport. At 
other times, he has portrayed the nonsensical, child- 
ish, and downright petty executive that has become 
one of the sport’s most tiresome cliches. 


]« BEEN MORE than three years since Vince 
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The WWF vs. WCW war is long over, and yet Vince McMahon still likes to remind Eric Bischoff that he 
won. Nevertheless, Bischoff remains with the company ... as a performer only. 
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And, perhaps most shockingly, he’s allowed Vince 
McMahon—the man whom he considered his arch- 
nemesis during his years as WCW’s head honcho—to 
walk all over him whenever McMahon has felt the need 
to flex his muscles and remind everyone again that it 
was WWE that won the Monday night war years ago. 

Three years of being Vince McMahon’s employee. 
Three years of swallowing humble pie. Three years 
of shunning his normally aggressive personality in 
order to sit in a locker room, keep mostly to himself, 
and, from all accounts, offer no help or input cre- 
atively whatsoever. 

Three years of being the most uncommon com- 
mon employee that anyone could 
ever find anywhere. 

It’s been almost five years 
since Paul Heyman walked onto 
the set of Raw and joined Jim Ross 
as Jerry Lawler’s temporary re- 
placement as color commentator. 
Since that time, Heyman has been 
one of WWE’s most controversial 
and polarizing employees. He’s 
been an on-air manager for Brock 
Lesnar and more recently Heid- 
enreich, a member of WWE's cre- 
ative team, and a creative consul- 
tant (after twice having been re- 
lieved of his duties as a member of 
the official creative team). At press 
time, he was the booker of Ohio 
Valley Wrestling, WWE's top devel- 
opmental territory. But that was 
only because WWE needed some- 
one to fill in when Jim Cornette 
had to be fired, and Heyman was 
still under contract. 

Throughout his tenure with 
WWE, Heyman has refused to sit 
idly by and become yet another 
one of Vince McMahon's pawns, 
which is the primary reason WWE 
shuffled him off to OVW instead of 
using his talents to improve either 
Raw or Smackdown. He hasn't 
been afraid to speak up when he 
feels WWE is doing something 
wrong, and he hasn’t been afraid 
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to challenge people who are normally exempt from face- 
to-face criticism. Though his efforts as a member of the 
creative team led to improvements in the WWE product, 
he’s such a lightning rod for controversy that WWE 
would rather sit him on the sidelines than use his fertile 
imagination for the benefit of the company. 

Eric Bischoff and Paul Heyman. One has resisted the 
urge to become a more vocal member of the locker 
room; the other can’t help but express his opinion, to his 
detriment. They’ve both been ostracized by WWE in their 
own ways—and yet they both could offer WWE so much 
more if allowed or just asked. 

For some reason, however, WWE (probably Vince Mc- 
Mahon in particular) has been okay with underutilizing 
these two talents. Despite the fact that they're both on 
the payroll (and don’t come cheap), that Bischoff once 
led an organization that tried to push WWE into bankrupt- 
cy, and that Heyman ran a promotion that helped to re- 
define the entire genre, they have remarkably little to do 
with WWE's day-to-day goings on. 

Perhaps this is because McMahon likes to keep his 
enemies close, so he hired both Bischoff and Heyman in 
order to prevent them from going to work elsewhere. Or 
perhaps it’s because McMahon knows that they both 
have fans of their own and that it’s smart business to 
keep them around in order to capitalize on that appeal. 
It’s true: The reason for the underutilization of both 
Bischoff and Heyman could be either of those reasons— 
but it’s probably not. 

Instead, it appears as if McMahon has both men 
on his payroll because he has fun humiliating them. 
How often has Bischoff, who has been mostly a very 
effective general manager, been made to cower be- 
fore the almighty McMahon? |’m not too sure of the 
exact number, but | know that it’s been more times 
than is healthy for a character that’s supposed to be 
an authority figure. It’s almost as if McMahon wants 
Bischoff to look like an emasculated general manag- 
er. And McMahon has to be enjoying the fact that 
Bischoff sits in the locker room with all the other ex- 
pendable performers. 

As for Heyman, he’s roundly considered one of the 
top creative minds in the sport, but instead of having 
him book either Raw or Smackdown, WWE has him 
buried booking Ohio Valley Wrestling. Sure, it's a nice 
thing to have your developmental territory drawing rave 
Storyline reviews, but | have a feeling most promoters, if 
put in the same position, would rather have their two 


Even Paul Heyman has had Vinnie Mac invade his personal space. The overall 
public perception of Heyman is much different than that of Bischoff, although 
it can be argued that both have been grossly underutilized by WWE. 


main brands drawing those reviews—and the revenue 
that could come with them—instead. 

How long both Bischoff and Heyman will stick 
around is hard to predict. Bischoff seems quite comfort- 
able in his position and, if he stays that way, could 
remain with the promotion in varying on-air capacities 
for another three years or more. Heyman, however, is 
coming to a Career crossroads. His contract is up at the 
end of 2005, and if he doesn't re-sign, there’s no doubt 
that he could make an impact elsewhere—either with 
TNA or with his very own startup promotion, if he 
chooses to remain involved with wrestling at all. 

No matter what happens, there will be a time when 
everyone will remember that WWE had all three of the 
Big Three executives on its payroll at the very same 
time. How history judges WWE’s use of Bischoff and 
Heyman is something that only time will be able to tell 
for sure, but I’m betting that it won't be pretty. Oy 
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(The opinions expressed in “The Insider” are those of 
Brandi Mankiewicz alone and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of anyone else on the staff of this magazine.) 

MUST ADMIT, I’m not a big Internet geek. | use the 
| Internet mostly to instant message with my friends 
as we all travel around the world. | also use it to 


check out my favorite causes, like various political 





Does this image of Dusty Rhodes circa 1974 remind you of a character named Hurley? If it does, then 
you must also be a Lost fan like me. 
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reform groups and the Humane Society. When I’m 
through with the heavier subjects, | generally don’t stray 
far from the wrestling sites for mindless entertainment. 
lf I’m really bored, I'll pop onto various message boards 
to see what fans are complaining about this week, 
which crappy indy wrestler they’re pimping as the next 
coming of Lou Thesz, or what funny photos they have 
doctored up. For the most part, | just read and laugh at 
the wacky ideas and rumors. 

I've always been amazed at just 
how insane wrestling fans can be 
when given an open forum to ex- 
press their views. I’ve seen every- 
thing from personal attacks on me 
to lengthy posts from people who 
swear they are in the know and can 
personally vouch for the validity of 
the insane idea that was just posted 
about a wrestler. It’s not only funny, 
but it’s borderline scary when you 
think that these dorks can come up 
with this crazy stuff on a daily basis. 
lt makes me cringe to think what the 
average smark could achieve if said 
smark’s energy was focused upon 
something productive. Maybe we'd 
have world peace by now. 

Now, | was content to believe 
this lack of focused creative energy 
was limited to wrestling fans. | 
thought only wrestling fans could 
be so inane. Sadly, | recently found 
out that my assumption was incor- 
rect when | stumbled upon the Lost 
message boards. 

In case you live in a bubble, Lostis 
an ABC drama detailing the lives of 
the survivors of Oceanic Airlines Flight 
815, which crashed on a strange is- 
land that the modern world apparent- 
ly doesn’t know exists. Every Wed- 
nesday night, | tune in to this crazy 
little show to escape from the world 
of wrestling. | very rarely fall for the 
“must-see” concept of network TV, 
but this show is different. | refuse to 
endorse the show, because it’s hard 
to not become hooked once you 
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watch it. My advice is to not start watching Lost, be- 
Cause it draws you in, much in the same way the island 
has drawn in the main characters of the story. To help 
explain it to you, average wrestling fan, the plot has 
more twists and turns in it than a well-choreographed 
Lucha match. Even the “down time” has the dramatic 
suspense of a Memphis-style 40-minute headlock. 

My favorite aspect of watching Lost and its social 
phenomenon is the armchair booking that occurs after 
each show. Much like in wrestling, Lost fans take to the 
Internet to post their thoughts on where the show is 
going and what the past clues mean when combined 
with the more recent clues. | shake my head and laugh 
while reading some of the outlandish ideas that these 
addicts concoct. These morons will rewatch season one 
constantly, looking for clues to support the latest plot 
theory. It’s funny that | can remember a time when 
wrestling angles had continuity like this. 

Another similarity between wrestling and Lost fans is 
the numbers. While wrestlers and fans are concerned 
with only 500 numbers (as in the “PW/ 500”), Lost fans 
only have six numbers upon which to center their lives. | 
find myself haunted by both. Just as the stranded folk 
can't stop tying their numbers into every facet of the 
island and their former lives, | can’t seem to shake the 
“PWI 500” from my life. It’s attached to me, like an 
albatross on my shoulder. Just as Hurley will never for- 
give himself for using 4-8-15-16-23-42 to win the lot- 
tery, I'll never forgive myself for saying, “Sure, Stu, 1’ll 
take a crack at handling the ‘500.’” 

| also find it interesting that the creators of Lost 
toy with fans via the Internet. It’s not bad enough 
that the most unobtrusive objects or dialogue con- 
tains clues that are needed for the future. Now the 
creators taunt fans in posts and interviews. They 
have even readily admitted to pretty much putting 
false plot information out on the Internet just to con- 
fuse fans. Hmmmmmm ... sounds familiar, doesn’t 
it? Thanks to wrestling, | already never take anything 
| read on the Internet as truth, so | am smart enough 
to not fall prey to the rumor mill. 

One wish | have is that WWE Creative would have 
paid attention to the Lost character named Sayid. It’s 
funny how WWE dropped the ball with Muhammad 
Hassan, the lraqi-American character who challenged 
our racist feelings toward people of Middle Eastern 
descent. In the wrestling community, Hassan’s angle 
was chalked up to the inability of Americans to be sym- 
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Would it be possible in this day and age to have a friendly, sympathetic Iraqi 
character on TV? WWE said “no” when it dumped Muhammad Hassan. Lost 
proves it can be done. 
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pathetic to his doomed plight. | find it odd that Lost fans 
think nothing of Sayid’s Iraqi Republican Guard back- 
ground. In fact, the friendly Iraqi is one of the stronger 
lead characters. He’s definitely one of the main-eventers 
for the show—and he’s a babyface. 

Note to WWE: If you’re going to hire Hollywood types 
to handle the creative process, why not make sure they 
can do something so simple as creating a Sayid-type 
character without insulting any race. Apparently, it can 
be done. 

| could go on forever with more comparisons be- 
tween Lost and wrestling, but | don’t have enough room 
here. The “Kate vs. Lita” battle must be saved for anoth- 
er column. Fellow Lost fan Dave Lenker’s perhaps? 1’ll 
let him wax poetic about the girls. a 





broadcast of Friday Night Smackdown, | thought 

the WWE powers-that-be were finally taking the 

United States championship seriously. To that point, Chris 

Benoit’s U.S. title reign had become something of a run- 

ning joke, with “The Rabid Wolverine” using the cross- 

face to force ex-champ Orlando Jordan into submission in 
30 seconds or less in one match after another. 

Benoit had defeated Jordan for the belt way back at 

SummerSlam. It seemed absurd that Jordan received 

two months’ worth of rematches, but the entertainment 
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_ BY HARRY BURKETT 


value of 0.J. tapping out night after night was priceless. 
| just hoped that WWE Creative would parlay the interest 
in Benoit’s title defenses into a genuine effort to en- 
hance the prestige of the U.S. championship. 

| remained hopeful as Benoit headed into his U.S. title 
defense against Booker T on Smackdown. Benoit and 
Booker engaged in a feeling-out process during the 
opening minutes, and then—bam—\ thought we were 
in the midst of the classic best-of-seven series that 
boosted the careers of both men in 1998. Just before 
Smackdown went to a commercial, Benoit dived through 
the ropes and onto Booker on the arena floor. But Benoit 
missed, flipped in mid-air to correct himself, and landed 
on the announcers’ table feet-first before falling upside 
down. That was a scary spill for a man who missed a 
year of action due to vertebrae fusion surgery. 

Ordinarily, | would have taken advantage of the two- 
minute commercial break to microwave dinner, take a 
vitamin, or feed my dog. Not this time. | wanted to be 
ready when the break was over. Now, you might be 
wondering, why was | in such great anticipation of a 
match that had been taped three days in advance? 
Don’t | have Internet access? Don’t | read the Smack- 
down spoilers? Doesn't PW/ usually send a photograph- 
er and a writer—if not both—to Smackdown tapings? 

Actually, | never read the spoilers, and | request that 
our editor-in-chief, Dave Lenker, never give me the re- 
sults of taped Smackdowns in casual conversation. | want 
to remain a fan first and foremost, and giving away the 
ending ruins it for me. Would Roger Ebert want to know 
the ending of every movie he goes to review? So that's 
why | had good reason to believe that Benoit-Booker 
2005 had as much potential as Benoit-Booker 1998. 

Back from the commercial break, Booker neutralized 
Benoit with a chinlock, Benoit powered out of it with 
elbows and chops, but Booker clamped on the chinlock 
again. Two chinlocks in a televised WWE match? Surely, 
anything could happen next. 

Moments after Booker missed a headbutt from the 
top rope, Benoit—despite his right foot slipping on the 
turnbuckle—managed to catch his challenger with a 
superplex. Booker’s wife, Sharmell, distracted Benoit by 
brandishing a steel chair. “The Bookerman” regained 
control with a series of kneelifts. As the referee separat- 
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A lot of fans still remember the scintillating series between Booker T 
and Chris Benoit in WCW. They were battling for a TV title match. Harry 
Burkett believes they are capable of doing for the WWE U.S. title in 2005 
what they did for the WCW TV belt in 1998. 












ed Booker and Benoit near the ropes, Sharmell hit “The 
Rabid Wolverine” with a low blow, and Booker delivered 
a scissors kick to score the pinfall and become a three- 
a time U.S. champion. 
fa 
Si 
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As | write this column, it has 
been only two days since | saw 
that title change. I’m still not 
sure how WWE is going to han- 
dle the situation. Are we going 
to be treated to a series of 
matches between Booker and 
Benoit that are on par with their 
1998 encounters? Or will the 
result of this match, and the 
potential for a greater rivalry, 
become irrelevant by the time 
the next Smackdown airs? 

| hope Booker and Benoit 
will engage in more exciting 
battles for the U.S. title. Based 
on WWE's track record, how- 
ever, | get the feeling that Creative had more interest in 
milking those ridiculous 30-second matches between 
Benoit and Jordan for two months than it would in pro- 
moting a thrilling series between Benoit and Booker. 
And Creative wonders why so few people care about the 
U.S. or Intercontinental titles anymore. 

In the revisionist history that has swept the industry 
since WWE bought WCW in 2001, we’ve been led to 
believe that WWE—despite Ted Turner spending mil- 
lions of dollars to put Vince McMahon out of business— 
came back to win the Monday night war because WWE 
was brilliant and WCW was completely inept. We’ve 
been led to believe that Eric Bischoff and his bookers 
didn’t know how to run a wrestling company, let alone a 
sports entertainment empire. But I’m convinced that 
WCW often did an admirable job of building toward im- 
portant matches, depending on which booker was call- 
ing the shots on a given night. 

The best-of-seven series between Benoit and Booker 
was an example of that. Do you remember what was at 
stake in that best-of-seven series? I'll give you a moment 
to think about it. The WCW TV title? Close. As incredible 
as it may seem, Benoit and Booker sweated, battered 
each other, and fought their hearts out over ... a shot at 
not the World or U.S. title, but the TV belt. Imagine that. 
Then-champion Dave “Fit” Finlay was sitting pretty as 
his two top challengers bruised each other for weeks. 

Just as Sharmell used a low blow in the Smackdown 
match, an out-of-control Bret Hart interfered in the sev- 
enth bout of the 1998 series, apparently helping his fel- 
low Canadian, Benoit, beat Booker. But “The Rabid 
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Wolverine” didn’t want to win that way and refused the 
victory. In an eighth match held at that year’s Great 
American Bash, Booker went on to pin Benoit cleanly 
and—later that night—defeated Fit Finlay for the gold. 

All of that for the TV title. Sure, Booker and John 
Cena engaged in a best-of-five series for the U.S. belt 
that culminated at SummerSlam 2004. Yet not even all 
of those matches were available on television or pay- 
per-view. Obviously, Creative got bored with that con- 
cept after the second match. 

WWE has it backward. Creative used Booker’s match 
with Benoit to advance the Sharmell-is-a-conniving- 
shrew storyline—instead of the Sharmell saga being 
used to sell Booker vs. Benoit. The U.S. title was a mere 
trinket compared to the unfolding personal issues. 

There is a reason why championships are important. 
Not only do titles keep the focus on the actual wres- 
tling, but they also give wrestlers a reason to fight each 
other. When the members of Creative disregard titles in 
favor of personal issues, they are constantly forced to 
devise storylines that are more and more outlandish. 
Eventually, the result is a product that is out of touch 
with its loyal base of fans. 

Today, can you imagine two guys the caliber of 
Benoit and Booker committing to a best-of-seven series 
for a mere shot at the WWE U.S. title? It's frightening 
how far the wrestling business has strayed from the fun- 
damentals since 1998. 

To paraphrase Benoit, prove me wrong, WWE. I’m 
sure Benoit and Booker can give us a best-of-seven 
series worthy of the U.S. title. 0 
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The ridiculously one-sided U.S. title series between Benoit and Orlando Jordan this summer was fun, writes 
Burkett, but did little for the prestige of that title. He considers that part of a glaring problem in today’s WWE. 
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OU WANT TO talk about frustration? You want to 
talk about anger? You do? Okay. Forgive me, but | 
need to go on a bit of a rant with this column. You 

try being a woman in the world of professional wrestling. 

I'm not talking about some bubblegum, “show us 
your puppies” woman. | mean a businesswoman. In 
many ways, it’s easier to be one of those large-chested, 
air-headed divas on TV who seem to lose their brain 
cells once the camera’s red light goes on. At least with 
them, there’s a part to play. They’re not being judged on 
actual merit. They’re being judged based on the parts 
they play. It’s a tough industry for real women like me, 
Brandi Mankiewicz, and Linda McMahon. 

Yes. | know that’s one of the only times you'll ever 
see me compare myself to the most powerful woman in 
wrestling ... and Linda isn’t too shabby, either. 

The thing is, | can understand Mrs. McMahon's frus- 
tration. | can see how it would boil over and express it- 
self in the form of a well-placed punt to Jim Ross’ man- 
hood. | mean, heck, I'd like to deliver a kick or two to 
some of the gents around this office. | can feel her pain. 
| can understand her anger. 

That doesn’t mean I’m applauding Linda. I’m not 
doing that at all. If anything, I’m condemning her. 
For years, she was the standard by which all of us 
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women in wrestling tried to live. She held herself 
with poise and class in a chauvinistic world. | looked 
up to Mrs. Mac. | tried to match her patience and 
grace. | tried to be a lot like her. 

Now | feel stupid for all that. Stupid and betrayed. 
| wish | could have taken the easy way out years ago. 
| wish | could have brought myself to haul off and 
blast Eddie Ellner below the belt with my high heels. | 
missed the chance to knock out Matt Brock at the of- 
fice Christmas party. | blew my shot at smashing my 
stapler over Stu Saks’ head. Why? Because | thought 
about Linda McMahon. | wondered what she would 
do. Then | calmed down and chose to walk away, 
have a smoke, take a drink, or turn to whatever other 
vices | was turning to at the time. 

Turns out | was wrong. All of that was just an act. In 
the end, she had less patience and grace than | did. In 
actuality, I'm stronger than she is. How do | know? 
Because | have yet to lose my mind and turn my back 
on all the ideals and morals |’ve held dear for so long. 
My role model didn’t. She didn’t think twice before turn- 
ing her robotic back on the fans and supporters that she 
had throughout the world. She didn’t bat an eyelash 
before stabbing us all in the collective back. 

The funny thing is that none of us saw it coming, 
me included. | guess we should have 
seen this coming for years. 

| mean, she has always been 
seen as “the nice McMahon” or “the 
normal McMahon.” This whole time, 
we should have realized that maybe 
there was no such thing. In my book, 
the only nice and normal McMahon 
is Ed ... and he’s not related to the 
folks in Stamford, is he? 

What do | mean? Well, take into 
account the dysfunctional McMahon 
family as a whole. Let’s look at the 
fact that Linda’s only daughter, 
stephanie, is a vile, foul-mouthed 
brat. She does nothing more than 
screech, whine, scream, and flaunt 
her sexuality at every turn. Vince 
wasn't a single dad. Linda Mac had 
| to have a hand in raising that little 

mm monster, too. She did a spectacular 


No surprise Linda McMahon was upset after her encounter with Steve Austin in early-October. Liz job. As they say, the apple doesn't 
Hunter, however, expected her to handle what happened with her usual class. Wrong! 


fall far from the tree. In this case, 
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Linda Mac was there to comfort daughter Steph- 
anie after Steph’s loss to her dad at No Mercy 2003 
(above). And Shane was there to help his mom 
after Austin stunned her (left). To the dismay of Liz, 


both the apple and the tree appear to be rotten 
through and through. 

Her son, Shane, while veering toward the side of 
good now and then, still has a mean, arrogant streak 
in him. Just like his sister, this prince has the inabili- 
ty to see right from wrong at times. His part in vari- 
ous feuds with his parents through the years might 
be enough to show us that the relationship he has 
with his folks isn’t exactly hunky-dory. 

Then there’s Vince himself. One of the most pomp- 
ous, chauvinistic characters in this entire business. 


Linda is now just another McMahon. 


That’s her husband. She married 
him. She stood by his side no mat- 
ter how many times he put his 
tongue in the mouths of newly 
hired divas. All the harassment and 
rude remarks that I’ve dealt with at 
work over the years she probably 
deals with at home tenfold. 
She’s stood by him, though. 
She’s still there. She’s still a mem- 
ber of the family and she’s still a 
McMahon. Now, we're finally see- 
ing that she’s more than just one 
in name only. She has the attitude. 
She has the vile disposition. She caught the sickness. 
That’s fine by me. At least now | know. | won't try to 
emulate Linda McMahon anymore. | won't think about 
her grace and elegance. Instead, |’ll focus on that cyni- 
cal outlook that everyone condemns wrestling journalists 
for having. If the McMahons want to know why the press 
is so negative and nasty about everything, then the 
answer is simple. In fact, | can sum it up with a line I’ve 
heard recited numerous times on TV as part of an anti- 
drug public service announcement: 
“From you, all right? | learned by watching you!” 
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[Editor's note: Mike Quackenbush, who has held numerous titles in the United States and beyond, 
files reports on the life of an independent wrestler seeking to make an impact on the business. In 
this issue, he writes about one very simple but unusual lesson he hadn't gotten around to teach- 
ing his CHIKARA students, and how they all paid a price as a result.] 





burgh scene, which was—and still is—a very even wrestlers from rival promotions are friendly with 
close-knit micro-community of wrestlers, many of each other. When Pittsburgh was the only area in 
whom stay loyal to that region for the duration of their which | plied my trade, | always found the locker 
| rooms to be united by a certain camaraderie. Such 
things aren’t uncommon in familiar settings. But 
wrestling attracts men and women of all lifestyles 
and pursuits, and when traveling to new territo- 
ries, promotions, or even countries, it’s impossible 
to know what to expect. There are thousands of 
wrestlers the world over, and we have our quota 
of bad apples just like any other vocation does. 

When | moved from Pittsburgh to the other end 
of Pennsylvania, my career changed directions. | 
found work with some prominent companies, 
improved my game, and learned a lot about the 
side of wrestling that fans never see. One night, 
before a match in Yardville, New Jersey, | observed 
my mentor, Ace Darling, stuffing a folded wad of 
dollar bills into his boot. Since | had first made my 
way onto the independent scene, | had encountered 
more than my share of strange locker room cus- 
toms, secret handshakes, odd jargon, and supersti- 
tious rituals. Even though what passes for the “East 
Coast scene” on the independents is much larger, 
geographically speaking, than the Pittsburgh scene, 
itis also a fairly close-knit society unto itself. 

Justly perplexed by this peculiar occurrence, | 
simply had to ask Ace what he was doing. He told 
me about his own mentor in the business, “Iron” 
Mike Sharpe, and the knowledge and experience he 
had acquired in his years traveling the world. Many 
of the places he traveled, Ace told me, were not like 
the easy-going, friendly locker rooms to which we 
were accustomed. Especially on the independents, 
locker rooms are often crowded, messy places with 
clothes and wrestling gear and luggage strewn 

=a A about. It’s not uncommon to lose a pair of socks or 
Tier : a roll of athletic tape, or even find someone else’s 
Gran Akuma should have been in the mood to celebrate his victory in CHIKARA’s Torneo 


Cibernetico this October, but by the time that show ended and everyone had returned to deodorant in your Own bag. 
the locker room, the wrestlers were more angry than anything. These types of situations, unfortunately, make it 


| GOT MY start in the independents on the Pitts- careers. Everyone knows everybody else there, and 









; LINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 





EERE ERE EERE EERE EERE EERE REET EET REET EERE EERE EEE TEER EEE EEE EER EEE EEE REE EEE TEER EERE HE TEETER EERE EE RTH OOH 


BY MIKE QUACKENBUSH 





easy for a thief to abscond with a valuable, some cash, 
or any other item he might be able to spot. To protect 
themselves against any possible theft, a lot of grapplers 
from Sharpe’s era took to keeping their cash in their 
wrestling boots or trunks while they wrestled. 

So, to avoid returning after a match and finding his 
money missing, Ace, like his mentor had advised him, 
made a habit of taking whatever cash he had on hand, 
folding it into a flat square, and placing it at the bottom 
of his wrestling boot before heading to the ring. Maybe 
in my youthful naivete, | failed to grasp the importance 
of the lesson Ace was imparting to me. 

That show in Yardville took place nearly 10 years 
ago, and my career trajectory has changed a lot since 
then. These days, | devote most of my time and energy 
to CHIKARA, and serving as head trainer at the Chikara 
Wrestle Factory now located in the former ECW Arena. 
The CHIKARA promotion is filled almost exclusively with 
people | have helped train and prepare for careers in 
wrestling, much in the same way that Ace had helped 
prepare me for the things I’d encounter in my indepen- 
dent travels. Our locker room is a familiar place with 
familiar faces, and the sort of offbeat sense of humor 
that pervades our live events is pretty indicative of the 








Ace Darling taught Mike Quackenbush a lot about the wrestling business 
when he was just getting started. He recently had the chance to teach his stu- 
dents a little trick Darling once taught him. He wishes he had done it sooner. 


sense of humor you'll encounter in our backstage area. 
It’s a relatively comfortable setting, and in the years 


since the company formed, we've never had a locker 
room fistfight, an ugly incident, or theft. That is, until 
one weekend in October. 

While 16 of us competed in a CMLL-style Torneo 
Cibernetico that spanned 104 minutes from bell to bell, 
the main changing area backstage was left largely unat- 
tended. So much of the company roster was in the ring 
or involved in the officiating or calling of the match that 
the locker room was unsupervised for an unusually long 
time. Even most of the undercard wrestlers were out in 
the crowd somewhere, watching our epic annual tradi- 
tion between eight fechnicos and eight rudos. 

When the match was over, a pack of sweaty, injured, 
and exhausted men found their way back through the 
curtain and got ready to head home for the evening. 
some of the wrestlers were off to one side, congratulat- 
ing Cibernetico winner Gran Akuma and carrying on. It 
was then that a shadow fell across the place. Our guest, 
Milano Collection AT, discovered some of his food was 
missing. A sweatshirt belonging to Swiss wrestler 
Claudio Castagnoli had also vanished. Worst of all, one 
wrestler’s wallet was nowhere to be found. 


Unsure of how to remedy the situation, | asked 
every wrestler on the card to bring his bags into the 
main hall, and there we all emptied our belongings 
onto the floor. The stolen sweatshirt was then found, 
but neither the food nor the wallet turned up. The 
police were Called to determine what charges could be 
brought forth, reports filed, and statements taken. 
Based on what was found and the circumstances sur- 
rounding the incident, not much could be done, and the 
police advised me as such. The only upside to the 
entire brouhaha was the return of the sweatshirt. 

While one guilt-faced wrestler tried to assemble his 
alibi, | thought of Ace and his cash, which typically 
smelled like sweaty socks. I’ve spent so much time 
teaching my proteges the lessons of the ring that a sim- 
ple lesson of the locker room escaped me, and the 
whole CHIKARA family paid the price for my oversight. 
While it’s probably not a mistake we’ll make again, it 
still took something as drastic as a theft in our own 
midst to remind of us of the price tag attached to our 
comfortable familiarity. 0 
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Booker T & Sharmell 
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I’ve been around 
this business long enough to know better than to get 
too worked up over anything that happens in a wres- 
tling ring. When it comes to my personal preferences 
as a wrestling fan, give me the days when you were 
allowed to smoke a cheap cigar at ringside, beers ran 
a buck apiece, and the broads came dressed up for a 
night on the town, not like red district refugees. But | 
know my personal tastes are passe. They have been 
for probably close to three decades now, which is why 
| consider myself a wrestling writer, and sometimes 
not as much of a wrestling fan as | used to be. §]So the 
promoters set the card, the wrestlers wrestle their 
matches, and | write about it all. Far be it from me to 
tell the promoters or wrestlers how to do their jobs 
(though both have certainly been known to tell me how 
to do mine). All that being said, | was absolutely dis- 
gusted by how the McMahon family treated Jim Ross 
here tonight. There are a few theories as to why Ross 
was fired as an announcer—he didn’t have the look 
WWE wanted, made too many enemies in high places, 
needed some time off due to health problems, whatev- 
er. Having Linda McMahon kick him below the belt on 
national television was an awful way to take Ross out 
of the booth. {jLet me reveal something here I've never 
made public. Back in 1984, | had a lot of people en- 
couraging me to go after a job writing for the WWF’s 
publications. | gave it a lot of thought. Almost picked 
up the phone and made a call. The company was tak- 
ing off. The pay would have been good. But in the end, 
| couldn’t stomach the idea of being on the WWF pay- 
roll and being told to write positive things about the 
company, regardless of my personal feelings. {|| never 
was Cut out to be a model employee. Seeing how WWE 
and the McMahon family treated one of their model 
employees, |’m happy | wasn’t. 


| I’m convinced Booker T 
is playing games with everybody. For the past few 
weeks on Smackdown, his wife, Sharmell, has been 
getting physically involved in his matches and petition- 
ing GM Teddy Long for shots at the U.S. title, and Book- 
er acts like he doesn’t know it’s going on. {]You know, | 
find it hard to believe a wife can go behind her hus- 
band’s back week after week and keep him in the dark, 
especially when everything this particular wife does is 
broadcast on national TV. Does Sharmell erase Smack- 
down telecasts from the TiVo before Booker gets home 





EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EERE EEE EE EEE EERE EERE EEE EERE EEE EEE EERE EEE ETHER Ee 


WITH MATT BROCK 


every week? Does she lure him away from the back- 
stage monitor whenever WWE shows replays of her 
actions or the announcers make mention of her politick- 
ing? Booker may not be the smartest man to ever lace 
up a pair of wrestling boots (that honor goes to “Wild” 
Red Berry), but he knows exactly what his better half is 
up to. {]Think about it. Batista is a fan favorite champi- 
on. By turning heel, Booker is more likely to land a 
World title match. It’s all a part of Booker’s master plan. 
Just tread lightly, Booker. We all know the toll the 
wrestling business can take on a marriage when your 
wife gets too involved. Call Kevin Sullivan, Randy Sav- 
age, or John Tatum if you don’t believe me. 


| used to think Chris Harris and 
James Storm were a couple of kids with good heads on 
their shoulders, but now it looks like Jeff Jarrett has 
poisoned their minds. Jarrett somehow persuaded 
America’s Most Wanted to turn their backs on their fans 
and give up their own personal ethics to help him 
reclaim the NWA heavyweight title on a Border City 
Wrestling card a few months back. §|At tonight's /mpact 
taping, Jarrett (along with Gail Kim) returned the favor, 
helping AMW beat The Naturals to win their seventh 
NWA tag team title. | talked to Harris and Storm briefly 
after the match and asked them if winning another 
championship was worth sacrificing their dignity to be- 
come toadies to Jarrett. {“It's all about the title belts. 
Big, shiny gold belts like these, old man,” Harris said to 
me. “We’re the best team in wrestling. AMW deserves 
to be champions.” 4|I could almost see Jeff Jarrett 
working Harris like a ventriloquist’s dummy. I’ve known 
Harris and Storm for better than three years now. 
They'd never been anything but polite and respectful. A 
couple of weeks palling around with Jarrett and they’re 
popping off insults and talking about how they “de- 
serve” title belts. {|| hope Harris and Storm enjoy this 
latest title run. If this is where their heads are today, | 
don’t expect them to hold those belts for long. They 
have forgotten what the word “champion” means. 


We go from two guys with no 
class to one of wrestling’s true class acts, Jimmy 
Hart. {|For anyone who can remember some of Hart’s 
famous antics aS a manager in the WWF and WCW, it 
probably sounds strange to see Hart described as 
Classy, but | stand by it. Hart was asked by WWE to be 
a part of the big Raw “Homecoming” event, and he 


Se FF! 
Jimmy Hart 


made an appearance that allegedly got him in some 
hot water with TNA management. But Hart never had a 
contract with TNA and had pretty much been working 
behind the scenes under a handshake deal. §|WWE Is 
putting out a new action figure, Hart is launching his 
own energy drink, and | Know Jimmy is still trying to 
push DVDs of his old XWF footage. It’s just good busi- 
ness for him to stay on good terms with WWE. You will 
never hear Hart run down another promotion or get 
caught up in the mudslinging that seems to suck in 
everyone else involved in this game. Jimmy just does 
his own thing and acts like a gentleman at all times, 
and true gentlemen are in short supply in wrestling. 
“I’m not here to make enemies or stir up trouble,” 
Hart told me. “TNA has a great product. WWE has a 
great product. The wrestling business is alive and 
kicking, baby. That’s all that matters.” 
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INTRODUCING 


ANDREW RYKER 


persistent. In fact, that persistence dates back to his very 

first match in 2001, when he debuted at a Mid-Eastern 
Wrestling Federation show in Baltimore. He became involved in a 
prematch brawl with a local favorite named Ruckus. Ryker got 
the worst end of the skirmish, and Ruckus dropped him in the 
middle of the ring with a pumphandle slam. The problem was 
that a board was sticking up in the 25-year-old ring, and Ryker 
went down, face-first, right on top of it. 

“Before | had my very first match, | was in the ring with a 
broken nose,” recalled Ryker. “It didn’t bleed, but it swelled up to 
four times its normal size. | was standing there disoriented, in a 
kind of fog. That didn’t bode well for my debut that night.” 

Ryker teamed with The Cat Burglar against Ruckus and 
Derek Frazier later in the evening. The previous month, Ryker 
had accused Ruckus of stealing his finishing move, the 450 
splash. It was a bold accusation for a young upstart who hadn’t 
used the 450 splash outside his training class. Ryker paid for 
his brashness, however, when Ruckus finished him off with a 
450 splash to end the match. 

“That was a real rib-buster,” stated Ryker, who never had 
second doubts about his high-risk career choice. Since his 
broken nose and injured ribs five years ago, Ryker has suf- 
fered a broken wrist, a sprained thumb, and multiple sprained 
ankles. Furthermore, he has needed five staples to close a cut 
on his head and six stitches to close a gash on his elbow. 
While none of those injuries was career-threatening, they 
might have been enough to cause some indy wrestlers to con- 
sider a safer line of work. 

Ryker began training with Maryland Championship Wres- 
tling promoters Dan McDevitt and Mark Shrader way back in 
1998. But an auto accident, in which he was rear-ended by a 
vehicle traveling at 50 miles per hour, made it impossible for 
him to continue training. After the lawsuits and rehabilitation 
were over, however, Ryker returned to MCW’s training school 
in 2000. There, McDevitt, Shrader, and MCW regulars Qenaan 
Creed and The Bruiser helped him refine his craft. 

Because Ryker had a day job, he opted for the more relaxed 
schedule offered by the MEWF, also based in Baltimore. There, 
Ryker won the unified Maryland cruiserweight championship, 
which had been created when the MCW cruiserweight and MEWF 
junior heavyweight titles were merged just before MCW’s shut- 
down in 2003. Then-champion Christian York decided to retire 
from the business, and Ryker won the vacant title in a four-way 
match also involving Aden Chambers, Creed, and Alex Lunar. He 
dropped the belt to Chambers shortly thereafter, but defeated 


E VEN ANDREW RYKER’S enemies would agree that he’s 
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BY HARRY BURKETT 


PHOTOS BY JOE ZANOLLE 


indy veteran Reckless Youth to regain it. Ryker eventu- 
ally lost the championship to Creed. 

soon, the MEWF joined MCW in the ashbin of wres- 
tling history. Ryker set his sights on the East Coast 
Wrestling Association. He appeared as a heel in his first 
ECWA match in July 2004, teaming with Mike Tobin 
against The 0.C. Boyz. Promoter Jim Kettner noted 
Ryker’s natural rapport with the crowd and began mold- 
ing him into a fan favorite. Since that time, he has won 
over the discerning ECWA fans with his amazing arse- 
nal, which includes the Ryker rewind (a series of rolling 
German suplexes), the superkick, and the 450 splash. 

As a rising star in the Delaware-based promotion, 
Ryker has faced some of the top wrestlers on the 
Northeast independent circuit, including Austin Aries 
and Low-Ki. His most notable feud, though, has been 
with former ECWA champ Mike Kruel. It all started when 
he used the Ryker rewind to pin Kruel in a five-way 
match also involving Scotty Charisma, John Walters, 
and Xavier. The following month, Kruel was ready for 
revenge when he faced Ryker in a grudge match. Kruel 
tried to take a shortcut by exposing the corner turn- 
buckle and throwing Ryker toward it, but Ryker caught 


La 





Kruel with a headscissors instead and catapulted him Andrew Ryker didn’t defeat Alex Shelley in the 2005 Super 8, but he still consid- 
; ; ers getting a chance to wrestle in the event his top career highlight thus far. The : 
into the steel. The 6, 205-pounder climbed to the top 25-year-old has already gotten to show his stuff to some WWE officials, too. 


rope, unleashed a 450 splash, and pinned Kruel for the 
biggest win of his career. 

That set the stage for the proudest moment of Ryker’s 
life. Ryker’s wins over Kruel, Low-Ki, and others had 
made him a legitimate force in the eyes of ECWA fans. He 
was the only ECWA mainstay to be invited in 2005 to par- 
ticipate in the Super 8, the cruiserweight-style tourna- 
ment promoted by Kettner each year. Although Ryker lost 
to TNA star Alex Shelley in the opening round, he still 
posts that event at the top of his resume. 

“The Super 8 was the hardest and most rewarding 
thing I’ve ever done,” said Ryker. “Even though | didn’t 
win that night, my name will still be in the history books 
along with The Hardy Boyz, Billy Kidman, and other guys 
who lost in the tournament, but went on to have suc- 
cessful careers. To stand there with 
those seven athletes—wrestlers 
who've been in Japan and TNA and 
everywhere in between—and have 
that medallion put around my neck 
... | just had to take a deep breath 


and say, ‘Oh, God, | can’t believe I’m here.’” 

Despite that Super 8 loss, Ryker’s career continues 
on the upswing. Ryker holds the Pennsylvania-based 
Five Star Wrestling’s heavyweight title and had an in- 
ring workout in front of WWE agents such as Arn An- 
derson, Ted DiBiase, and his childhood idol, Dean Ma- 
lenko, just a few hours before SummerSlam 2005. On 
september 24, he had a match against ECWA Mid-At- 
lantic champion Chase Del Monte in Newark, Delaware. 
Del Monte pinned Ryker in a hard-fought thriller, but it 
now seems inevitable that the 25-year-old star will 
wear ECWA gold in the near future. 

Why is it inevitable? Persistence ... thy name is 
Andrew Ryker. | 
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He wasn’t particularly intimidating and didn’t do much 


screaming. No, Nick Bockwinkel, even though he wrestled 


mostly as a heel, was 
soft-spoken and articu- 
late. He was also one of 


Bockwinkel had an 
easy “in” to pro wres- 
tling. He was a second- 
generation wrestler, the 
son of Warren Bock- 
winkel. He made his 
a first appearance in the 
ring, and got his first 
payday, when he was 
five years old. 

“My dad was working Corpus Christi,” he recalled. 
“The fans didn’t like the decision of his match, so they 
began throwing coins into the ring, as if to tell the refer- 
ee, ‘We'll pay you to be honest.’ Someone said, ‘Nicky, 
go in there and pick them up.’ When | climbed up into 
the ring, there were pennies, dimes, nickels, and quar- 
ters everywhere. When | picked them up and put them 
in a corner of the ring, the fans started to throw more. 
That was my first payday.” 

After playing football for one year at the University of 
Oklahoma, Nick gravitated into the business. “The pros 
all Knew me, so they’d snatch me into a hold and say, 
‘Okay, let’s see how you're gonna get out of this one,’” 
he said. “| squealed and yelled a lot that first year, but | 
learned a lot in the process.” 

Bockwinkel had good teachers. He trained with Lou 
Thesz, Gene Kiniski, Lord James Blears, and his dad. In 
1960, he traveled to Omaha, Nebraska, and wrestled 
under a mask as The Phantom. A year later. he was in 
Buffalo wrestling as Roy Diamond. After that, he wrestled 
all over the U.S. under his given name. In 1969, he 
moved on to Atlanta, where he changed his clean-cut 
image, becoming more sarcastic and arrogant. “| be- 
came very comfortable with the new image and it really 
kicked my career into high gear,” he said. “I didn’t yell 
on interviews like most of the heels did. It really irritated 
people to see me stay so cool in high-pressure situa- 
tions. | raised my voice occasionally, but when | did, it 
got people’s attention and meant something. ” 
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In 1972, Bockwinkel and Ray Stevens won the AWA 
World tag title, but his biggest achievement came three 
years later, when he won his first AWA World title from 
Verne Gagne. Three more AWA title reigns later, Bock- 
winkel retired at age 52. 

Since then, he has served as GM for AWA Super- 


the old AWA’s most suc- stars, commissioner for the Japan Pro Wrestling As- 
cessful wrestlers, win- sociation and WCW, and a road agent for the WWF. He 
ning four World titles. also worked in the life insurance business for seven 


years. “Today, I’m semi-retired. | look after my insur- 
ance clients and get residual checks,” he said. 

Bockwinkel now plays a lot of golf with his wife and 
admits that she’s better than him. He is also the right- 
hand man to Red Bastien, president of the Cauliflower 
Alley Club. He takes care of memorabilia, works with the 
hotels involved, and co-chairs the annual reunion. “I still 
have a love for wrestling, and I'd love to get involved 
again, but with the way the business is structured today, 
l’m not sure if any opportunities will ever be available.” 

(Scott Teal publishes the newsletter “Whatever 
Happened To ...?” He can be reached at P.O. Box 
2781, Hendersonville, TN 37077-2781. Web site: 
www. 1 wrestlinglegends.com.) 





AWA titleholder Nick Bockwinkel brings WWF titlist Bob Backlund to 
his knees in a test of strength during a 1979 battle of worid champs. 









2 MAGAZINES IN 1! 


THE WRESTLER/INSIDE WRESTLING 


Okay, it was an experiment. We took a gamble. Nobody had ever thought of binding two magazines, back 
cover to back cover, and selling them as one package. It wouldn't have worked with most magazines, but 


The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling have been so closely associated for the last 40 years, we thought it just 
might work. Well, it did! Reader response has been overwhelmingly positive. So if you missed the 164-page 


combination issues we've published so far, here’s a chance to order them. 











Vol. 2, 2005: 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: 
“The Angle Zone: Enter At Your Own 
Risk! 60-Minute Interview: Bob 
Orton Jr. Also Inside: Booker 7, ¥& 
Michoels-Christion, AJ. Styles, Roy “Big ¥en 
Bossman” Traylor. 
Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: 
“Edge Of Insanity! Has He Ruined His 
Future?” Also Inside: Scott D'Amore, Paul 
London, Orlando Jordan, Joey Matthews, 
Kim Neilson, Kenny Bolin, Dunn & Marcos, Simon Dean, Mana, 


Kane-Snitsky, Magnus & Daivari, Pat Kenney. 
















Vol. 1, 2004: 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “The 
Billion-Dollar Reason Triple-H Was Traded 
Back To Raw!” 60-Minute Interview: 
Rick Steamboat. Also Inside: Trish-Chris- 
fian, Ring of Honor, Raw vs. Smackdown, 
Super 8. 
Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: ‘The 
Dead Man’s Last Will: What The Under- 
faker Must Do Before He Deep-Sixes His 
Coreer.” Also Inside: Paul Heyman, 
Orion-Foley, Jackie-Rico, Johnny 
Nitro, Sylvester Terkay, Jillian Hall 
Akio & Sakoda, Garrison Cade, 
Matt Cappotelli, the Bashams, 
Sonny Siaki, Sonjay Dutt. 


Vol. 3, 2005: 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “Hogan Steals WrestleMania!” 
60-Minute Interview: Terry Funk. Also Inside: Cornette vs. 
Heenan, Petey Williams, 10 unforgettable WrestleMania moments. 
Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: “WrestleMania 21: The Real 
Winners & Losers.” Also Inside: Alexis Loree, Lance Hoyt, Shane % 
Twins, Jack Evans, Val Venis, Arch Kincaid, Mike Mondo, Alere Little- 


feather, Jeff Hammond, 0.C. Boyz, Shawn Michaels. 
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December 1985: That doesn’t look like The Rock bodyslamming Ted DiBiase. It’s 
actually just Rock of The Blade Runners, a pre-Warrior incarnation of Jim Hellwig. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


sels is still igniting controversy seven years after 
he last stepped into a wrestling ring ... Prior to 
training for a career in wrestling, Jim Hellwig had studied 
to become a chiropractor ... Hellwig trained under Red 
Bastien and made his pro debut in 1985 in Mid-South 
Wrestling ... With his incredible physique and power, 
Hellwig showed tremendous potential and was recruited 
by Rick Bassman for his Powerteam U.S.A. stable, which 
also included a youngster named Steve Borden, who 
would go on to be known as Sting ... Hellwig and Borden 
formed a Road Warriors-inspired tag team known as The 
Blade Runners, with Hellwig adopting the name Rock and 
Borden going by the name Flash ... Rock and Flash com- 
peted briefly in the UWF until Hellwig left the promotion 
for World Class Championship Wrestling. 

In the summer of 1986, Hellwig adopted the name 
The Dingo Warrior ... Began building a cult fan follow- 
ing and formed a tag team with Lance Von Erich ... On 
November 17, 1986, Warrior and Von Erich won the 
World Class tag team title, beating Master Gee and Matt 
Bourne ... Less than three months later, Warrior defeat- 
ed Bob Bradley to win the World Class Texas title. 

In June 1987, Warrior debuted in the WWF. He com- 
peted as The Dingo Warrior for a few months before 
being rechristened The Ultimate Warrior before his TV de- 
but in October 1987 ... Vince McMahon claims he looked 
at The Road Warriors and “Modern Day Warrior” Kerry 
Von Erich and determined that Hellwig could be “The 
Ultimate Warrior” ... Stormed the ring like a madman 
and destroyed veteran Terry Gibbs in just 1:38 in his first 
televised WWF match ... Warrior’s maniacal, high-energy 
entrances (he sprinted to the ring), impressive gorilla 
press-slam, and unique look and physique made him an 
instant favorite among fans ... For the rest of 1987, 
Warrior competed almost exclusively against preliminary 
opponents, amassing a score of quick, decisive wins and 
gradually building confidence and experience before test- 
ing himself against the WWF's elite stars. 

Finally, in January 1988, Warrior scored a big win 
over eight-time former NWA World champion Harley 
Race, beating Race by disqualification when Hercules 
interfered ... That launched the Warrior's first WWF 
feud, which culminated in a featured match at Wres- 
tleMania IV that Warrior won in convincing fashion ... 
Frustrated by The Heenan Family’s poor performance 
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am October 1986: One step away from becoming The Ultimate Warrior. When Hellwig 
first became a Warrior while competing in Texas, he was The Dingo Warrior. 
Don’t ask what it means. 


against the musclebound newcomer, Bobby Heenan 
made the Warrior a frequent target of his barbs, and 
that led to a series of loser—wears-a-weasel-suit 
matches ... Warrior, of course, won every time ... At 
SummerSlam 1988, Intercontinental champion The 
Honky Tonk Man was informed that Brutus Beefcake 
was unable to compete in his scheduled title match, so 
Honky made the fatal error of issuing an open challenge 
to the locker room ... The Warrior responded and lev- 
eled HTM with a shoulderblock and big splash, needing 
just 28 seconds to end what is still the longest Inter- 
continental title reign of all-time. 

At the 1988 Survivor Series, Warrior captained a team 
that included Beefcake, The Blue Blazer (Owen Hart), Jim 
Brunzell, and Sam Houston against HTM, Bad News 
Brown, Greg Valentine, Danny Davis, and Ron Bass ... 
Warrior’s team won, with Warrior emerging as the sole 
survivor ... At the 1989 Royal Rumble, Warrior took part in 
a posedown against Rick Rude ... He seemed to be get- 
ting the best of Rude when Rude attacked him from 
behind ... In what was considered a shocking upset, Rude 
beat Warrior for the Intercontinental title at WrestleMania V 
when Warrior tried to suplex Rude back into the ring and 
Heenan tripped him and held Warrior's legs to prevent him 
from kicking out of the pinfall attempt. 


38 [INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


August 1988: Foolish, foolish Honky Tonk Man. He had been I-C 
champ for 14 months when he issued an open challenge at 
SummerSlam 1988. Ultimate Warrior ended the reign in 28 seconds. 


During the feud with Rude, Warrior became in- 
creasingly intense, and his interviews became more 
bizarre and virtually incomprehensible at times ... At 
SummerSlam 1989, Warrior beat Rude to regain the 
I-C title when Roddy Piper came to ringside and 
mooned Rude, distracting him ... Three months later 
at the 1989 Survivor Series, Warrior teamed with Jim 
Neidhart and The Rockers to face The Heenan Family 
of Andre the Giant, Haku, Arn Anderson, and Heenan 
himself ... Warrior was once again the sole survivor, 
last eliminating a terrified Heenan ... The clash every- 
one was wait- 
ing for was 
teased at the 
1990 Royal 
Rumble when 
Warrior briefly 
squared off 
against Hulk 
Hogan ... The 
match was 
signed for 
WrestleMania 
VI in Toronto. 

In the weeks 
leading up to 
that match, 
Warrior made 
headlines by 
scoring a ser- 
ies of singles 
wins over An- 
dre the Giant, 
often pinning 





October 1989: Andre the Giant was approach- 
ing the end of his career (and life) when he 
clashed with Warrior. Still, Warrior's series of 
quick and decisive wins was impressive. 





































February 1990: Warrior and Hulk Hogan were uneasy friends leading up to their WrestleMania VI show- 
down. But Hogan would salute him after Warrior pinned him cleanly for the WWF World title. 


the Giant in less than a minute ... In the best match of against Rude in a steel cage 

his career, Warrior cleanly defeated Hogan to win the match at SummerSlam 

WWF World title at WrestleMania VI, kicking out of Ho- 1990 ... At the 1990 Sur- | a7) | | a 

gan’s vaunted legdrop in a bout that would be voted _ vivor Series, Warrior teamed ee eal 

Match of the Year by PW/ readers ... The match was with Kerry Von Erich and = — _ 

seen as the symbolic passing of the torch between The Road Warriors, forming August 1990: Rick Rude and Warrior feuded 

Hogan and Warrior, with many observers believing one of the most physically ee both the I-C and World titles. 
; e Ravishing One” only had success with 

Warrior would be the man to carry the WWF throughout impressive Survivor Seri€s the 1-¢ gold on the line. 

the 1990s ... Warrior was still the Intercontinental teams ever ... As the sole 





champion, so he gave up that championship. 

A repackaged and committed Rude lobbied for anoth- 
er series against the Warrior and was named the top 
contender to the title ... Successfully defended the title 


survivor of that match, Warrior had to compete in an 
“Ultimate Survivor” match later in the card, teaming with 
fellow survivors Hogan and Tito Santana against Her- 
cules, Rick Martel, Paul Roma, Ted DiBiase, and The 
Warlord ... Hogan 
and Warrior were 
the final survivors. 
Warrior's WWF 
title reign came to 
a shocking end at 
the 1991 Royal Rum- 
ble when Warrior 
lost the title to Amer- 
ican patriot-turned- 
lraqgi sympathizer 
Sgt. Slaughter aft- 
er Randy Savage in- 
terfered ... Savage 
and Warrior squared 
off in a retirement 
match at Wrestle- 
Mania Vil, with War- 
rior throttling Sav- 
age to take the win 


May 1992: Perhaps the strangest feud of Warrior’s career was the one with Papa Shango. At one point, °-° On that same 


Shango cast a spell on him and caused Warrior to vomit. 


card, Hogan won the 
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World title and War- 
rior found himself 
shut out of the title 
picture ... Warrior 
teamed with Hogan at 
SummerSlam 1991, 
facing Slaughter, Col. 
Mustafa (The Iron 
Sheik), and Gen. Ad- 
nan in a handicap 
match refereed by Sid 
Justice ... Prior to the 
match, Warrior de- 
manded more money 
from Vince McMahon 
... McMahon gave 
in, but he fired War- 
rior immediately aft- 
er he and Hogan won 


their match. 
March 1996: Hunter Hearst Helmsley was sacri- In th ti 
ficed to Warrior when he made his final return 1 c mean IME, 
to the WWF at WrestleMania XII. He lost in 98 Hellwig had his name 


seconds. Ouch, Triple-H! legally changed to 
“Warrior” ... He made 
a surprise return to the WWF at WrestleMania Vill, sav- 
ing Hogan from a postmatch beatdown from Sid and 
Papa Shango ... Warrior received a World title shot 
against Savage at SummerSlam 1992, winning by 
countout ... His most memorable moment during this 
run came when he 
was locked in a cas- 
ket by The Undertak- 
er, igniting a major 
feud between the two 
... Warrior earned a 
reputation for being 
difficult in the locker 
room and stormed out 
of the WWF once again 
... IN 1993, the War- 
rior filed a $6-million 
lawsuit against the 
WWF that eventually 
was dropped ... In 
1996, Warrior once 
again returned to the 
WWF ... He defeated 
young Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley at Wrestle- 
Mania XIl in just 1:38 
... Warrior feuded with 
Goldust, Jerry Lawler, 
and Owen Hart before 
no-showing several 
WWF events in the 


May 1996: Think Owen Hart’s technical exper- 
tise made much of a difference against Warrior? 
Nope—too much power, too much intensity. 
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October 1998: The rematch that everyone waited eight years to 
see ... wasn’t worth waiting for at all. Hogan got his win over 
Warrior at Halloween Havoc, but it was ugly, and Warrior was 
soon gone again. 

summer of 1996, prompting a frustrated McMahon to 
eventually fire him once again. 

Warrior again vanished from the wrestling landscape 
for two years before finally resurfacing in WCW for another 
feud with Hogan ... He became more of a supernatural 
force this time, mysteriously appearing and disappearing in 
clouds of smoke at will ... He lost to Hogan in the main 
event of Halloween Havoc in what even Hogan admitted 
was a dreadful match ... Warrior recovered by kidnapping 
Hogan’s ally, The Disciple (Brutus Beefcake), and convert- 
ing him to his new One Warrior Nation faction ... Again, 
the Warrior's bizarre behavior and difficult personality ruf- 
fled feathers backstage, and soon he was gone from WCW. 

For the past seven years, Warrior has been living in 
Arizona, giving commentaries on the wrestling industry 
and his radical right-wing conservative political views 
on his Web site ... He has also given some speeches on 
college campuses ... He did not participate in WWE's 
The Self-Destruction Of The Ultimate Warrior DVD and 
has been vocal in criticizing the project—on which he is 
buried by the likes of McMahon, Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, 
Ted DiBiase, Gene Okerlund, and especially Heenan— 
and everyone involved in making it ... It remains to be 
seen if the powers of destrucity will lead him back to 
the ring one day, although that seems doubtful. CO 
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Back issues of The Wrestling Analyst are still available in limited quantities. 
Printed on high-gloss paper and jammed with color photos, The Wrestling Analyst 
received acclaim for its insightful evaluations of top stars, PPV events, and the 
major wrestling federations. Order now before our limited supply is exhausted! 
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CARLITO 

OR MOST PEOPLE, the first year working for a 

F company is a feeling-out process. Get to know 

office politics. Keep a low profile. Figure out 

whom to go to when problems arise. Learn how to do 

your job and determine ways in which to improve. It 
should be a year of learning and adjusting. 

Don’t tell that to Carlito Caribbean Cool. 

It is hard to believe that it has been only about a year 
since the second-generation star exploded onto WWE 
programming, upsetting then-U.S. champion John Cena 
in his first televised match. And since that first day of 
success, Carlito hasn’t looked back. 

Make whatever jokes you want about his hair, his 
speech, and his antics. The fact is, Carlito has skyrock- 
eted through the WWE ranks. But it is not only his in- 
ring skills that have people talking. His success is also 
due in great part to his entertaining style on the micro- 
phone—a style that could be described as a strange 
blend of The Rock and Rob Van Dam. Carlito is cool, and 
he'll make sure you know it. 

His “Carlito’s Cabana” segment has become one of 
the most entertaining segments on Raw since he was 
drafted from Smackdown. The segment has become 
arguably the best “talk show” in WWE in years. 

Plus, Carlito’s inability to accept anything that he 
thinks is less than cool has made him many high-profile 
enemies. Shawn Michaels. Ric Flair. John Cena. All of 
these men have been at Carlito’s throat. And while 
Carlito has more often than not come out on the losing 
end, what can you really expect from a WWE rookie? 

Still, Carlito continues to improve. Not to mention the 
fact that it seems that WWE and the USA Network are 
willing to put a lot of their faith in the young man to car- 
ry the company into the next decade. Watch the current 
USA promos for Raw. Who is being promoted alongside 
Cena and Triple-H? It isn’t The Big Show, Shelton Ben- 
Jamin, or Kane. It’s Carlito. With two major title reigns 
on his resume, a great talk show segment, and the 
blessing of the network, it looks like success is in the 
works for the man from San Juan. 

Contributing Writer Jason Langin had the challenging 

task of sitting down with the cocky superstar. Would the 
interview be cool enough for Carlito? 


: Carlito, it’s been a while since I’ve spoken to 
you. How has life changed for you since joining 
the Raw brand? 

A: Changed? Nothing has changed for Carlito. Carlito is 
é h always cool. Now | just kick people’s butts on a dif- 
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Carlito thought a few victories over a legend like Ric Flair 
would really boost his standing in WWE. Or maybe he fig- 


_ ured because his father had some success against Flair, 


he would, too. It hasn’t happened so far. 


Okay, I'll rephrase the question. How would you 
compare the Raw superstars to the Smackdown 
competition? 

No different to Carlito. First night on Smackdown, 
Carlito takes John Cena’s U.S. title. First night on Raw, 
Carlito takes the Intercontinental title from Shelton 
Benjamin. Carlito will be successful wherever he goes. 
| think you would at least agree that Raw is 
affording you more opportunities than Smack- 
down did. 

That’s true. Teddy Long tried to keep Carlito down 
by making him look foolish. Now where is he with- 
out Carlito? He misses Carlito. Eric Bischoff is a 
smart man. He puts Carlito in the main events. He 
knows what will make his show number one. 
Carlito. That's cool. 

The Fourth of July had to be a big day for you. 
That was the night you teamed with Kurt Angle 
to take on Shawn Michaels and Hulk Hogan. 

- It was okay, but nothing special to Carlito. It was 
just another match. People think that a guy like 
Shawn Michaels or Hulk Hogan is going to scare 
Carlito. It doesn’t scare Carlito; it makes him 
stronger. Line up those legends. Carlito will show 
them who is really cool. 

Speaking of legends, you signed up to 

take on Mick Foley at the Taboo Tues- 

day pay-per-view. Why did you want 

this match? If | were you, | would take 

things a lot more slowly. You’re young. 

You have time to work your way up to 

matches like that. 


vee Sa | 
Se : 


- Why? Because Mick Foley is a joke. Mick Foley 


comes onto my “Cabana” and insults Carlito. Nobody 
does that to Carlito. Mick Foley needs to be taught a 
lesson. He won't be around much longer. Carlito 
doesn’t lose sleep over Mick Foley. 

Another legend, namely Ric Flair, recently put 
an end to your Intercontinental title reign. Would 
you care to comment on that? 


: Are you trying to make Carlito angry? This is Car- 


lito’s time to be cool, and you know what Carlito 
does to people who don’t want to be cool. 


- | do. I just thought I’d get your comments on a 


man who wrestled your father and is many 
decades your elder. | have to think your cocki- 
ness has gotten so out of control that you’re 
hurting your own career ... 


- Shut up! Carlito knows what you're trying to do, and 


it won’t work. Carlito won’t lose his cool. Carlito is 
cool. Ric Flair is not. Flair is a has-been, or better, a 
never-was. My father proved that to him years ago. 


- Speaking of your father, perhaps you could en- 


lighten some of our younger readers as to your 
father’s history. The WWE alludes to him, but 
never really mentions him by name. 

Because those announcers aren't cool. Maybe now 
that Jim Ross is gone, people will start giving my 


aa . 





Spitting apple in Flair’s face was not a good idea (above). It only made Flair cinch on that figure-four a bit tighter 4 


(below). And Flair went on to win Carlito's I-C title. 





: Okay, back to your 


Puerto Rican roots. 
You had great success 
in the WWC before 
making your way to 
WWE. You had some 
impressive title victo- 
ries over some notable 
veterans—Sabu, Kon- 
nan, Vampiro. 

Of course. Would you 
think Carlito would 
lose? But Puerto Rico 
wasn't big enough for 
Carlito. WWE had what 
Carlito wanted—more 
money, more fame, 
more women. 

Are there any love 
interests in your life 
right now? 

Actually, there is some- 
one. 

Is it someone our read- 
ers might know? 

Of course—it’s Carlito. 
(Sigh) Where did this 
whole talking in the 
third person thing 
come from? Didn’t you 
study personal pro- 
nouns in school? 
school? School was 
not cool for Carlito. 
Stupid teachers telling 
Carlito to get a hair- 
cut, button his shirt, 
do his homework. | 
spit in the face of my 
third-grade teacher. 
she wasn't cool. 


‘Then we’ll return to 


your in-ring exploits. 
What goals do you 


father some respect. Carlos Colon is a legend in this have for yourself in the upcoming year? 
business. He has held the WWC title in Puerto Rico Carlito will Keep making Raw cooler for one thing. 
more times than even he can count, and he has Then Carlito will take out that punk John Cena and 








beaten everyone, including Ric Flair. win the WWE title. 


Correct me if I’m wrong, but didn’t you spit an You had the opportunity to do just that during 
apple in your father’s face during a “Cabana” this past summer. What makes you think you 
segment in Puerto Rico? can defeat Cena in a rematch? 

So! Carlito needed to make a statement. This is Cena is a thug. Carlito doesn’t like thugs. Cena has 
Carlito's time. It’s Carlito who is cool now. no finesse. No style. He’s not cool. Carlito is cool. 
And it was Ric Flair who came out to stop you. >: Is anyone else cool besides you, Carlito? 

Enough with Flair. He’s not cool. No one is as cool as Carlito. But Carlito thinks Chris 
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Masters is pretty cool. Carlito 
doesn't mind teaming with 
him. But not when he makes 
Carlito lose. 

.: Early in your WWE career, 
you were accompanied by a 
bodyguard named Jesus. His 
time in the organization was 
cut short by an injury, how- 
ever. Does, wh, Carlito ever 
see himself ever finding some- 
one else to fill his position? 
It might help a lot. 

: Probably when Carlito be- 
comes champion. There will be 
too many girls for Carlito to 
handle, and a bodyguard might 
be the only answer. Right now, 
though, Carlito is trying to keep 
himself tough. Carlito can fight 
his own battles. 

Being on the WrestleMania 
card is a highlight of the ca- 
reers of many wrestlers. 
Where do you see yourself on 
the lineup for WrestleMania 
22 next April? 

In the main event, of course. That is the night 
Carlito will hold up his new WWE championship. 
That is if Carlito hasn't won the title already. That 
would be cool, too. 

- Who do you think is the best wrestler in WWE 
right now ... besides you? 

Probably Kurt Angle. He was in the Olympics, you 
know. That’s cool. 

You’ve teamed with Angle on a number of occa- 
sions. You do share a lot in common with Angle 
in that you both experienced a great deal of suc- 
cess during your first year with the company. 

- Do you think you are telling Carlito something he 
doesn’t already know? Carlito knows. Carlito knows his 
history. Go ahead, challenge Carlito with something. 

: Okay. Who was the first Intercontinental 
champion? 

Pat Patterson. He’s not cool. Stupid question. 

Fine. Who was in the first-ever “Hell In A Cell” 
match? 

Stupid, too. Undertaker and Michaels. 

Who won the first Royal Rumble? 

Big John Studd. 

Actually, it was Hacksaw Duggan. 

That one didn’t count! Are you trying to make Carlito 
look stupid? Carlito isn’t stupid. Carlito is cool. 

I’m sorry, but that wasn’t the right answer. 
Carlito will tell you what the right answer is! Now 


Carlito still likes to remind us that he upset Shelton Benjamin for the I-C belt in his first match on Raw. 
Maybe that gave him a tad too much bravado. 


: Probably ... 
: You have to think about it? He is staring right in your 


.; That’s cool with me. 


: What’s that? 
- This interview. It'S the not-so-distant past to you just because we 
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Carlito will ask you a question, you stupid magazine 
writer. Who is going to be the next WWE champion? 


stupid little face. It's Carlito! Carlito is the next champi- 
on. Carlito is the only one that matters. Carlito is 
changing wrestling p : - 

forever. He will spit in 
the face of every pa- 
thetic legend that 
steps in his way. Car- 
lito will destroy John | 
Cena or whoever else 
has the title. Carlito 
will take his “Ca- 
bana” nationwide. 
Carlito is the best in 
the world. Eric Bisch- 
off knows it. Vince 
McMahon knows it. 
The fans know it. And 
now you know it. 


You're right about that. 
You know what's not 
cool, though? 


We offer up this photo of a smiling Carlito from 


over. O) figure Carlito probably won't like it. 
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Greener pastures, 
or a place 

to be put out 

to pasture? 
TNA might be 

a land of 
opportunity 

for some former 
WWE stars, 

but a few others 
should probably 
steer clear 
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BY DAN MURPHY 


the Dudleys—oops, sorry, Team 3D—if they look around 
their current environment and feel like they have been 
here before. 
¥ Rhino is running around goring people. Gail Kim is infuriating 
Sees fans. The former Billy Gunn is shaking his rear end, and Shannon 
Moore and Miss Jackie are becoming backstage fixtures until they 
officially start with the promotion. In some ways, TNA is looking 
more and more like WWE. 

Obviously, TNA is quite different from its more famous compe- 
tition in a variety of ways, including its incredible X division and 
the dominance of Jeff Jarrett. But TNA is quickly becoming home 
to a steady stream of WWE evacuees. For some former WWE 
stars, the move to TNA represents a new beginning in their 
careers. They can establish themselves as major players in an 
emerging young promotion and get the sort of opportunities they 
never received (or hadn’t received in years) in WWE. For other for- 
mer WWE competitors, TNA could very well represent the begin- 


7 HE SIX-SIDED ring may be different, but you can forgive 
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ning of the end of their careers. If they don't succeed in TNA, their © === 
stock will continue to fall, and they could be faced with the difficult & ee . 
choice that looms before all veteran competitors at one time or 3 | 
another: Do they continue to struggle on the undercard, try their =f 
hand on the unpredictable and unstable independent circuit, or do 
they hang up the boots and tights once and for all? 

Here is an exclusive look at some of the former WWE wrestlers 
who currently are plying their trade in TNA, as well as a couple who « 
are on their way in, and a brief rundown of some who might be 
under consideration for roster spots soon, and our analysis on 
which will/could thrive in their new setting and which are in danger 


of failing. 
RHINO 


Forgive the pun, but Rhino made an impact the moment he 
appeared in TNA. He may have exercised poor judgment by running 
interference for Jeff Jarrett instead of concentrating entirely on beat- 
ing Raven for the NWA heavyweight title, but at least he became a 
player in the title picture. His momentum has stalled a bit since 
Jarrett regained the title, but Rhino has a number of big feuds cus- 
tom-made for him in TNA. Matches against big men like Abyss, 
Lance Hoyt, Monty Brown, and Samoa Joe could be huge attractions 
and could have heavyweight title ramifications. Matches against Jeff 
Hardy and A.J. Styles would also be intriguing. Rhino is still at the 
peak of his athletic abilities and has a chance to be a dominant force 
in TNA for years to come. 

VERDICT: Thrive 





oto By Lee Sou 


Kim: wrestling talent wasted? 


GAIL KIM 


The former WWE women’s champion has also aligned herself 
with Jarrett, but what choice does she have? TNA doesn’t have 
a women’s division, at least not yet. Kim might have some good 
matches against Tracy Brooks, but where would she go from 
there? Kim is one of the most talented and most beautiful 
female wrestlers in the sport. She can’t allow herself to fall into 
the role of diva or valet, but she’s at the mercy of TNA match- 
makers. If TNA doesn’t have a commitment to building a 
women’s division, Kim’s great talent will largely go to waste. It 
won't be her fault. 

VERDICT: Dive 


TEAM 3D 


It's put up-or-shut up time for America’s Most Wanted. For the 
past couple of years, Chris Harris and James Storm have been 
bragging about being the top tag team in wrestling, and save for 
victories over 3 Live Kru and The Naturals, that claim has gone 
pretty much unchecked in TNA. Now that the former Dudleys are 
in town, we can find out exactly how good AMW is. Team 3D has 
won more major championships than any other team in the sport 
today. Just having them as part of the tag team division increases 
the prestige of the NWA tag title. On top of that, Brother Ray and 
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Jackie: sex appeal to spare 


she has down pretty well (her backward flip 
ring entrances, for example), Jackie could 
be a great valet or manager. She had suc- 
cess with Rico and Charlie Haas. Jackie’s 
beauty and ringside presence could help 
| some of the more non-descript get over 
=a =. oe eS # more strongly. Put her with Chris Sabin, 
Team 3D: AMW war and then some Lance Hoyt, or even Alex Shelley and just 
see what she can do for them. And of 
Devon have a built-in hardcore fan following left over from the course, she would be a natural match for hubby Haas. 
days they would incite near-riots in ECW. Remember, they are VERDICT: Thrive 
just a half-year removed from headlining one of the best and most : 
talked-about PPVs of 2005 in ECW One Night Stand. The boys SHANNON MOORE 
from Dudleyville are the biggest free agent acquisitions TNA has The former member of Three Count and former Mattitude Follower 
ever signed. is expected to debut in TNA by the time you read this. Moore desper- 
VERDICT: Thrive ately tried to make himself over into “The Prince Of Punk” in WWE, but 
it seemed like the only time he would make it onto Smackdown came 
J ACKIE GA YDA when he signed up to face the newest monster heel, who would give 
This probably sounds hypocritical given that we just panned him one of the worst thrashings of his life. Moore deserves better. He 
Kim’s chances of success, but Miss Jackie could have a major may be on the smaller side, but he has an exciting arsenal of moves, 
rebirth in TNA. Unlike Kim, she is more of a character than a __ is extremely quick on his feet, and is one of the sport's most underrat- 
wrestler. With her dazzling looks and body and a few high spots _ ed cruiserweights. High-profile feuds with Christopher Daniels, Sabin, 















and/or Styles could finally be his 
breakthrough. 
VERDICT: Thrive 


KIP JAMES 

The former Billy Gunn has 
been in TNA for most of 2005, 
but given his enormous success 
as a tag team wrestler in WWE, 
we thought he should be in- 
cluded on this list. James has 
been stuck in the mid-card for 
months, mostly flirting with the 
idea of re-forming The New Age 
Outlaws with B.G. James. It still 
hasn't happened, and even if it 
does, at this point it no longer 
seems as special as it did a 
year ago. In recent interviews, 
James has seemed bitter about 
the wrestling business and has 
hinted that he might be consid- 
ering retirement. Clearly, TNA 
wasn't the new beginning he 
was hoping to find. 

VERDICT: Dive 


THE OTHERS WHO 
COULD MAKE AN 
IMPACT ON IMPACT ... 


One man’s trash is another man’s treasure, right? Sometimes. 
since WWE keeps kicking wrestlers to the curb, here are a few 
“fixer-uppers” who could be huge success stories in TNA. 

CHARLIE HAAS: Simon Diamond’s new group may have claimed 
the name first, but Haas is a true diamond in the rough. Both his 
incredible strength and his excellent grappling skills went largely 
underappreciated in WWE. Haas has true superstar potential, and a 
run in TNA could help him realize it. 

MARTY JANNETTY: People have been calling Jannetty a has- 
been ever since The Rockers split up, but as his Smackdown match 
with Kurt Angle this spring showed, Jannetty still has the skills to 
excel at the highest level. No one could better bridge the gap 
between the X division and the heavyweight division. And just imag- 
ine a tag team of Jannetty and Hardy squaring off against Team 3D. 

SPIKE DUDLEY: The runt of the Dudley litter could help round out 
the X division, or he could help Team 3D overcome outside interfer- 
ence from Jarrett and Kim. Either way, he should have a role waiting 
for him. 

MATT MORGAN: Few men have the natural size and athleticism 
that Morgan possesses, and the best WWE Creative could come up 
with for him was a lame speech impediment. He couldn’t possibly 
do worse in TNA ... unless someone dragged out one of the old 
Johnsons suits worn briefly and shamefully by The Shane Twins in 
2002 for him. 

BILLY KIDMAN: Kidman never seemed completely at ease in 
WWE. In TNA, he could feel free to execute his shooting star press— 








Haas: potential finally realized? 


and whatever other high spots he has in his current arsenal—with- 
out offending anyone. In fact, Kidman could be a superstar in TNA. 

KEVIN FERTIG: Modecai was a ridiculous character, or at least it 
didn’t have time to grow on us. Fertig is the kind of wrestler who can 
tell a story every time he wrestles—just ask fans in OVW. He’s anoth- 
er guy who never got a fair shot in WWE. He deserves better. 


Morgan: no reason to stutter 


.. AND SOME 
WHO MIGHT NOT 


IVORY: She’s just too skilled to be a valet. Without 
a strong women’s division around her, her talent 
would go to waste. 

MARK JINDRAK: Big, strong, and bland. TNA 
already has Lance Hoyt, Why would it need Jindrak? 

NIDIA: See Ivory and subtract about 25 percent of 
the skill. 

AKIO: This one is a little controversial. Akio has 
plenty of vocal supporters, but he failed to get any- 
where in TNA a couple of years ago (remember, he 
was one of The Flying Elvises). He needs a fresh en- 
vironment. In TNA, he would likely be stuck right next 
to Sonny Siaki on the career treadmill. 

GANGREL: Some supernatural gimmicks age well 
(Undertaker). Most don’t. Gangrel’s doesn't. 

MAVEN: After years of losing matches in WWE, 
Maven wouldn’t have much of a chance in TNA. If he 
won, fans might read that as meaning TNA talent 

isn’t as good as WWE’s. If he continued to lose, it would kill his 
career. TNA would be a no-win scenario. 

KENZO SUZUKI: Kenzo had some fun moments in WWE (and 
actually appeared briefly in TNA a few years ago), but in a promo- 
tion that considers its X division to be its crown jewel, his weak- 
nesses (lack of mobility, limited move set) would be all the more 
glaring. We wouldn’t mind seeing Hiroko again, though, preferably 
without the geisha face paint. a 


Kenzo: no return trip to TNA 
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Lesnar’s return to WWE 
since, well, since the day 
after he left to try his luck 
with the NFL. Other than 
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for him to come back now 
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an “Animal” 


52 CINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 














JBL brought out “The Animal” 
in Batista in their one-sided 
feud. We have a feeling, how- 
ever, that Lesnar could bring 
out a whole new level of inten- 
sity in the World champ. 
















The F5 is now “the verdict.” 
A not-so-subtle shot at 
WWE, no doubt. Just be- 
cause he’s sniping at WWE 
—doesn’t mean Lesnar can’t 
return to the fold soon. 


make money. We saw it with Hulk Hogan. We saw it (several 
times) with Roddy Piper. We even saw Bret Hart return to 
work on a WWE-produced DVD this summer and pose for a 
picture shaking hands with McMahon. Heck, Sable returned 
just a few years after filing a lawsuit against WWE in excess 
of $100-million. So there’s every reason to believe we can 
and will see Brock Lesnar come back at some point. 
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after Wrestle- | 


But when? When WWE fans last saw Lesnar, of course, he 
already had one foot out the door before his once-highly 
anticipated WrestleMania XX match with Bill Goldberg (who 
was also on his way out after the match). The match turned 
into a fiasco. After months of public sniping at WWE by 
Lesnar, whose attempt at an NFL football career went — 
nowhere in a hurry, it became clear even to the former cham- 
pion that he needed to return to wrestling. So, in February: 
2005, Lesnar filed a lawsuit against WWE in an attempt to get - 
the non-compete clause in his contract ruled unenforceable. - 
A few months 
later, WWE al- 
most worked out 
a deal for him to 
return, but it fell 
through. 

Meanwhile, 
Batista quickly © 
rose from playing | 
glorified body- | 
guard to Triple-H | 
to number-one 
contender to_ 
World champion | 


Mania 21. Batis- 
ta’s popularity | 
skyrocketed even 
before he offi- 
cially made the _ 
jump from heel to | 
fan favorite, ri- 
valing the reac- 
tion to Lesnar af- 
ter he beat Kurt 
Angle for the belt at WrestleMania XIX. 

But after moving from Raw to Smackdown, Batista has 
stagnated. His feud with JBL turned out as one-sided as 
almost everyone anticipated. While at first, fans enjoyed 
seeing Batista pummel the hated Layfield, it soon became 
predictable, even dull. Later, Batista engaged in a cat-and- 
mouse psychological game with Eddie Guerrero that devel- 
oped into a series of matches between the two. But the 
timing was all wrong. Guerrero had been so thoroughly 
humiliated in his feud with Rey Misterio Jr. that he needed 
to do something to re-establish himself as a legitimate 
threat to win the belt. Batista needs an opponent that’ll 
give him a spark. And to his credit, he realizes it. When 
WWE held a press conference in Washington, D.C., shortly 
before SummerSlam in August, Vince‘McMahon hemmed 
and hawed when asked about Lesnar’s possible return. 
Batista, however, said he thought it was time for Lesnar to 
come back so they could make a lot of money in a match 
between them. 

That’s no spark—that’s a potential roaring inferno. 

More recently, Batista expanded on the subject during an 
interview with the U.K. Sun. Asked to pick his dream oppo- 
nent for WrestleMania 22, the champ replied, “Brock Lesnar, 
















bring Lesnar back. But Lesnar 
_ knows it’s in Vince’s best inter- 
_ ests to bring him back. They 
_ both might be costing them- 
_ selves money by being so stub- 
Pp born, but there’s a middle 
S - _ ground out there somewhere, 
4] and they'll find it eventually. It’s 
4 just a question of whether it’ll 
| be six weeks from now, six 
_ months from now, or longer.” 


| 2 
It’s a strange game of chick- 


>» © en they’re playing. By waiting 
Can | out Lesnar, the promotion risks 
*>+| squandering a match (and its 
ra TAN MUP CGS MUPLa 
arguably be its biggest gate 
| attraction in five years. 
Fans would want the match. 
_ Batista wants the match. Even 
Lesnar wants it, according to 
Batista. “He said he’s done a lot 
of growing up and, mentally, | believe he’s ready to return,” 
he told the U.K. Sun. “So much weight was put on his shoul- 
ders at the time so fast, and he was just a kid then, that he 
couldn’t cope with it.” 
So stop stalling, WWE and Brock! Lock yourselves in a 
room together and don’t come out until you have a signed 
contract. We demand Batista vs. Lesnar! O 


Chair shot for JBL (below) ... chair shot for Orlando 
Jordan (bottom) ... could Batista have one or two in 
store for Brock?.He’s been dreaming about a showdown. 
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without a doubt. It’s a dream match for a lot of people, 
including myself. We could have the bout that Goldberg vs. 
Lesnar should have been. | think if Brock did return, my heart 
would be in it, as would his—we’ve always had a healthy 
competition between us. | have sent the message out to 
Brock as much as | can, | really hope he comes back.” 
Lesnar has come back to the ring, just not in WWE. On 
October 8, in his first match since WrestleMania XX, he won 
the IWGP heavyweight title in Japan, beating previous champ 
Kazuyuki Fujita and Masa Chono in a three-way match at the 
Tokyo Dome. Lesnar used an F5 on Chono to finish the 
match. He’s rechristened the move “the verdict,” obviously a 
shot at WWE’s attempt to prevent him from stepping into any 
other promotion’s ring. 

Nevertheless, it makes good business sense for both Lesnar 
and WWE to settle the lawsuit—which was expected to hap- 
pen by the time this magazine reached your hands—and work 
out a deal to clear a path for the match everyone wants to see. 

“These things take time to work out,” said WWE analyst 
Thomas Pilliard. “Vince realizes it’s in his best interests to 


Masa Chono didn’t know what him when he ran into the moose that is Lesnar. 
Batista seems to think he’d be ready for him. Maybe, maybe not. 
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ANGLE & MICHAELS 


Mol SETTLE 
at WRESTLEMANIA 


WE CAN'T LET THIS MAGNIFICENT 
RIVALRY BETWEEN KURT ANGLE AND 
SHAWN MICHAELS: END WITHOUT A 
DECISIVE WINNER. BUT WE CAN 
J De WAIT A FEW MORE MONTHS TO HAVE. 
J APMBECIOED AT THE GRANDEST 
7 / SHOWCASE OF THEMALL 

































Who knew even when 
Michaels was dropping 
an elbow on Angle at 
WrestleMania 21 that 
this would turn into 
such a fierce rivalry. It 
must not end ... until 
April at least. 





BY WILL WELSH 


wrestlers talk about it at almost every house show and televised event. 

Smackdown wrestlers engage in frequent discussions about it as well. 
Independent wrestlers have been known to argue about it for hours on end after 
gathering at a local diner for a post-show meal. 

Even TNA wrestlers talk about it from time to time—although nobody from TNA 
would tell you as much (not on the record anyway). 

The debate centers on who is the best ever: Shawn Michaels or Kurt Angle. 

Not Hulk Hogan. Not The Rock. Not “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin. And not Ric Flair 
or Dusty Rhodes or Bruno Sammartino or even Lou Thesz. Those men, despite all 
of their monumental accomplishments, aren’t in the running. 

Maybe it’s because they’re both on display in their athletic primes on TV every 
week in 2005, but to much of the current generation, it’s either Shawn Michaels or 
Kurt Angle. 

Earlier this year, after the spectacle that was WrestleMania 21, the editors and 
writers of this very magazine declared Angle the best ever and detailed the 10 rea- 
sons why in a story published in the August 2005 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
After his decisive submission win over Michaels, there seemed to be no doubt to 
his standing. His incredible wrestling acumen, ability to elevate almost any 
wrestler to his level, promo ability, and penchant for always delivering in the big 
(and not-so-big) matches elevated him to such a high level that it was fairly easy to 


[eres A DEBATE currently being had by wrestlers everywhere. Raw 
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award him the title of best ever. His victory over 
Michaels sealed it. 

Then came their rematch at the Vengeance pay- 
per-view in June, and Michaels showed us all why 
it's not wise to ever count him out of anything— 
debates about “best ever” included. The match 

almost completely paralleled their WrestleMania 
encounter, the only difference being that this 
match ended a few minutes earlier. 

Sweet chin music works a little faster than 

the anklelock. 

After that match, Michaels earned back 
some consideration for best ever, especially 
among his peers. Among other things, they 
pointed to his longevity, his charisma, and the 
fact that after more than four years of virtually 
no in-ring activity, he returned to the ring not 
just revitalized, but as good as, if not better 

than ever. : 

As amazing as it is, most agree that 
the Shawn Michaels you're witnessing 
today is the best that Shawn Michaels has 
ever been. 

Slowly but surely, some of the wres- 
tlers who had once thought of Angle as the 
best ever began switching their allegiance 
to Michaels. Friendly backstage debates 
began to ensue, always out of earshot of 
the two subjects, of course. And, by thé the three matches between HBK and Angle have been so ridiculously even. One minute 
end of the summer, as Angle spent a Michaels will be chopping away (above), the next Angle will be backing him into a corner 
majority of his time finishing off fired (bottom). We need a winner! 
teacher-turned-WWE wrestler Matt Striker 
and trying to win his gold medal back from 
Eugene, Michaels was busy showing the 
wrestling world that it was, indeed, still 
possible to have a riveting feud with 52- 

year-old Hulk Hogan. 

And then, at SummerSlam, he 
showed the world that it’s still possible to 
get a terrific match out of him, too. 

Advantage: Michaels. 

Angle winced. While he spent the sum- 
mer wrapping up his less-than-stellar run 
of hometown hero contests, Michaels was 
busy earning honors for a feud and a match 
that he actually didn’t dominate. Angle 
needed to gain some momentum back— 
and he needed to do it pretty quickly. 

His chance came at “WWE Home- 
coming,” when Vince McMahon booked a 
30-minute “Ironman” match between him 
and Michaels. Both men reveled in the opportunity to not among the fans, than at least among a lot of their peers. 
break the tie. Though their begrudging respect for each How stifling for them, then, that the match ended in a tie, two 
other kept their emotions in check, they both desperately falls apiece. Michaels wanted to go longer, but Angle balked. 

wanted the win. They knew what was rid- Though he never offered a reason why, popular theory holds that 















ing on the outcome. he was too frustrated to continue. With about 90 seconds left on 
The winner of the match would _ the clock, he tried to put the match away with an anklelock. 
» emerge as the unofficial best ever, if Michaels, however, countered, and, with only a few seconds left 
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Has HBK finally found the resolve to withstand the pain of Angle’s anklelock? There’s only one way to find out. A 


rubber match has to happen. 


in the match, connected with sweet chin music. 

Angle knows that Michaels should have won the match. The 
only reason he didn’t was because time expired before the referee 
could finish his three-count. 

Despite the fact that Angle walked away instead of continuing 
the match, their “Ironman” bout still went down as their third 
wonderful match in a row. We’re certain if you pointed that out to 


both men, however, they wouldn't 
pay that much notice. To Mi- 
chaels and Angle, it didn’t mat- 
ter that the match was yet again 
highly regarded. What good was 
another four-star match if it 
didn’t deliver a decisive victor in 
their rivalry? 

This is why Angle and Mi- 
chaels need to lock up one more 
time—and again on the biggest 
stage of them all. 

Not only is the feud-that damn 
good, it’s also that damn mean- 
ingful. 

Michaels knows it. Angle 
knows it. Vince McMahon knows 
it. All the boys in the back know 

} it. All the fans know it. 

. Angle vs. Michaels IV might 
very well define who will be 
remembered as the premier 
wrestler of at least this generation. Maybe not just of his genera- 
tion, but of all-time. 

“Every time these two lock up, there’s an unusual energy in 
the backstage area,” said Rey Misterio Jr. “Everyone is huddled 
around the backstage monitors, trying to jockey for the best spot. 
some guys will even run around the arena looking for an open 
office to watch the match in, and believe me, you don’t see that 


lf only Michaels had a few more seconds in that “Ironman” match, that last attempted pinfall could have given him the win. But we won’t complain about 


having to sit through one more bout between them. 
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Let’s sign HHH vs. 
Cena now! 


lf WWE matchmakers are smart, 
they've already penciled in Kurt Angle 
against Shawn Michaels and Steve 
Austin vs. Hulk Hogan (see page 98) for 
WrestleMania 22. But what about the 
rest of the card? Making matches for 
WrestleMania isn’t as easy as you might 
think it would be, but here’s what we’d 
like to see: 
Triple-H vs. John Cena 

Cena has improved a lot since win- 
ning the WWE championship at 
WrestleMania 21, but has he improved 
enough to retain his title against “The 
Cerebral Assassin”? We'd certainly like 
to find out. Helmsley was out long 
enough to make his involvement in the 
main event picture seem fresh, and 





Cena could use 
an opponent of 
Helmsley's inten- 
sity to help him 
develop more of 
an edge. And they 
did tease this 
match when the 
two men came 
face-to-face back- 
stage on Raw in 
October. 





The Undertaker 
vs. Batista 

As hard as it is to imagine, these two 
haven't crossed paths all that often. 
This match probably wouldn’t earn a lot 
of Match of the Year consideration, but 
it would certainly live up to the specta- 
cle that is WrestleMania. 

The Rock vs. Randy Orton 

These two third-generation stars 
never had a one-on-one feud, but 
there’s always been an undercurrent of 
dislike between them. Of course, we 
highly doubt that this match will hap- 
pen, as Rock hasn’t seemed too inter- 
ested in involving himself with wrestling 
at all lately, but it’s still worth hoping 
for. And there's still time to get him to 
change his mind. 

Chris Benoit vs. 
Eddie Guerrero vs. 
Rey Misterio Jr. 

What's wrong with Smackdown 
putting its top three in-ring performers 
in the ring at the very same time and 
letting them go in a triple threat match? 
Absolutely nothing. 

Trish Stratus vs. Mickie James 
Please, oh please, don’t let Victoria 


[INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLERJ 


THE 
WRESTLEMANIA 
WE WANT TO SEE 


or Lita worm their way into this match. 
As talented as both of those women are, 
Trish has needed fresh opposition for 
quite a while. James, the former Alexis 
Laree, is just what the women’s division 
ordered. 
Ken Kennedy vs. JBL 

Right now, these two seem way too 
much alike. In fact, it wouldn’t surprise 
us if they become best buddies. You 
know how those kind of relationships 
work out in wrestling, though. JBL is 
just the opponent Kennedy needs to 
help him climb that ladder to the top 
tier. 
Paul Birchill & William Regal 
vs. Lance Cade & Trevor 
Murdoch 

WWE should start thinking about 
how fun an interpromotional feud be- 
tween these two teams could be. 
They're so different that they're not just 
from opposite sides of the tracks— 
they're from opposite sides of the At- 
lantic Ocean! 
Rob Van Dam vs. 
Shelton Benjamin vs. Edge 

WWE matchmakers also couldn't go 
wrong by putting three of Raw’s most 
athletic talents in the ring with one 
another and letting them go at it. Make 
it for the Intercontinental title and 
things would become even more inter- 
esting. 
The Heartthrobs vs. M-N-M 

These teams are too similar in their 
approaches. Though they wrestle for 
different brands, one of them has to go, 
which is why we'd make this a loser- 
leaves-WWE match. And our money 
would be on M-N-M winning. 





every day. When Michaels and Angle go, we all know that we're _ kind of respect they have around here.” 

witnessing something special, that we're seeing maybe the two For its part, WWE is sitting on a gold mine. Fans are just as 

greatest in-ring technicians of all-time work their magic against aware as the wrestlers as to how special the matches between 

each other. Even if you don’t like them—and a lot of people don’t, these two competitors are—and they'll drive up the buy rate for 

for various reasons—you have to watch their matches. That’s the any pay-per-view on which they’re featured against each other. 
WWE, therefore, has to be especially cautious about how 
it handles the next match between the two. It doesn’t 
want to give anything away too early, but it also doesn't 
want to keep the men so far away from each other that 
people forget about the rivalry. 

Some WWE insiders, particularly those only interest- 
ed in the amount of cash inside WWE's coffers at any 
given time, would like to see matchmakers book the 
rubber match for a pay-per-view other than Wrestle- 
Mania as a way to boost the buy rate of a secondary 
pay-per-view. 

Yes, the financial benefits for doing so are there; that 
cannot be argued. What can be argued, however, is this: 
Angle vs. Michaels has become one of the special 
matches of this generation. Therefore, it deserves 
some special attention. It deserves WrestleMania 22. 

“There are only so many WrestleMania spots 
to go around,” said Misterio. “But I’m telling you, | 
think some people in our locker room would give 
up their WrestleMania spot to allow Angle and 
Michaels to finish this the right way. That’s how 
much respect they carry, and that’s how much we 
all want to see them decide this thing for them- 
selves. Even though we’ve already seen it three 
times, it’s still a dream match for a whole lot of 


Angle has tried to put away HBK with Angle slams (above) and squeeze the breath tnich } 
out of him with bodyscissors (below). What new stuff might he have in store on April people back here. They Should finish : the right 
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How Harris & Sonn Ruined Their Chances, ah The Fans ... 
\ Forever! gays. 
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Even if Chris Harris and James Storm felt they had to turn 
heel to change things up and give their careers a spark, did 
they have to join up with, of all people, Jeff Jarrett? To TNA 
fans, that’s an unforgivable sin! 


BY JAMES GUTTMAN 


the year 2005 anyway. Twenty years ago, there was 

glory in it. Nowadays, with more of an emphasis on 
the singles ranks than ever, it’s a constant struggle for 
acceptance and respect. For some competitors, being in a 
tag team is almost like being sentenced to prison. 

When you're part of a tag team, you have to toss aside 
the option of achieving singles success. Your dreams of 
becoming the next Hulk Hogan or next Steve Austin or even 
the next A.J. Styles have to be put on hold, if not forgotten 
entirely. In a me-first world, that’s difficult. 

The perception of some is that if you're a tag team 
wrestler, you must be afraid to strike out on your own. 
Where’s the confidence? Some of your fellow grapplers 
might flash you a turned-up eyebrow, wondering what the 
issue is that prevents you from going after major singles 
titles and solo glory. The biggest hurdles to overcome can 
be the self-doubt and worry. The jealousy and greed. You 
might as well stuff most or all seven of the deadly sins into 
one simple tag rope that tag team wrestlers clutch for a 
good amount of their TV time. 

Those teams that gain acceptance from the crowds, the 


J T’S NOT EASY being a member of a tag team. Not in 


PHOTOS BY VERN VERNA & LEE SOUTH/TNA WRESTLING 
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Ones-that become Something Special, are rare, indeed. : © 
Having the fans there to cheer your every move—and every ~ 


appearance—and encourage your forward trek will do won- 
ders for any duo. It’s validation. Validation that you've made 
the right choice. Validation that you’ve succeeded on your 
chosen path. Validation that you’re an invaluable asset to the 
company. 

America’s Most Wanted had that. In fact, AMW had more 
than that. They were the standard when it came to tag team 
wrestling in TNA. Heck, given WWE's de-emphasis of its tag 
team divisions, some would say they were the standard for 
tag team wrestling everywhere for the past few years. When 
you thought about the team that truly embodied the wild out- 
law lifestyle of Total Nonstop Action, Chris Harris and James 
Storm were the first names to spring to mind. 

The bond was so strong that when the promotion tried to 
split them up late last year and team them with new part- 
ners, it sparked a war. Prior to that, with Storm injured, 
Harris did forge out on his own and looked like a breakout 
singles star in the making. But the “Wildcat” and the 
“Cowboy” fought hard to reunite and to “give the fans what 
they want.” To America’s team, there was no greater priority 
than those loyal fans. It was all for them. 

That all still holds true today. Well, the first part does at 
least. When it comes to in-ring performance, the Most 
Wanted Men in TNA still get the job done virtually every night 
that they step into a ring. It’s what they’ve done ever since 
they arrived on the scene. 

However, one thing isn’t true today that was true not so 
long ago. That’s their bond with the people. It’s gone! 

Just weeks prior to TNA’s debut on Spike TV, Harris and 
Storm shocked the world by turning their backs on their fan 
base. AMW did the unthinkable: They chose to help Jeff 
Jarretti—oh no, anybody but Jeff Jarrett—recapture the NWA 
heavyweight championship, alienating, as best we can tell, 
every single last one of their fans in the process. A month 
later, they had the NWA tag team title for the seventh time. 
They had the smoking-hot Gail Kim in their corner, too. 

Ask Harris and Storm what they think about the situation 
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Look at the hate in the eyes of Chris Harris as he inflicts further pain on an 
already bloody and handcuffed Andy Douglas of The Naturals. We hope the glory 
is worth the price he and James Storm had to pay by joining up with Jeff Jarrett. 


and they’ll both tell you the same thing. They did this for the 
glory and for the money. They did it so that people would 
take them seriously. They did it because they had been 
_ denied the chance to truly shine for way too long. 
| They'll tell you life has never been better. You might 
scoff at a lot of that nonsense, but to them,’ this was a 
good business move. 

Now go ask some of their former fans that await — 
entry into the /mpact tapings in Orlando every other 
Tuesday evening. They'll all tell you pretty much the 
same thing too. 

“Forget America’s Most Wanted. | used to buy all 
their T-shirts and stuff. Now I’m into The Naturals. 
Harris and Storm really lost a fan when they hooked up 
with Jeff Jarrett. The team that | liked were wrestlers, 
not lackeys.” 

“| never thought I’d say it, but | respect Jarrett more 
7) than! respect AMW. At least with Jeff, you know where 
he’s coming from. He doesn’t pretend to be a nice guy 


A beer bottle to the face of Chase Stevens by James Storm helped 
AMW win their seventh NWA tag title. They sure didn’t win any 


ee respect, however. They're /osing that quickly. 
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a and then stick a knife in your back. I'd rather see someone 
_| who’s for real about what he is. Jarrett never betrayed the 
_/ | fans. He’s been a snake ever since I’ve been following 
AMW have always been dangerous when double-teaming foes like B.G. James wrestin gs 

(above), Now you can be sure they'll show no mercy to any fallen rivals (below). “Lused my old America’s Most Wanted poster to house- 
break my new puppy.” 

We have tons of quotes like this. Honest. We 
could give you pages and pages. Going down the 
line, fan after TNA fan voiced a frustration more 
intense than the person before him. It was beyond 
the usual, “I hate the bad guys” thing. It was serious 
anger. It was personal pain. It was a sense of gen- 
uine betrayal. These ticket-buyers had a real beef. 

Jeff Jarrett, justifiable or not, the bane of so 
many TNA fans’ existence? 

They had a beef because so much of the basis of 
America’s Most Wanted was their bond with the 
TNA audience. There was no team more popular. In 
the end, that became a double-edged sword. | 

That’s where the entire situation takes an ironic 
turn. In their quest to succeed, AMW lost sight of 
the fact that they had already achieved one of the 
most necessary components in order to accomplish 
this goal. They had the fans. They had their accep- 
tance and their love. Instead of embracing it, they 
chose to throw it away. By doing so, the admiration 
and respect they had built up all these years came 
back to bite them. Their betrayal was more than a 
simple “turning bad” thing. People took this one 


-—\) 


— 


personally. 
Jeff Jarrett? 
It’s like the Bible says: 
What good is a man if he gains the whole world 
but loses his soul? CJ 
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RAW EM 


OTIONS: 


THE McMAHONS 


REUNITE 


FOR ONE 


STUNNING NIGHT! 





PHOTOS BY GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


Despite Steve Austin’s popularity, fans were excited to see 
Vince, Shane, Stephanie, and Linda McMahon on the historic 
October 3 edition of Raw. But have the McMahons already 
worn out their welcome back? 


BY HARRY BURKETT 
NLY A FEW years earlier, it would have been inconceiv- 
able that WWE fans would ever welcome the entire 
McMahon family with a sense of nostalgia. Vince 

McMahon, who power-walked to the ring.on October 3 to com- 

memorate Raw’s return to the USA Network after a five-year 

absence, had been the most visible member of wrestling’s first 
family in recent years, often making appearances to keep 

General Manager Eric Bischoff and his inflated ego in check. 

McMahon hailed WWE's “Homecoming” on USA, and went on 
to reminisce about the good ol’ days, claiming that he dominated 
his feud with Steve Austin—and showing some carefully select- 
ed video Clips to try to prove his point. That, of course, prompted 

Austin—who was backstage for the event and scheduled to 





make an appearance later—to confront McMahon, introduce a 
video package of his own, and give his boss a Stone-Cold stun- 
ner ... just like the good ol’ days. 

As Austin went to celebrate with a beer or three, “Here Comes 
The Money” boomed throughout the American Airlines Arena in 
Dallas, indicating that Shane McMahon—who hadn't been seen 
on camera since his violent feud with Kane more than two years 
earlier-—was about to hit the ring. Shane O’Mac did his famous 
back-step shuffle and slid into the ring as quick as a cat ... only 
to be met with another stunner. 

With both McMahon men down on the mat, Stephanie 
McMahon—resembling a top-heavy hourglass and sporting a 
new blonde hairdo—faced off with Austin nose-to-nose and 
chastised “The Texas Rattlesnake” for ruining the evening. 
Screeching Steph ate a stunner. But what would a McMahon 


Ah, Vince, you should have known better than to antagonize “Stone-Cold” 
(above). You should have known it would end up like it ended up in the good 


ol’ days (below). Just like the good ol’ days, it appears the Macs are back. 
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What seemed to be a 
one-night reunion at 
Raw’s ‘Homecoming’ now 
appears to be a full-time 
return for the McMahon 
family. They want Raw to 
return to its glory years on 
USA, the era of ‘Attitude’ 
and 6.0 ratings. Apparently, 
the McMahons believe the 
secret to that success was 


‘Stone-Cold’ 
... and them. y, y, 





reunion be without the family matriarch and CEO of WWE? 


Sure enough, Linda McMahon's “WrestleMania” entrance 


theme—sounding every bit as contemporary as Fisher-Price 


music—could be heard over 
the loudspeakers. It was 
Linda's turn to give Austin a 
tongue-lashing, explaining 
that it had taken years to 
finally bring her family back 
together. After handing Linda 
a beer and teasing the crowd 
for several minutes, “Stone- 
Cold” gave Linda the worst- 
looking stunner in history. 
Although the segment 
went on far too long, and the 
introduction of one McMahon 
after another was a bit formu- 
laic, the live crowd enjoyed 
seeing the familiar faces of 
wrestling’s most dysfunction- 
al family again. Viewers at 
home must have agreed, be- 
cause that segment scored a 
5.0, a number that Raw 
hadn't reached in years. 
Unfortunately, the seg- 
ment also brought back 
memories of when WWE was 
saturated with Mc-Mania, 
7 with all four members of the 
McMahon family being in- 


Austin tried to make nice with Stephanie. She just wasn’t prepared to have a calm, peaceful discussion with him. And now we’re seeing a lot more of her on TV. 


volved in seemingly every major storyline. Who could forget 
WrestleMania XVI, when a McMahon was in the corner of every 
participant of the fatal four-way elimination match main event? 
Linda backed Mick Foley, Shane supported The Big Show, Vince 
joined The Rock, and, to make matters worse, a soon-to-be 
member of the family—WWF World champion Triple-H, who was 
seconded by Stephanie—went on to become the first heel to win 
a WrestleMania main event after Vince turned against The Rock. 

After WWE bought the remnants of WCW in 2001 and became 
the undisputed major promotion, fans were suffering from a 
severe case of McMahon fatigue. Vince, Linda, Shane, and 
stephanie eventually made a conscious decision to avoid the 
Camera and concentrate on running the company. Through most 
of the brand extension, the ascent and descent of Brock Lesnar, 
the Goldberg debacle, and the departures of The Rock and Steve 
Austin, the McMahons appeared only in small doses. When 
stephanie lost an “! Quit” match to her father at No Mercy 2003 
that stipulated that she had to step down as Smackdown GM if 
she didn’t prevail, she surprised us all by not returning in a dif- 
ferent on-camera role a few weeks later. 

Now, following their “stunning” appearances on Raw, it 
seems the McMahons have become addicted to the spotlight 
once more. The very next week, Stephanie threw a tantrum, 
Slapping ring announcer Lilian Garcia and harassing others in the 
opening segment. But Linda made the biggest headline by kick- 


ing Jim Ross below the belt and firing him to end the show. Not 
surprisingly, Vince was ecstatic over his wife’s actions. Shane 
was conspicuous by his absence. 


Little did “Stone-Cold” realize that by stunning Steph (and the other 
McMahons), he was not going to get her to go away and stay away. 
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\ ij Sy ies (De 2004, “Piper’s Pit” had a short-lived 


When Vince McMahon an- 

nounced the October 3 edition of 

Raw would be a “Homecoming” 

special, he meant that in every 

: sense of the word. Not only was 
WWE returning home to the USA 

Network, but there were also sever- 


— en al wrestling greats who appeared 
| | on the show coming back for at 
am least a night. If four McMahons can 


7 return to the spotlight, why can’t 
m4 these four veterans become weekly 
Si fixtures? 

Roddy Piper: In the spring of 


run on Smackdown that ended 
when “The Rowdy One” appeared 
on HBO’s Real Sports and made 


= ¥ {> f derogatory comments about Vince 
ee — we. Fe McMahon and the wrestling busi- 


| 


Dusty still has a lot to offer 
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ness as a whole. Come on, close 

down “Carlito’s Cabana” and let 

Roddy get raw. Bashing people with 
coconuts seems a lot more fun than spitting apples. 
Well, at least we’re getting occasional appearances 
from him on both Raw and Smackdown. 

Koko B. Ware: “The Birdman” seems to have 
kept himself in fairly decent shape. Why not hire this 
veteran? Just think of him as Marty Jannetty with a 
bird. We know the original Frankie perished in a fire, 
but we’d still like to see Koko unleash a ghostbuster 
on some Raw upstart. The most prominent voice of 
the WWP’s Piledriver album sings pretty, too. 

Dusty Rhodes: Hired in September to be part 
of Stephanie McMahon’s Smackdown creative team, 
“The American Dream” is bound to become an on-air 
personality at some point. Whether he gets sassy 
with Kurt Angle, has one more match with Ric Flair, 
or gives a helping hand to those new wannabe Texas 
Outlaws, Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch, Rhodes 
still has the charisma to electrify a crowd. No offense 
to the dearly departed Sapphire, but he can leave the 
polka dots behind this time. 

Kevin Von Erich: Vince McMahon had to 
notice the cheers for the sole-surviving Von Erich 
during Raw’s “Homecoming” special in Dallas. A Rise 
And Fall Of The Von Erichs DVD would be enough to 
make the Hart family seem well-adjusted—and to 
acquaint younger fans with Kevin’s talent. Although 
he’s 48 years old (he hardly looks it!), Von Erich has 
had more than a decade to rest—and he’s still eight 
years younger than Ric Flair! 

—Harry Burkett 





Linda McMahon at least got to have 
a beer and some conversation 
(right) before she got her stunner 
(above). Who would have thought 
we'd have to deal with a Linda heel 
turn? 


So, what seemed to be a 
one-night reunion at Raw’s 
“Homecoming” now appears 
to be a full-time return for the 
McMahon family. They want 
Raw to return to its glory 
years on USA, the era of 
“Attitude” and 6.0 ratings. Apparently, the McMahons believe the 
secret to that success was “Stone-Cold” ... and them. 

“As much as the McMahons have tried to act like responsible 
corporate-types behind the scenes, they all crave the spotlight,” 
said a WWE source very familiar with the family. “I’m not sug- 
gesting it’s all about their egos, though. They're all very secure 
about who they are, especially Shane. They just have fun out 
there, and who can blame them? Vince, Shane, and Stephanie 
are natural performers, whether it’s wrestling or talking. And any 
wrestler who criticizes the McMahons for craving the spotlight is 
a hypocrite. That’s why everyone gets into this crazy business. 
And what’s wrong with that?” 

Can the McMahons offer anything new? Or is it bound to be 
more of the same? Shane’s low profile suggests that maybe he 
doesn't approve of what his relatives are doing. Can WWE fans 
endure another feud among the McMahons? 

Or should WWE usher in a true McMahon-Helmsley Era? In 
2000, Vince, Stephanie, and Triple-H formed the McMahon- 
Helmsley Faction, which actually brought higher ratings to Raw 
than the “Stone-Cold” phenomenon of the late-1990s. What 
could be more compelling than a new clique based in reality? 


Stephanie’s marriage to Triple-H has yet to be acknowledged on 
WWE television. Why shouldn’t they exploit that relationship for 
ratings purposes? The McMahons have already exploited the 
personal lives of everyone else, haven't they? 

“It was great to see the McMahon family on the ‘Home- 
coming’ special, but | don’t want to see all four of them sticking 
with Raw permanently,” noted our WWE source. “Actually, I'd 
like to see at least one or two of them go to Smackdown if 
they're going to insist on sticking around. Spread things out a lit- 
tle. Raw is already packed with main-eventers, while 
Smackdown could really benefit from some impact players. For 
the fans, they’re easier to take individually than as one big 
package.” 

Whether the McMahons planned to become the centerpiece 
of Raw storylines, or simply became addicted to the spotlight 
again at “Homecoming,” it looks like Vince, Linda, Shane, and 
Stephanie won't be vanishing from our television screens any- 
time soon. Within two weeks of its return to USA, Raw had lost 
one Jim Ross but gained four McMahons. Was that a fair trade? 

Each time a McMahon appears in a Raw ring, WWE fans will 
no doubt give their answer. LI 
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@ é rd & a Kenta Kobashi didn’t come to 


the United States for just a 
, vacation. He decided to de- 
a Ww stroy Samoa Joe instead of 
° just toying with him (left). 


= ae ~— Samoa Joe returned the 
) wa favor with a brain rattling 
~~ - ; suplex (bottom). 
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BY DAN MURPHY 


Japanese, but there’s a good chance he knows what 
domo arigato means. 
Domo arigato is Japanese for “thank you.” 
It’s what a lot of ROH fans said in De- 
cember 2003 when Keiji Muto and a 
small contingent of All-Japan com- 
petitors made a rare U.S. appear- 
ance for the company. It’s what 
ROH fans said in November 2004, 
when Jushin Liger dropped in for two 
= matches in one weekend, and even in 


y OUR AVERAGE RING of Honor fan may not speak fluent 
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“‘The Kenta Kobashi vs. Samoa Joe match was one of the 
greatest | have ever seen, and this is coming from a guy that 
was at 90 percent of the shows that ECW promoted and, of 
course, all of the ROH shows. It was the definition of pro 
wrestling as a sport, as Kobashi and Joe went out and put on 
the hardest-hitting match I’ve ever seen.’” 

—ROH promoter Gabe Saposky 


August 2005, when CIMA and Shingo Takagi from Japan’s 
Dragon’s Gate promotion stopped by. 

Those were all special occasions for ROH fans, many of 
whom are avid tape-traders who closely follow the Japanese 
wrestling scene. Even the fans who couldn’t tell Takagi from 
tempura were excited to see ROH favorites clash with some of 
the most talked-about stars of Japan. 

Fans treated these Jap- 
anese visitors as honored 
guests. So what if Muto 
didn’t look quite as crisp or 
focused as he may have dur- 
ing his matches: against 
Satoshi Kojima, Genichiro 
Tenryu, and Toshiaki Kawa- 
da? The fans were just 
thrilled to see some of their 
heroes from the Far East live 
and in person. Even their 
opponents seemed to treat 
their Japanese foes with kid 
gloves at times, wrestling 
hard but not necessarily 
pulling out everything to 
secure a victory. In a sense, 
these were merely exhibition 
matches—they didn’t affect 
the title rankings, and win, 
lose, or draw, everyone in- 
volved went home happy. 

Given that, Kenta Kobashi 
probably expected a rela- 
tively easy couple of nights 
when he signed for one sin- 
gles match and one tag 
match in ROH in October. It 
was pretty much a working 
vacation in Philadelphia and 
New York City. 

Apparently, Samoa Joe 
never got the memo. For — 
whatever reason—perhaps 
because he figured some 
important people in Japan 
would be watching and he 
wanted to make the best 
possible impression, perhaps 
he just doesn’t like to take it - 
easy, whatever—he went full 
throttle from the opening bell. 


4400Re 


days on Kobashi’s tour. 


74 [INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 





A blistering chop from Kobashi is one of the most feared strikes in wrestling. Samoa Joe endured them for two conseciitite’ 


On October 1, Kobashi squared off against Joe in Man- 
hattan, a match pitting the two-time All-Japan Triple Crown 
and former Pro Wrestling NOAH Global Honored Crown cham- 
pion against the longest-reigning heavyweight champion in 
ROH history. At stake were bragging rights, and bragging 
rights alone, but some times, those can be more important 
than any title belt. 

Joe set the tone early, lighting into Kobashi with a series of 
vicious chops and kicks. Kobashi responded in kind, and the 
match turned into all-out warfare. At one point in the match, © 
Kobashi fired a series of about 60—that’s right, 60—blistering 
chops in rapid succession into Joe’s chest, semis Sweat 
blood, and bits of flesh flying into the air. 

Even Ring of Honor promoter Gabe Sapolsky was stunned by 
the level of brutality the bout reached. 
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Samoa Joe matched Kobashi’s intensity hold for hold, earning respect from 
Kobashi and everyone who witnessed their matches. 


“The Kenta Kobashi vs. Samoa Joe match was one of the 
greatest | have ever seen, and this is coming from a guy that 
was at 90 percent of the shows that ECW promoted and, of 
course, all of the ROH shows,” Sapolsky said. “It was the defin- 
ition of pro wrestling as a sport, as Kobashi and Joe went out 
and put on the hardest-hitting match I’ve ever seen.” 

In a moment that was reminiscent of Kobashi’s epic feud 
with Mitsuharu Misawa, Kobashi savagely threw Joe over his 
head and Joe came crashing down to the mat square on the top 
of his head. It was the kind of fall that could end a man’s 
career, but Joe struggled back to his feet and continued to bat- 
tle the Japanese legend. . 

Joe wasn’t alone in his perseverance. Kobashi stunned the 
ROH faithful by kicking out of Joe’s vaunted muscle buster fin- 
isher and rallying back. The back-and-forth contest finally 


ended when Kobashi connected with a stiff lariat to put Joe 
down for the three-count. Even as the final bell was sounding, 
many fans were calling the bout the Match of the Year, as were 
several people backstage. 

“| will never forget Kobashi dropping Joe right on his head, 
and I’m sure Joe will be feeling it for the rest of his life,” 
Sapolsky said. “It was an honor to have Kobashi in the ROH 
ring, and he came with his working boots on. He wrestled like 
he was in front of 60,000 at the Tokyo Dome, and we are very 
appreciative of his effort. This is an epic battle that people will 
be talking about for years and years.” 

Remarkably, both men escaped the match without series 
injuries. Joe suffered bruising, swelling, and lacerations to his 
chest from Kobashi’s chops and reportedly a minor ankle 
injury, while Kobashi cracked a tooth. Perhaps even more 
remarkable than the fact that neither man required hospital- 
ization after the match was that the following night, they went 
at it again. 

On October 2, Kobashi teamed with Homicide to beat Joe 
and Low-Ki. Once again, Joe and Kobashi attacked each other 
with stiff chops and high-impact attacks. In the end, Kobashi 
scored the pinfall over Low-Ki. 

Despite the unprecedented intensity of the matches, both 
Joe and Kobashi maintained they had nothing but respect for 
each other. There was no ill will, no perceived slight—nothing. 
Kobashi and Joe were just two big, powerful men determined 
to push themselves to the absolute limit. 

it was never about hatred; it was all about respect. 

“! used to think hardcore wrestling was about smashing 
guys with chairs or putting people through tables,” one fan said 
after the October 1 match. “That stuff may be violent, but this 
was the most violent—and exciting—match I’ve ever seen. 
Period. If this is the type of match we can look forward to the 
next time Pro Wrestling NOAH sends someone over here to ROH, 
then | can’t wait to be there.” 0 
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Kenta Kobashi’s “vacation” may not have been relaxing, but it definitely solid- 
ified his position as one of the top wrestlers in the world. Kobashi and Pro 
Wrestling NOAH must be proud! 
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Dec. 1978: The Shattered Dreams Of Dusty 
Rhodes. Also: Mr. Wrestling Il, Dino Bravo, Flair- 
Steamboat, Bruno Sammartino. 

April 1979: The Terrible Pain Ric Flair Causes 
Dusty Rhodes. Also: Andre the Giant, Backlund- 
Maivia, Paul Jones, converted rulebreakers. 

Aug. 1980: Larry Zbyszko's Foolproof Plot To 
Drive Bruno Out Of Wrestling. Also: Bobby Hee- 
nan, Mr. Wrestling tl, Ox Baker. 

September 1980; Will The Fans Hate The New 
Dusty Rhodes? Also: Mascaras-Sicodelico, Larry 
Zbyszko, Ladd-Strongbow, Hussein Arab. 

Nov. 1980: Zbyszko vs. Putski: From Brotherly 
Love To Brutal Hatred. Also: Nick Bockwinkel, 
Dusty Rhodes, The Assassin, Koloff & Volkoff. 
April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr. Confesses: 
“I's Hell Carrying The Name Of My Father.” Al- 
so: Bugsy McGraw, Capt. Lou Albano, Mongolian 
Stomper, Flair-Race. 

May 1981; Hussein Arab vs. Ivan Koloff: A 
Bloody War Explodes In A Neutral Country. Al- 
so: Bob Backlund, Bobo Brazil, Santana & Bravo, 
David Von Erich-Race. 

Sept. 1981: Patera & The Freebirds: The Unholy 
Alliance Seeks To Cripple Ted DiBlase., Aliso: 
Junkyard Dog, Dory Funk Jr., Killer Khan, Ivan Koloff, 
March 1982: Backlund-Valentine Death Match: 
The WWF Title Is Back Where It Belongs. Also 
Austin idol, Spoiler, Tommy Rich, Brisco-DiBiase. 
May 1982: Adrian Adonis: “I Can Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Can't Beat The System!” 
Also: Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wrestling Il, D. Von 
Erich-M. Graham, Hogan-Blackwell. 

June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.'s Tragic 
Story: “I Have No Father .,. | Have No Friends!” 
Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Morales-Valentine, Montreal, 
Super Destroyer & Masked Superstar, 

Aug. 1982: Is Andre The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascaras, Backlund-Mulligan Sr., Studd-Super 
Destroyer. 

Oct. 1982: Roddy Piper: “I Don't Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J. 
Dillon, Andre-Mulligan Sr., Pat Patterson, Maq- 
nificent Muraco. 

Nov. 1982: Ric Flair—Wrestling’s Most Versatile 
Champion, Also: Hansen & Anderson, Mulligan- 
Windham, Jimmy Snuka. 

Dec. 1982: Andre vs. Mulligan: The Giant Is 
Mightier Than The Claw. Also: Grand Wizard, 
Jerry Lawler, Rich-Heenan, Jack Brisco. 

April 1983: Ivan Koloff vs. Ken Patera: The 
Shocking Truth Behind The Battle Of The 
Titans. Also: Albano-Snuka, Kabuki, Tommy Rich. 
June 1983: Bob Backlund vs. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Also: 
Jim Garvin, Bockwinkel-Lawier, Bob Orton Jr. 

Sept. 1983: Zbyszko vs. Rich: Can The National 
Title Survive This Brutal Tug Of War? Also: 
Andre-Kamala, Piper-Vaientine, Michael Hayes. 
Nov. 1983: We Sent Hulk Hogan To Cover Bock- 
winkel vs, Wahoo ... And All Hell Broke Loose! 
Also: James J. Dillon, Race-Kevin Von Erich, Paul 
Ellering, Reed-JYD. 

April 1984: Rick Steamboat Quits Wrestling! 
The Real Story Behind His Most Painful De- 
cision. Also: Masked Superstar-Mulligan, Adams- 
Garvin, Barry Windham, Ric Flair. 

June 1984: Ric Flair On The Defensive: Is Mike 
Rotundo Ready To Take The NWA Title? Also: 
Ted DiBiase, Jim Cornetta, Angelo Mosca Jr. 

July 1984: Ric Flair Brings The World Title To 
The New York Area: A Night Of Champions At 
The Meadowlands. Also: Martel-Bravo, Mr. Wres- 
tling II, Jumbo Tsuruta. 

Aug. 1984: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Vallant's 
Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Steve O-Zbyszko, 
Magnum-Wrestiing II, Austin Idol, Sugar-Spoiler. 
Sept. 1984: Rick Martel Dethrones Jumbo Tsu- 
ruta: Finally, An AWA Champion To Be Proud 
Of. Also: Brody-LeDuc, Iron Sheik, Kerry Von 
Erich, Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, 

Oct. 1984: Collision Of The Florida Muscle- 
men: Can Billy Jack Squeeze Superstar 
Graham Out Of Wrestling? Also: Road Warriors. 
Flair-Steamboat, Eddie Gilbert, Orndorff & Shultz- 
Atlas & Johnson. 

Nov. 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of Cham- 
pions ... And Still The Lord Of The Ring. Also: 
Rich-Gilbert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors, 
JYD-Reed 

Dec. 1984: How Hulkamania Trampled Big John 
Studd. Also: Road Warriors, Magnum T.A., Wahoo 
McDaniel, Sullivan-Rhodes. 

March 1985: He's Back And Better Than 
Ever: Backlund-A-Mania Is Sweeping The 
Nation! Also; Kololfs, Billy Jack, Von Erichs- 
Devastation Inc, 


June 1985: Sgt. Slaughter Topples Ric Flair— 
So Why Isn't He Champion? Also: Ellering & 
Road Warriors. Kolotis & Khrushchev-Von Enchs, 
Kevin Von Erich, Andre & JYD, 

Sept. 1985: A Psychologist Examines “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper! Is He As Crazy As You Think He 
Is? Also: Magnum-Blanchard, Fantastics, Ric Flair, 
Gagne & Sammartino. 

Jan. 1986: Rick Steamboat vs. Magnificent 
Muraco: The Volcano Rumbles. Also: Warriors & 
Ellering, Mike Von Erich, Jake Roberts, Koloff & 
Khrushchev-Rock ‘n' Rolls, 

March 1986: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo: 
Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
Windham? Also: Studd-Hillbilly, Rick Rude, Jerry 
Lawler, Russians-Road Warriors. 

April 1986: Starrcade’s Over, Bul The Feud 
Rages On: Dusty Rhodes And Ric Flair Cannot 
Survive “86! Also: Andre-Heenan, Bill Watts, Scott 
Hall, Lance Von Erich. 

June 1986: Barry Windham's NWA Mission: 
Humiliate Ric Flair! Also: Nord-Road Warriors, 
British Bulldogs, L. Von Erich-One Man Gang, Tully 
Blanchard. 

July 1986: All-American Special Issue: Sgt. 
Slaughter, Hulk Hogan, Magnum T.A. Also: Ivan 
Koloff, Rude-Lance Von Erich. 

Aug. 1986: WrestleMania 2: Hulk Hogan's Night 
Of Redemption. Also: Jim & Ron Garvin, Steve 
Williams, Rick Martel, Sir Oliver Humperdink 

Sept. 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum T.A.: 
America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... It's Out 
For Revenge! Also: Andre-Hogan, Chris Adams, 
Barry Windham, Scott Hall. 

Oct. 1986: The NWA Championship Sinks To A 
New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To Defeat 
Lex Luger! Also: Road Warriors, Randy Savage, 
Verne Gagne, Fantastics-Sheepherders, 

Nov. 1986: Paul Ellering’s Own Story: “How My 
Road Warriors Made Dusty Rhodes NWA 
Champion.” Also: Adams-Rude, British Bulldogs, 
Bockwinkel-Hansen, Bill Watts. 

Dec. 1986: Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival: Morton And 
Gibson Regain The NWA World Tag Title! Also: 
Lex Luger, Hogan-Adonis, Hall-DeBeers, Baby Doll. 
Jan. 1987: The New Roddy Piper: Why The 
Fans Love Him ... But Why They Should Hate 
Him! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum T.A., Rude-Flair, 
Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Feb. 1987: Hogan, Piper, Orndortff; The WWF's 
Hate Triangle. Also: Terry Taylor, Ric Flair, Mid- 
night Rockers, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1987: Happy Anniversary, Hulk Hogan! 
The WWF Champion Celebrates Three Years At 
The Top. Also: Ric Flair, Missy-Gilbert, Lex Luger, 
Bulidogs, Kolofts. 

April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Manny 
Happy Returns! Also: Paul Ellering, Hacksaw 


Duggan, prospects. 

May 1987: Barry Windham's Warning To Lex 
Luger: “Keep Away From The Four Horsemen.” 
Also: Steamboat-Savage, Hogan-Andre, Freebirds 
& Sunshine, Williams-OMG, Midnight Rockers. 
June 1987: Nikita Koloff's Mission: Saddle The 
Horsemen And Trample Lex Luger! Also: Roddy 
Piper, Adams & Taylor, Bruiser Brody, Scott Hall. 
July 1987: Exclusive Ringside Reports: 
WrestleMania Ill Makes History! Also: Mid- 
night Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Danny Davis, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Aug. 1987: The Superpowers’ Super Victory: 
Dusty Rhodes & Nikita Koloff Win The Crockett 
Cup. Also: Hulk Hogan, Lane & Cornette, Mike Von 
Erich, Adams & Taylor. 

Sept. 1987: Hulk Hogan Defeats Harley Race: 
How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of This 
Violent Feud. Also: New Breed-R&R Express, 
Rich & idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert. 

Oct. 1987: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express Win Their 
Fourth NWA Title. Also: Hogan-Bigelow, Rhodes- 
Blanchard, scaffold, Kevin Sullivan, 

Nov. 1987: Special Fan Poll: Should Mr. T Be 
Allowed To Referee? Also: War Games, Bulidogs, 
Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes. 

Dec. 1987: Rhodes Challenges Luger: Will 
Dusty’s U.S. Title Hopes Split The Superpow- 
ers? Also: Hayes-Bubba, Magnum T.A., Randy 
Savage, Al Perez. 

Jan. 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The WWF 
Title? Also: R&As-Horsemen, Flair-R. Garvin, 
Adrian Adonis, Steve Williams 

Feb. 1988: A Special Analysis By Jesse Ven- 
tura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Also: 
Sting, R&Rs-Blanchard & Anderson, Kevin Von 
Erich, Dangerously-Lawler-Dundee. 

March 1988: Bam Bam Bigelow: Wrestling's 
Most Dangerous Man, Also: Adams-Perez, Nikita 
Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 


May 1988: Million-Dollar Middleman: The Future 
Of The WWF Is In Ted DiBiase’s Hands. Also: 
Zoyszko & Baby Doll, Road Warriors-Konga & 
Warlord, Fritz Von Erich, Rockers-Express. 

June 1988: The Noble Savage: How Beauty 
Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” Also: 
Warriors-Warlord & Barbarian, R&R Express, Baby 
Doll, G. Gagne-Hennig. 

July 1988: A Toast To Wrestling’s Odd Couple: 
Kerry Von Erich & Michael Hayes Unite! Also: 
DiBiase-Savage-Hogan, Dillon & Horsemen, Sting, 
Rick Steamboat. 

Aug. 1988: What Randy Savage Must Do To 
Escape The Shadow Of Hulk Hogan. Also: Hyatt- 
Gilbert, Sting, Michael Hayes, Honky Tonk. 

Oct. 1988: Preview & Analysis: Megapowers vs. 
Megabucks. Also: Horsemen, Jerry Lawler, War- 
lord & Barbarian, Dangerously-Gilbert, Beefcake- 
Honky Tonk. 

Nov. 1988: Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry Windham: 
The Night The Teacher Learned A Lesson. Also: 
Kerry-Lawler, Lex Luger, Muraco-Valentine, 
Freebirds. 

Dec. 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” Interview: Rod- 
dy Piper—Will He Ever Be Back? Also: Powers of 
Pain, Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Bambi-Mystic, 
Kevin Von Erich. 

Feb. 1989: Tully & Arn Will Fall Under Bobby 
Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J. Dillon. Also: 
Hogan-Bossman, Sgt. Slaughter. Lawler-insipe 
Wrestuns, Davis-Wayne. 

June 1989: Finally, Fortune Favors The Chal- 
lenger: Rick Steamboat Wins Ric Flair's NWA 
Belt! Also: Morton & Gibson, Macho Madness- 
Hulkamania, Lex Luger, Jimmy Jack Funk. 

Aug. 1989: Your Ballots Are In: Hulkamania 
Rules! Also: Tanaka & Diamond, Rick Steamboat, 
Bigelow-Rhodes, Rick Rude, Jim Cornette. 

Sept. 1989; Savage Is Shamed By Hogan—Only 
Elizabeth Can Save Him Now. Also: Lex Luger, 
Mil Mascaras, Dusty Rhodes, Bushwhackers, 
Skandor Akbar. 

Oct. 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. Also: 
Hall-Pillman-Vicious, Curt Hennig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

Nov. 1989: Please, Elizabeth—Don't Wrestle 
Sherri! Also: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously-Cornette, 
Sting-T. Funk, Lex Luger. Jake Roberts. 

Dec. 1989: The Dusty Road Is Paved With 
Gold: The American Dream Lives On! Also: Ric 
Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, 
Larry Zbyszko. 

Jan. 1990; Why Sting’s Friendship Is Tearing 
Ric Flair Apart! Also: Roberts-DiBiase, Rock 'n' 
Rolls, Lawler-Embry, Hulk Hogan, Paul E. 
Dangerously. 

Feb. 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: Rude’s Out 
.-- Piper's In ... And The Fans Love It! Also: War- 
riors-Skyscrapers, Jimmy Snuka, Tom Zenk, De- 
struction Crew, Kerry Von Erich 

March 1990 (Special Issue): The ‘80s: A Rous- 
ing Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Ric Flair, Paul Orndorff. 

April 1990: Starrcade ‘89: Night Of The tron 
Men. Also: Warrior-Hogan, Dustin Rhodes. Buzz 
Sawyer, WWF shultle. 

May 1990; WrestleMania VI Main Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also; Jerry Lawler, Al Perez, Lex 
Luger, Woman, LPWA. 

June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You 
Can Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Saito-Zbys- 
zko, Earthquake, Ultimate Warrior, Jeff Jarrett. 

July 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
The Ultimate Warrior: Team Up And Eliminate 
These Men. Also: Steiners. Sting, Earthquake, 
Kokina Maximus, Tessa. 

Aug. 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger Has 
Made Ric Flair A Broken Man. Also: Hulk Hogan. 
Ultimate Warrior, Pillman & Zenk, Terry Taylor, 
Jerry Lawler, 

Sept. 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To De- 
stroying The Horsemen. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Hacksaw Duggan, JYD, Adams-Jeannie, 
Midnight Express 

Oct. 1990: Sting: “I Feel Like I've Conquered 
The World!” Also: Legion of Doom, Bush- 
whackers, E! Gigante, Mike Rotundo, Juice 
Patrol. 

Nov. 1990: Ric Flair & Hulk Hogan: A Tale Of 
Two Ex-Champions. Also: Sid Vicious, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Jeannie-Toni, Mr. Fuji & Onent Express. 
Dec. 1990; Halloween Havoc Horror! Why Sting 
Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Kerry Von Erich, Jim Comette, Larry Zbyszko. 

Jan. 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: 
The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You To De- 
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struction. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Chris 
Adams, Steiners, Lawler-T. Funk 

Feb. 1991: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” To 
Regain The WWF World Belt. Also: Terry Tay- 
lor, Rick Martel, Sting & Simmons, all-annoy- 
ing, Stan Hansen, 

March 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles On: 
Will Hulk Hogan Be The Victim Of His Own 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, Sting- 
Hansen, Keirn-Perez, Barry Windham, 

April 1991; The Steiners: They'd Be Wrestling’s 
Greatest Tag Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Flair-Sting, Steiners, Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 
Sgt. Slaughter. 

June 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tag Team Thunder. 
Also: Steve Williams, Nikita Kolotf, |-C belt, 
Dundees, Am Anderson. 

July 1991: Hogan's Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enough. Also: 
Virgil. Nastys, Steiners, Dan Spivey, Terry Funk. 
Aug. 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too Cocky 
For Their Own Good? Also: Jerry Lawler, Rick 
Steamboat, Warrior-Undertaker, Dustin Rhodes. 
Flair-Windham. 

Sept. 1991: Justice Is In The WWF ... And Ho- 
gan’s In The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! Also: 
Missy-Paul E., Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie 
Ray, Diamond Exchange. 

Oct. 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: Sum- 
merSlam ‘91. Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & War- 
rior, Leg Luger, Santana-Atlas, Steve Williams, 
Studd-Zenk 

Nov. 1991: Our Investigation Reveals ... The 
Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage Connection. 
Also: Lex Luger, Ric Flair. War Games, Mounties, 
foreign objects. 

Dec. 1991: A Night To Remember: SummerSlam 
Provides Heat For The Cold Months Ahead. 
Also: Alexandra York, Simmons-Luger, Lane & 
Cornette, Leatherface. 

Jan. 1992; Insioge Wrestunc Reveals: Sting's 
Memo From A Maniac! Also: Freebirds, Black- 
hearts, Bret Hart, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo. 
March 1992: Who’s Winning The Hogan-Flair 
Wars? Also: Steiners. Survivor Senes, Entorcers- 
Rhodes & Steamboat, Johnny B. Badd. 

May 1992: War! WrestleMania Will Be Sid 
And Hulk's Battleground. Also: Jushin Liger. 
Eddie Gilbert, Repo Man, Austin-Blossom, Tri- 
State & UWF 

June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A New Era. 
Also: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marcus Bagwell, 
Tony Atlas, IRS & DiBiase. 

July 1992: Is Regaining The WWE Title An 
Impossible Undertaking? Also: Sherri & 
Shawn, Big Van Vader, Gordy & Williams, 
Kamala, Joe Savoidi 

Aug. 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The More 
Savage “Macho Man” Becomes. Also: Jack- 
Badd, Brian Christopher, LOD & Ellering, Taylor & 
Valentine, Dusty Wolte. 

Sept. 1992: Hulk Hogan's “Retirement”: Why 
The WWF Will Never Let Him Rest In Peace. 
Also; War Games, Big Van Vader, Kamala, Marty 
Jannetty, U.K. 

Oct. 1992: SummerSlam ‘92: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also: S, Steiner-Muta, Ron Simmons, 
Eddie Gilbert, Eric Embry. 

Nov, 1992: The Great American Crash: Vader 
Crushes Sting For The WCW World Title. Also: 
Ric Flair, Ultimate Warrior, Madusa, Warlord & 
Barbarian-Bushwhackers, top rope rule. 

Dec. 1992: Hey, Ric Flair: Stop Whining And 
Start Winning. Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, Jeff Jarrett, Windham & D. Rhodes, 
NWA litle. 

March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Also: Shawn Michaels, 
Nikita Kolot!, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, 
Rod Price 

April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWF In ‘93. Also: Z-Man & 
Gunn, Sting- Vader, Dangerous Alliance, Ric Flair. 
May 1993: Exclusive WrestleMania IX Match 
Analysis. Also: Andre the Giant, Pillman & 
Austin, Great Muta, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 
Cold Scorpio 

Jan. 1994 (Special Edition): Wrestling’s Seas- 
onal Spectaculars—WWF SummerSlam, WCW 
Fall Brawl. Also: Rick Martel, Razor Ramon, 
Steven Rega!, Paul Orndorff, Mascaras-Liger, 
ECW baseball bat matches. 

May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart: Their Greatest 
Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies. Also: Flair- 
Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel, Brian 
Christopher, Yoko-Booger, 

June 1994: Wake Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric Flair 
Is Still “Slick” Ric! Also; Jimmy Snuka, Tony 


Anthony, IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayze, 
Freebirds. 

July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into Wres- 
tling’s Future: You Won't Believe What You'll 
See! Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Earthquake- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diesel. 

Oct. 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Doink, Vader-Race, Mabel, Dory Funk Jr., 
Owen-Bret, Hall of Fame. 

March 1995: Predictions 1995. Also: Nastys, 
Razor Ramon, Tasmaniac, Kid-Man O' War, 
Pillman & Hogan, 

June 1995: The Beginning Of The End? Will 
Hulk Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Also: 
Steve Austin, Gangstas, Public Enemy, Bret-Owen, 
Jeff Jarrett 

Oct. 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Randy Savage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, Diesel, 
Hawk. 

Nov. 1995: One Defense In Four Months?! 
Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title—Now! Also: Alex 
Wright, Tatanka, King of Ring, Chris Benoit, 
Backlund-Clinton. 

Jan. 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 1996! Also: 
Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio, Barry 
Horowitz, Sabu. 

Feb, 1996: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1996 
Has In Store For Them! Also: Goldust, Sherri- 
Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin’ Gunns. 

March 1996; His Excellency! How Bret Mas- 
terminded Diesel’s Execution. Also: Jeff Jar- 
rett, Giant, Jim Cornette, Survivor Series, Ed- 
die Guerrero. 

June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Makes 
The Wrong Choice, He's Through! Also: 
Road Warriors, Roddy Piper, Ahmed Johnson, 
Raven, Al Snow 

Aug. 1996: The Greening Of Wrestling: How 
Sting & Shawn Will Become $50,000,000 Men! 
Also: Bodydonnas, Giant, Guerrera-Misterio, 
George Steele, Goldust & Marlena. 

Oct. 1996 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Jake Roberts, Yokozuna, Giant-Konnan, 
Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, strutters. 

Nov. 1996: The Steiners: Feasting On A Buf- 
fet Of Violence. Also: Shawn Michaels, Sabu- 
Douglas, King of Ring, Eddie Guerrero, truck 
stop terror. 

Dec. 1996: Three Women For Four Horsemen? 
The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly Has Begun! 
Also: Sunny & Gunns, Giant, Goldust, Cornette & 
Hart, Jerry Jarrett. 

Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: 
Wresling’s Deadliest Finisher. Also: 1997 calen- 
dar, "Pyscho" Sid, Benoit-Misterio, Steiners-NWO, 
Pit Bull |, Jushin Liger. 

Feb, 1997: Trouble In Egoville: Is There An NWO 
Within The NWO? Also: Chris Candido, Bret- 
Shawn, Ric Flair, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoit. 

June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “1! 
Almost Joined The Nation Of Domination.” 
Also; Mankind, Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jerry Graham. 

Oct. 1997 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: LOD-PG-13, Rob Van Dam, Flair & Horse- 
men, Ken Shamrock, McMichael-White, Madd & 
Mama Maxxine. 

Nov. 1997: WWF War Zone: Interfederation 
Battles Rock The Sport! Also: Ahmed Johnson, 
Curt Hennig, Nueva World Order, Chris Candido, 
Dan Severn, 

Dec. 1997: Losing Is Bull! Has Dennis Rodman 
Had It With Hulk Hogan? Also: Steve Austin, 
Jarrett & Debra, Harts, Funk-Francine, Chris 
Jericho. 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): The Steiners' 
Million-Dollar Gamble! Also: 1998 calendar, Alex 
Wright, The Patriot, Sgt. Slaughter, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards. 

Feb. 1998: Wrestling'’s Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For ‘98. Also: Brian Pillman, Sting, Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, Reckless Youth, 

March 1998; Hart Transplant! The Truth Be- 
hind Bret's Defection To WCW. Also: Steve Mc- 
Michael, Bam Bam Bigelow, Steve Austin, Disco 
Inferno. 

April 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 InsiveE 
WrestunG Computer Tournament. Also: Scott 
Hall, Marlena, Chris Benoit, Gunn & James, Sabu- 
Sandman. 

May 1998: Is The WWF Screwing Another Hart? 
Also: Steve Austin, Dallas Page, Booker T, Larry 
Zbyszko, Al Snow. 

June 1998: Exclusive! Steve Austin: The 10 Men 
Who Inspired His Toughness. Also: Dusty & 
Dustin, Perry Saturn, Mortis, Jeff Jarrett. 

July 1998 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Jericho-Misterio 
Jr., Steve Austin, Sunny, Scott Steiner, Chris- 
topher-Michinoku. 

Aug. 1998: WrestleMania XIV: The Real Winners 
And Losers. Also: Sunny, Curt Hennig, Dan Sev- 
ern, Ultimo Dragon. 

Sept. 1998; Power Surge! While The NWO Fid- 
dies ... These Men Are Burning. Also: Sable, 
Ultimo-Guerrero, DeGeneration X-Owen, Rocky 
Maivia, Mad Russian-Rambo. 

Oct. 1998 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Steve Austin, Taka Michinoku, Al Snow, 
Hollywood Hogan, Roddy Piper, Misawa-Kawada. 
Nov. 1998: Austin vs. Goldberg: Who Would 


Win And Why. Also: Bret Hart, Dude Love, Junk- 
yard Dog, Helmsley-Michaels, Ray-Booker. 

Dec. 1998: DDP's Big Bang Theories: Cut- 
ting Loose On Life, Love, & The Ultimate Buzz. 
Also: Sable-Jackie, Mankind, Hogan-Horace, 
D-Lo, APW. 

Holiday 1998 (Special Issue): Kane: Still 
Haunted By His Day Of Glory. Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Stevie Ray, Val Venis, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards, bonus calendar. 

Jan. 1999: Seasons Greetings With A Bang 
(DDP & Kimberly). Also: Severn-Shamrock, 
Konnan, Arn, Undertaker-Kane, Chris Jericho. 
March 1999: Estrange Situation! Insider Re- 
veals: “Shane Still Resents His Father! Also: X- 
Pac, Hogan-Warrior, Jesse Ventura, Billy Kidman, 
Scott Norton. 

April 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 InsipE 
WrestunGc Computer Tournament. Also: Boss- 
man-McMahon, Steiner & Bischoff, Hollywood Ho- 
gan, Wrath, Blue Meanie. 

May 1999: Team Corporate’s WrestleMania 
Scare! Mankind’s Title Victory Could Have 
Spoiled Everything! Also: New Age Outlaws, 
Eddie Guerrero, Triple-H, Bill Goldberg. 

June 1999: Still In-Vince-Ible! What Will It Take 
To Topple This Man? Also: Rey Misterio Jr., 
ECW, Trple-H, NWO, Blue Meanie. 

July 1999 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Vince McMahon. 
Vincent, Eric Bischoff, Giant Baba. 

Aug. 1999: WrestleMania XV: The ARea/ Winners 
And Losers! Also: Vam Dam-Lynn, Saturn, Gol- 
dust, Steiner-Bagwell. 

Oct. 1999 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Mankind & Shamrock, Snow-Holly, Sting, 
Edge, Flair-Robinson, AIWF. 

Nov. 1999: Crash At The Bash! Enter Sid, Vi- 
ciously! Also: Undertaker-Austin, Acolytes, Master 
P, Debra, Justin Credible. 

Dec. 1999: The Rock: What Makes You Love/Hate 
This Man? Also: Sting, Shane Douglas, Droz, 
Piper-Bagwell, Taz. 

Holiday 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 Turn- 
buckle Turkey Awards. Also: Sting, Dogg-Gunn, 
Undertaker, Steve Corino, 2000 calendar. 

Jan. 2000: Dreaming Of An Extreme Christ- 
mas (Tommy Dreamer & Francine). Also: Gold- 
berg, Al Snow, Billy Gunn, Doring & Road Kill, 
cigar-chompers. 

Feb. 2000: Wrestling's Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For 2000! Also: Vince-Bulidog, Mike Awesome, Sid 
Vicious, Gorilla Monsoon. 

March 2000: Kevin Nash & Scott Hall: Getting 
Inside The Outsiders’ Heads. Also: Dudleys, 
Jerry Lynn, Vince-DX, Kimberly, Zero Gravity. 

April 2000 (Special Issue): The Y2K Computer 
Tournament. Also: Jarrett-PTB, Christopher & 
Taylor, Lou E. Dangerously, Lawler-Fantastico. 
May 2000: Hey, Scott, Watch Your Back! The 
NWO Is Setting You Up! Also: Hacksaw Duggan, 
Rikishi Phatu, Test, Mike Awesome. 

June 2000: Chris Jericho's Deadliest Enemy: 
His Ego! Also: Tazz. Kidman-Torrie, Nash-Funk, 
Buff Bagwell, New Jack. 

July 2000 (Special Issue): It's True! Kurt Angle 
Will Be Hotter Than The Rock In Six Months! 
Also: Elizabeth, Steve Blackman, Norman Smiley, 
Spike Dudley, personal questions. 

Aug. 2000: WrestleMania 2000: The Real Win- 
ners & Losers! Also: Dustin-Funk, Eddie Guer- 
rero, ECW extreme?, WCW analysis, 

Sept. 2000: Those Damn Dudleys! Is There An 
Evil Act Fans Won't Cheer? Also: Billy Kidman, 
Taka Michinoku, Yoshihiro Tajiri, Jeff Jarrett. 

Oct. 2000 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Kurt Angle, Malenko-Saturn, Lance Storm. 
Tori, Jumbo Tsuruta, ECW headiiners. 

Nov. 2000: When Will Triple-H Proclaim ... “I'm 
Sick Of Being A McMahon!” Also: Trish Stratus, 
Shane Douglas, Hulk Hogan, Kevin Nash, Yo- 
shihiro Tajiri. 


[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH JANUARY 2001) 
Jan. 2001: Olympic Games: What Kind Of Angle 
Has Curt Been Running? Also: Tazz-Lawler, Big 
Vito, Stacy Keibler, Chris Benoit, Kid Kash, Chyna. 

March 2001: Who Knows The Rock's Role? Is 
He Ditching Wrestling For Hollywood? Also: 
Trish Stratus, Billy Gunn, Jarrett-Sting, C.W. 
Anderson, Booker T. 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Tip Sheet: What 
You Must Know About The Event Of The Year! 
Also: Scott Steiner, Dudleys, Malenko & Lita, 
Shane Douglas, Raven. 

Aug. 2001: Game Face! We Haven't Seen Hunt- 
er's Ugly Side ... But Just Wait! Also: WWF vs. 
WCW, Kurt Angle, Vince McMahon, Booker T, 
Hardys & Lita, Haas brothers, WCW babes. 

Oct. 2001: Will Debra Ice Stone-Cold? Also: 
Vince vs. Shane, Chyna, William Regal, former Big 
Three stars. 

Dec. 2001: The WWF-WCW Dream Matches We 
Really Want! Also; Tazz, Dudleys, Perry Saturn, 
Johnny Valentine, 100 WCW facts. 

Feb. 2002: RVD: The Story You've Been Mis- 
sing For 10 Years! Also: Hardys, Randy Orton, 
Shawn Stasiak, Tumbuckle Turkey Awards. 

April 2002: Feud Alert! The Lowdown On 2002's 
Hotest Showdowns! Also: Rikishi, Stacy Keibler, 
Shane Helms, 2001 report cards. 


June 2002: Special Comeback Issue: Triple- 
H, Chris Benoit, Kevin Nash. Also: Chris Jer- 
icho, Howard Stern, hypothetical unification 
showdowns. 

Aug. 2002: WrestleMania X8: The Real! Winners 
And Losers. Also: Hulk Hogan, Scott Steiner, 
Jamie Noble, Jarrett-Christopher, All-Japan. 

Oct. 2002: Dark Side Be Damned! Undertaker's 
At His Best As Himself! Also: Ric Flair, Triple-H, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Goldberg, WWE-Hollywood. 
Dec. 2002: The Impossible Dream, Part 2: Can 
Angle Win Another Olympic Gold? Also: Shane 
McMahon, PTC-WWE, Trish Stratus, Malice, next 
best things. 

Feb. 2003: HBK’'s Miracle Comeback: Will The 
Fans Let Him Make The Smart Choice? Also: 
Edge, RVD, Chuck & Billy, Russ Haas Memorial, 
Turnbuckle Turkeys. 

April 2003: Big Poppa Pump: On A Dirty Mis- 
sion To Clean Up WWE. Also: Ron Killings, Big 
Show, WWE agents, report cards. 

June 2003: Grabbing For Greatness: Triple-H's 
Desperate Quest For Immortality. Also: Abdul- 
lah, Shawn Michaels, Chris Benoit, WCW winners 
& losers. 

Aug. 2003: WrestleMania XIX: The Supercard 
That Changed The Course Of History! Also: 
Rene Dupree, The Hurricane, Chris Jericho, 
Team Angle, injuries. 

Oct. 2003: Done? Don't Count On It! Stone- 


Cold Will Die if He Can’t Fight! Also: Kliq, Miss 
Elizabeth, D-Lo Brown, FBI, WWE nostalgia. 

Dec. 2003: The 10 Most Respectable Wres- 
tlers Who Get No Respect. Also: Dragon vs. 
Misterio, Hulk Hogan, Lance Storm, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Rhodes, 

Feb. 2004: The Game vs. Da Man: The Death 
War That's Too Brutal To Last! Also: Under- 
taker, Kane-Shane, Shaniqua, Briscoes vs. 
Briscos, Turnbuckle Turkeys. 

April 2004: The Raw vs. Smackdown Super 
Bowl Party: WWE Will Never Be The Same! 
Also: Tajiri, Maven, Carly Colon, Raw report 
cards. 

June 2004: Who Can Tame The Beast That Is 
Batista? Also: Hardcore Holly, Michael Shane, 
Chavo-Eddie, “McSpansion’s” 20th anniversary. 
Aug. 2004: WrestleMania Alumni Agree: Randy 
Orton's Life Is Changed Forever! Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Hall & Nash, Chris Benoit, insiders’ poll, 
Nov. 2004: John Cena: Do We Need To Hate Him 
To Love Him? Also: Shelton Benjamin, Steamboat- 
Punk, Chavo Classic, A.J. Styles, Jonathan 
Coachman, William Regal, OVW streetfight. 

Feb. 2005: Why Randy Orton Will Succeed 
Where Brock Lesnar Failed. Also: JBL, Batista, 
Dudleys, Striker, Jeff Hardy, Turnbuckle Turkeys. 
May 2005: The Return Of Brock Lesnar: Is BL 
The Only Man To Take Out JBL? Also: Maven, 
Hardcore Holly. Lita, TNA, Raw report cards. 





INSIDE WRESTLI. 


Send To: LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


BOX 910 FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 



















CDEC 78 





CMAR 85 


CIMAR 88 





DCUJAN 91 





DJUL 94 





CAUG 98 





CINOV 00 


OIAPR 79 [DWUN85 CIMAY88 (CIFEB91 O0CT94 (OSEP98 (CVJANO1 
CIAUG 80 DSEP8S5 (CWUN88 ([MAR91 CMAR95 (CIOCTS8 MOMMARO}i 
OSEP 80 CWAN86 [WUL 88 DAPRSi1 CWUN95 ONOV98 CMAY01 
OCNOV 80 CDMAR86 (CAUG88 CVUN9I1 OD0CT95 ODEC98 OMAUGOI 
OAPR 81 OCAPR86 (OOCT88 (VUL91 DNOVS5 OHOL98 OOCTO1 
[OMAY 81 CWUN86 DNOV88 OAUG9i CVAN96 (CVJAN99 #£[CODECO! 
OSEP 81 CJUL 86 ODEC 88 (MSEP91 OFEB96 OMARS99 (CFEB 02 
OMAR 82 DAUG86 (CIFEB89 [OCT91 (CIMAR96 CDAPRSS DAPRO2 
OOMAY 82 CISEP 86 (CWUN89 OCNOVS1 CVUNS6 CIMAYS9 CNUN02 
OJUN82 ODOCT86 ODAUGS89 CIDECS1 OCAUGS96 CNUN99 CDAUGO2 
DIAUG 82 ODONOV86 ODOSEP89 CDVANS2 ODOCT96 CVUL99 OOCT 02 
OO0CTs82 OOEC86 OHOCT89 CMMAR92 DONOVS6 DAUG99 ODEC 02 
DCINOV82 (DWAN87 (CINOV8S CIMAY92 QODEC96 (CIOCT39 OFEBO3 
ODEC82 OFEB87 ODEC89 CVUN92 DHOL96 CNOVSS CAPRO3 
DAPR83 DOMAR87 CWAN90 (CUUL92 OFEB97 (ODEC99 (CVUN03 
OJUN83 ODAPR87 OFEB90 QOAUG9S2 DJUN97 QOHOL9S OMAUGO3 
OSEP 83 OMAY87 (OMARS0 OSEPS92 QDOCT97 (CWANOO DOCT 03 
ONOV83 CVUN87 OAPR90 OOCTS2 ONOVS7 (CFEBOO QODECO3 
CAPR 8&4 (CWUL 87 OMAY90 CNOV92 ODODECS7 (LIMARO0O OFEB 04 
CUUN84 DAUG87 CNUNS0 ODEC92 OHOLS7 CAPROO CAPRO4 
CUL 84 OSEP 87 (CNULSO DOMAR93 OFEB98 CDIMAY00 CNUN04 
OAUG 84 OOCT87 DAUGSO0 DAPRS3 OMARS&8 CJUNOO OAUGO4 
OISEP 84 QONOV87 QOSEP90 OMAYS3 DAPR98 CVUL00 CINOV 04 
D0CT84 ODEC87 DOCT90 CVANS94 OMAY98 CMAUGOO OFEB0S5 
ONOV 84 CVAN88 CINOVSO0 OMAY94 CJUNS8 OSEP00 OCMAYO5 


OIDEC 84 


COFEB 88 





CIDEC 90 





CWUN 94 


In case of a Sellout, indicate substitute choice: 





CJUL 98 





COCT 00 


Please send me the back issues I've checked, | enclose $ as payment in full. 









Please indicate method of payment: 
CJ Check or money order 


(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


0 VISA # 


C1) MasterCard # 
Expiration Date; /_ 


MO YR 
Signature: 


Name 


(PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY) 


Address 
City 
State 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be sent boat 
mail, and $3 for every back issue to be sent airmail. International money order in U.S. 
funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Zip 


7131/02.05 4 


FLASHBACK: 


EERE REET EEE EEE EEE RRO EH EEE HEHEHE 


IN EACH ISSUE, WE WILL 
LOOK BACK AT A DEFINING 
MOMENT IN WRESTLING 
HISTORY, ONE THAT 
CHANGED THE SPORT FOR 
BETTER OR FOR WORSE, 
OR PERHAPS BOTH 


A Horrifying Car Crash Ends A Promising Career 


Terry Allen entered the NWA in 1984 and quickly 
became one of the promotion’s hottest prospects. He 
adopted the name Magnum T.A. due to his resemblance 
to actor Tom Selleck, who portrayed the title character on 

rile to what a ne ee the CBS hit show Magnum P.I., 
is is what Magnum T.A.’s Porsche 

looked like after the horrible accident 2" formed an extremely popUu- 

in October 1986. He truly was lucky to lar tag team with Dusty Rhodes 

get out of the car alive that night. known as America’s Team. 


[INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


Magnum had a rare blend of wrestling ability, charis- 
ma, promo skills, and sex appeal, and many insiders 
thought he was destined to become NWA World champi- 
on, and a dominant one at that. At Starrcade 1985, 
Magnum beat his arch-rival, Tully Blanchard, in a bloody 
steel cage match to win the U.S. title, a championship 
that often proved to be a steppingstone to that World title. 

In 1986, Magnum faced evil newcomer Nikita Koloff 
in a best-of-seven series for the U.S. title. Koloff went 
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NWA promoter Jim Crockett Jr. was one of many to visit Magnum in the hos- 
pital after his accident. He got letters of support from thousands upon thou- 
sands of NWA fans. 


up 3-0 before Magnum tied the series and forced a 
deciding match. Koloff managed to win the seventh bout 
due to interference from manager/uncle Ivan Koloff and 


Krusher Khrushchev. It 
The rehabilitation process was long and gruel- us r break 
ing, though Magnum did his best to stay posi- was actually a break for 


tive. He would at least be able to walk again. Magnum in a sense. He 
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lost his championship, but now he was free to move 
on and challenge Ric Flair for the World title. He was 
poised for the biggest breakthrough of his career. 
some analysts predicted Magnum could become the 
NWA’s answer to Hulk Hogan. 


WHAT HAPPENED 

On October 14, 1986, Magnum wrestled what would 
be the last match of his career, beating Jimmy Garvin in 
Greenville, South Carolina. After the match, Magnum 
drove home to Charlotte, North Carolina, in his $53,000 
Porsche. He dropped off Dick Murdoch at a restaurant at 
which some of the NWA wrestlers were unwinding, and 
started off through the rain on his way home. 

As he drove down Sardis Road, Magnum felt his car 
begin to hydroplane over the puddles in the road. Re- 
membering he was in a high-performance sports car, 
he hit the gas to try to regain control, but the Porsche 
cut diagonally across the road and slammed into a pole 
on the side of the street. 

The car was totaled. Magnum had broken his back 
and was unable to move. For more than an hour, he 
sat in the shell of the car and waited for someone to 
find him. 

When rescue personnel finally arrived on the 
scene, they had to cut him out of the wreckage to 
remove Magnum’'s 230-pound frame from the car. He 
was rushed into surgery and remained in the hospital 
for several weeks. He received more than 75,000 


cards and letters from concerned fans. Doctors 
weren't sure if he would ever be able to walk again, 
but every prognosis agreed on one thing—his wres- 
tling career was over. 


Magnum’s accident changed the face of the NWA. 
Professing deep respect for Magnum as an opponent 
and a human being, Nikita Koloff turned his back on 
his uncle and became a fan favorite, teaming with 
Rhodes as The Superpowers. 

After a lengthy rehabilitation, Magnum relearned how 
to walk with the aid of a cane. He made an emotional 
return to wrestling at the 1987 Crockett Cup Tourna- 
ment, at which he slowly walked to ringside to support 
Rhodes and Koloff in their finals match against Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson. 

It was a bittersweet moment. Fans were happy to 
see Magnum back on his feet and recovering, but they 
realized the Magnum they knew and loved—the mas- 
ter of the belly-to-belly suplex and the next in line to 
the World title—would never wresile again. 

Magnum made a handful of appearances in the 
NWA over the next four years, managing Sting and Lex 
Luger in the 1988 Crockett Cup Tournament and han- 
dling some announcing duties. Today, he is able to 
walk without the aid of a cane and owns a cell phone 
tower company. He has also appeared at numerous 
wrestling reunions, conventions, and fanfests. 

Magnum’s story remains one of wrestling’s great- 
est tragedies, and a cautionary tale for all professional 


me it was an emotionally charged night in 1987 as Magnum slowly made his way 
to the ring (left) to support his old friend Dusty Rhodes and new friend Nikita 
Koloff, to whom he also offered heartfelt embraces (above). 


athletes and performers. Everything can change in the 
blink of an eye, and fate is not at your control. 
lf you were an NWA fan in 1986, you almost had to 


ask, “What if?” 


lf he had remained healthy, Magnum could have been 


one of the biggest 
stars of the 1980s, 
early-1990s, and 
maybe beyond. He 
could have been 
one of the fan fa- 
vorites who toppled 
Flair and had multi- 
ple long runs as 
World champion. 
Perhaps Vince Mc- 
Mahon would have 
lured him away 
from the NWA at 
some point and 
made him an even 
bigger star. Or he 
could have come 
up short in his 
quest to become 
wrestling next big 
thing and faded 
away quickly. We 
will never know for 


sure, and that is 


why that one rainy 
night in 1986 still 
resonates so deeply 
in the wrestling 
world today. 0 
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Magnum’s saga, unfortunately, does not end with 

him defying the odds and returning to the ring to win 


the NWA World title from Ric Flair. You have to won- 
der just how big a star he might have become. 
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6’7”, 306 
2005—5 
2004—15 
2003—Not listed 
2002—36 
2001—45 
2000—87 
1999—78 
1998—102 
1997—173 
1996—150 
1995—327 
1994—210 
1993—301 

WWE heavyweight 
WWF World tag team (3 times) 

WWF European 

WWF hardcore (17 times) 

NWA North American 

Global Wrestling Federation tag team 
Most Hated Wrestler: 

1st runner-up (2004) 

Most Improved Wrestler: 

3rd runner-up (2004) 

Tag Team of the Year: 

3rd runner-up (2001) 
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ise (8.5): John Bradshaw Layfield combines a smash- 
mouth style with an extraordinary degree of calculating preci- 
sion. No, JBL doesn’t use his intellect to determine the right 
moment to follow a fireman’s carry with a side salto, but he 
always seems to explode with a three-point tackle or clothes- 
line from hell at the perfect time. 

(9.0): Again, Layfield’s effective defensive tactics 
have nothing to do with counterwrestling skills. JBL, to bor- 
row Larry Zbyszko’s famous phrase, has mastered the game 
of human chess. Layfield doesn’t worry about the side head- 
lock or armbar in which he’s trapped at the moment. He’s 
already thinking about the finish. 

(10.0): Who ever thought the beer-swilling, 
cigar-puffing, poker-playing Bradshaw had the heart and 
mind of a champion? After all the fun and games with 
Faaroog, Bradshaw was anxious to apply everything he had 
learned during his decade in the business. JBL is as savvy a 
wrestler as he is an investor. 

: (8.0): Layfield admitted during his WWE 
title reign that he had the “athletic ability of a drunken ele- 
phant.” JBL would possess more athletic ability if he spent 
more time in the gym. The former WWE champ has never 
boasted a bodybuilder’s physique, but he was nearly 20 
pounds lighter when he debuted in 1992. He should switch to 
lite beer. 

cier (7.5): During his nine-month 
WWE title reign, Layfield was lucky that he 
didn’t have too many challengers with a for- 
midable knowledge of scientific wrestling. 
Eddie Guerrero was the notable exception. 
When Layfield is faced with a particularly 
tough opponent, he always opts for a Texas 
bullrope or no-DQ match. He’s definitely a 
brawler. 

1 (8.0): When JBL was the WWE 
champ, his mediocre stamina caused him to 
be viewed less favorably than the men who 
held Raw’s World title during the same peri- 
od, namely Chris Benoit, Randy Orton, and 
Triple-H. He simply couldn’t deliver the 
same quality of marathon matches as those 
champions—and Smackdown suffered for 
it. 

r (8.5): When young John Hawk 
entered the business, he patterned his 


(4) : You’re never going to get anything fancy from 
JBL. He’ll often wear down an opponent with 
: a Sleeperhold. It also gives him a chance to 

: take a bit of a breather. 
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career after Barry Windham, who, like JBL, was farm boy 
strong and Texas tough. Layfield is most effective when he 
can gather a head of steam, either for a shoulderblock or a 
clothesline from hell. It's no surprise that Layfield was once a 
tackle for the NFL’s Oakland Raiders. 

(8.0): The “drunken elephant” rears its ugly trunk 
again. The much-faster Rey Misterio Jr. caused Layfield quite 
a bit of trouble recently. During his WWE title reign, Layfield 
was no match for Eddie Guerrero, Booker T, or Kurt Angle in 
terms of speed. But against foes such as The Undertaker and 
The Big Show, his quickness was adequate. 

(9.0): Eddie Guerrero 
bashed him with a cowbell. The Undertaker power-bombed 
him through the moon roof of a limousine. The Big Show bru- 
talized him in a steel cage surrounded by barbed wire. JBL 
has survived lots of punishment. But when John Cena repeat- 
edly battered him with a steel chair at Judgment Day, JBL 
had to say, “I quit.” Odd. 

(9.0): Smackdown has been 
criticized for its stagnant roster as of late, but it remains one 
of wrestling’s most competitive rosters. Although JBL lost the 
WWE title at WrestleMania 21, he has remained in the main 
event mix—and is the only man to face both Batista and 
John Cena in high-profile matches during the past year. 
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(2) : JBL didn’t do nearly as well in his feud 
: with Batista as he had hoped. It wasn’t 
: for lack of trying, though. He was re- 
: lentless in his pursuit of his “The Ani- 
: mal” both inside and outside the ring. 





(3) : Rugged brawler that he is, you'd think 
: JBL would have the advantage in a 
: head-on collision with John Cena. It 
: didn’t work out that way, though. 
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JBL has the ability to flatten 
: someone like Booker T in an 
: all-out brawl. But his question- 
: able speed, stamina, and tech- 
: nical skill could also hurt him. 


@: JBL could really stand to diversify his reper- 
toire. Batista had to have anticipated this 
power bomb attempt ... and was ready to 
backdrop his way out of it. 


Whether he’s been called John Hawk, Justin “Hawk” Brad- 
shaw, Blackjack Bradshaw, Bradshaw, or John Bradshaw Layfield, the cor- 
nerstone of his repertoire remains the clothesline. Inspired by Stan Hansen's 
stationary lariat, as well as Barry Windham’s high-impact looping lariat, 
Layfield merged the two versions into the clothesline from hell. Old-fashioned 
Texas right hands, stomps, and shoulderblocks round out his arsenal. 

By teaming with wrestlers as diverse as Bobby Duncum Jr. and 
Ron Simmons (Faarooq), Layfield has shown an ability to mesh well with ath- 
letes of different styles—both as partners and opponents. From his early 
feuds with Savio Vega and Freddie Joe Floyd (Tracey Smothers) to his current 
rivalries with Batista and Rey Misterio Jr., Layfield has learned from all of his 
experiences to become a better wrestler. 

Layfield has been satisfied with learning from his accumu- 
lated experiences, but he has never taken a critical look at his in-ring ability 
and career. His technical skills have always been questionable, so why didn’t 
he join Dory Funk Jr.’s dojo or go on the mat with Tom Prichard? He takes 
pride in his lack of athleticism. JBL wants to be World champion, but he 
doesn’ t Strive to be the best he can be. 

Layfield’s defining career moment was not 
his WWE title victory over Eddie Guerrero on June 27, 2004. It came eight 
months later, on February 22, 2005, when JBL kicked off a Smackdown tap- 
ing by celebrating a milestone: He had become the longest-reigning WWE 
champion since Shawn Michaels’ title reign in 1996. Who would have ever 
expected JBL to dominate the Smackdown brand for so long? Who would 
have expected him to dominate at all? 

After being dominated by WWE champion John Cena and World 


champion Batista, where can Layfield possibly take his career? As a superb 9 
tag team specialist, he could find a partner and make a run for the gold. Or & 
JBL, who inhales the red, white, and blue and embodies many of the qualities fia 
that the “red states” hold dear, could become a plausible fan favorite. He fam 

was being portrayed as such at the outset of the Raw-Smackdown feud. But 
where is Muhammad Hassan when JBL needs him? 
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about the matchup. He wasn’t on some Internet broad- 
cast, either. When he threw out Austin’s name, Hogan 
was standing in a WWE ring with a WWE microphone 
thrust in front of his face and a WWE camera crew 
catching his every word for live worldwide broadcast. 
Have no doubt that he was cleared by Vince Mc- 
S: IT BEGINS. At “WWE Homecoming,” Hulk Mahon and everyone else in the WWE hierarchy to 
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Hogan teased a match against “Stone-Cold” — say exactly what he said. Hogan walked to that ring 

Steve Austin for WrestleMania. It wasn’t the first for one reason and one reason only: to begin the 

time we've heard Hogan talk about the possibility, but build of momentum for a WrestleMania match 

this time Hogan wasn’t on some radio show talking against one of the few wrestlers who can claim to be 
: as big a star as Hogan himself. 

Austin responded to his name 
being thrown out by Hogan in an atyp- 
ical manner: He did nothing. Having 
given Stone-Cold stunners to Vince, 
Shane, Stephanie, and Linda Mc- 
Mahon earlier, Austin was probably 
well into his evening's libations when 
Hogan uttered his name. The fact that 
he didn’t come out with fists swinging 
and middle fingers extended indicates 
that the match is not a done deal. 

Nor should it be. Hogan vs. Austin 
might challenge all kinds of pay-per- 
view and box-office records, but that 
doesn't necessarily mean that the 
match should take place. There’s a 
lot involved in that match for both 
men, and for WWE, too. Their bodies 
| are far from peak wrestling condition, 
and neither Hogan nor Austin wants 
to look bad against the other. A bad 
match on such a huge stage would be 
embarrassing. Hogan and Austin don't 
want to risk that even a little bit. 

Even though both men will never 
be more than part-timers ever again, 
they're still proven commodities; 
WWE doesn't want their vulnerabili- 
ties exposed. If WWE books the 
match, it'll only be because it believes 
Hogan and Austin will still be capable 
of making the company money in the 
future, too. 

InsipE WrestLinG Publisher Stu 
Saks, Editor-in-Chief Dave Lenker, 
and Senior Writers Will Welsh and 


Hulk Hogan vs. Shawn Michaels at SummerSlam was magic. Few would deny that. Few would also 
deny that HBL deserves most of the credit. Could Steve Austin in 2006 do the same for Hogan? 
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Dan Murphy sat down to discuss whether WWE should 
book Hogan vs. Austin for WrestleMania 22 and the 
risks that go along with making the decision. 


It's good to have everyone back. Today, 
we're going to discuss something that we've talked 
about in this office many times, both officially and just 
when shooting the bull—Hulk Hogan vs. Steve Austin. As 
you all know, the hype for this match might have started 
at “WWE Homecoming,” when Hulk Hogan threw out 
Austin’s name as a possible WrestleMania 22 opponent. 
Reaction the following day was mostly muted, but | really 
think the possibility of this match taking place deserves 
analysis. Will, you wrote a column for pwi-online.com 
following Hogan’s appearance, so why don’t you start. Is 
Austin vs. Hogan a legitimate WrestleMania match? 

From a short-term money-making 
standpoint, yes, it absolutely is. Fans will want to see 
Austin vs. Hogan. They’ve been waiting years for it. It’s 
been considered a dream match ever since Austin start- 
ed nailing stunners on anyone who got in his way. In 
some ways, it almost needs to happen; fans want to 
know who is the best ever, the brightest star of all-time, 
and the outcome of this match would go a long way 
toward defining just who that person is. 

But... 
I: But if this match was going to happen, it 
should’ve happened years ago, when Hogan 
was just a little younger and more mobile 
and Austin was still a wrestler. |’m afraid 
that these two men, no matter how iconic in 
the sport they've become, simply don’t have 
want it takes to live up to the hype that a 
match between them would generate. 


But why should 
WWE worry about how 
good the match between 


Most of what “Stone-Cold” has done in 
the ring since 2002 has involved more talk 
than action. The talk building up this 
dream match should be great. We don’t 
know if the action will follow suit. 


Austin and Hogan is? 
Vince McMahon has a re- 
sponsibility to the company and his shareholders to 
make as much money as possible. In some people's 
minds, not booking Austin vs. Hogan just because the 
match might not live up to expectations is shirking that 
responsibility. Murph, where do you stand on the issue? 
It's hard to say, Stu. Unlike Will, 
’m not going to completely write Hogan and Austin off. 
For some reason, he seems to believe that they’re inca- 
pable of delivering an epic match. I’m not so sure of that. 
So you think that a four- or five-star match 
is a possibility? 

For a one-time deal at WrestleMania, 
anything is a possibility, Stu. Do | think it’s likely? No. 
But both of these men have been around. They’ve faced 
less-than-accomplished wrestlers and made them look 
like actual contenders before. Given the fact that they’re 
facing each other, they should be able to give us some 
kind of match that would allow them to play to their 
strengths while hiding their weaknesses. We’re not talk- 
ing about green rookies here. Hogan and Austin know 
all the tricks of the game. If anyone can pull off a Wres- 
tleMania match like this, it’s two of the greatest—and 
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be really, really good 
from them. Rock against Hogan at WrestleMania in 
2002 wasn’t even a good technical match. But they 
made it special, the atmosphere was electric, and it 
was voted our Match of the Year. 

SAKS: | can see your point. Dave, you've been quiet 
so far. What’s your take on all this? Is Hogan vs. Austin 
a legitimate match for WrestleMania 22? 

DAVE LENKER: In some ways, this match has 
to happen. It’s the one match that practically every 
long-time fan wants to see. Hogan vs. Austin, | don’t 
know if a bigger, more star-studded match is out 
there. And as Hogan showed during his match with 
Shawn Michaels at SummerSlam, it is possible for 
him to participate in a well-received match. 

SAKS: Participating ... interesting word choice. 

LENKER: | used that word on purpose, Stu. Hogan 
participated in that match with 
Michaels. He didn’t carry that 
match, he wasn’t the main rea- 
son the match was so good, 
and he doesn’t really deserve 
that much of the credit for its 
success. He did, however, par- 
ticipate in it. Just the fact that 
he’s Hulk Hogan standing in the 
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and he knows his limitations. 

SAKS: But can Austin do what Michaels did? Will 
his neck allow it? 

LENKER: It seems doubtful, doesn’t it? But | 
wouldn’t count Austin out. He seemed more his old 
self at “WWE Homecoming” than he’s seemed in a 
very long time, and | can almost guarantee that Austin 
won't step in that ring with Hogan unless he believes 
he can pull the match off. His ego won't allow him to 
look bad in the ring with Hogan. It just won’t. His neck 
could hold up for one match. 

WELSH: | definitely think you're right about that, 
Dave. Hogan will step in the ring with Austin and do his 
best no matter what, because he doesn’t really have any- 
thing on the line. The same thing with the Michaels 
match. Hogan got in there with Michaels—and a disgrun- 
tled Michaels at that—not knowing if HBK was going to 


“Hogan and Austin know all the tricks of the 
game. If anyone can pull off a WrestleMania 
match like this, it’s two of the greatest—and 
smartest—wresilers to ever step in the ring. It 
wouldn't have to be a technical masterpiece 
to be really, really good from them.” 


—Dan Murphy 








be professional or 
not. Of course, from 
Hogan's standpoint, if 
that match had come 
off poorly, he knew 
that he'd take little 
blame and Michaels 
would take the brunt 
of it. It's not like any- 
one was expecting 
Hogan to do planchas 
and huracanranas. a 
: So you 
think people will 
expect Austin to 
carry the match i 
with Hogan? 

| think 
people will put more 
of the weight on him 
than on Hogan. 

a | 
have to agree. Aus- 
tin would shoulder 
the blame if it was 
bad. Even without 
wrestling for three 
years, he’s the young- 
er, more mobile guy. 

I'm not 
Sure you guys are 
correct on this. Ho- 
gan has had a rath- 
er acrimonious relationship with the fan base at 
times. It’s entirely possible that Austin would escape 
blame if the match were to turn bad, because fans 
today can be almost as quick to boo Hogan as they 
are to cheer him. Austin may have gotten a little 
stale in recent years, but fans never turned against 
him. They've given him a free pass. They haven't 
always given Hogan that luxury. But let me throw this 
out there: What if the match turned out better than 
expected? What if it were actually really good? 

: That’s a fairly big “if,” Stu, but it’s a 
fun question to entertain. Austin and Hogan would 
probably share the credit equally, unless it was obvi- 
ous that one or the other did the majority of the work. 
Then would come the gamesmanship between them, 
as they both tried to take the majority of the credit. 

Do you think that would happen? 

Sure. If you ask me, the biggest thing 
standing in the way of this match isn’t the condition 
of Hogan’s and Austin’s bodies, it’s the condition of 
their egos. The politics in putting this match together 
would have to be horribly difficult to navigate. Both 

















well be at ’Mania 22. 


men have a lot of 
f creative control. 
That being the 
# case, how in the 
heck do you go 
| about booking this 
match? That's what 
| want to know. 
Very 
carefully, Dan. 
You bring up a real good point, Dan. | 
don’t believe that too many people have thought about 
that, either. There’s so much more to putting this match 
together than hoping that both Hogan and Austin can go 
and make it entertaining. Neither man wants to walk 
away from this match with their legacy damaged or with 
a loss. Hogan believes that he’s the top wrestler of all- 
time, and Austin believes the same thing about himself. 
Okay, around the horn: Would you book it if 
you're Vince McMahon? Dave, let’s start with you. 

If ’m Vince, I'd book it, but I'd also keep 
an eye on the viability of using both men afterward. 
The last thing | would want this match to do would be 
to make either Hogan or Austin unusable in the future. 

Will? 

- If I’m me or Austin or Hogan? No way. If 
I’m Vince McMahon, it’s all about the money. Book it 
and deal with the aftereffects later. 

Murph? 
Vince will do everything in his power 
to get this match done, and | do expect we'll be seeing 
it. Me? I'll just sit back and watch the fireworks. 0 


Knocking Muhammad Hassan about 
the ring wasn’t so hard for Hogan in 
| 2005 (above). And Austin can out- 
talk even the great Roddy Piper 
(left). Their greatest challenge could 
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Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & 
Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Comette, Arn Anderson. 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 
June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Pillman, Konnan. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners 
& Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Biue Meanie. 
Nov. 1996; Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Anmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & Sable, 
Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
Jan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-Bulldog, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Kevin Nash. 

July 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then Hogan: 
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Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, Ric lair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... But Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamvock. 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also: Bischoff-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsiey, ECWA ladder match. 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dirty Deeds 
... And Then He's Outta Here! Also: DeGeneration X, 
Jim Comette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title 
Isn't Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? 
Also: Ric Flair, Headbangers-Rock 'n' Rolls, Chris 
Chetti, Mero & Sable. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report, 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard Is No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 

Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrites, hardcore war. 

Jan. 1999: Stone-Cold’s Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
way title matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Saturn. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: While House Or 
White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve 
Austin, Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow, 

June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats 
He Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: 
Rocky Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body 
parts quiz section. 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Pius: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Dougias-Credible, Big Show- 
McMahons, Disco Infemo, Keirn & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? 
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Yeah, Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, 
Naoya Ogawa. 

Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Fair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Betore The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axl & New Jack, Kevin Nash, 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWF/WCW/ECW women. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
-«» “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Can The WWE Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted McMahon 
Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Flair, 
Kurt Angle, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved 
The WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & 
Rhino, Cyrus. 

Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight. 
Chyna, Or. Sam Sheppard. 

Oct. 2000: Is Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heat? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Flair. 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear Ilssue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceofl! Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Daffney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 

([ALL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH THE JANUARY 2061 ISSUE) 
Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-titude! Does Steph Always Get 
Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson. 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steiner, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions. 

May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hale You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane. 

July 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, 
Undertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 

Sept. 2001: The Rock’s Choice: Honor Over Glory! 
Also: WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, 
Shane-WCW, TCL II, Scott Hall, Vince McMahon, Chris 
Jericho. 

Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudleys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Benoit, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier. 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
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Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Hash-Jericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim At The WWF! Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Chnstian- 
Edge, what's ahead in ‘02. 

May 2002: Ric Flair: 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy. Survivor 
Series. S.AT., report cards, 

July 2002: Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N- 
W-Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon, Jericho- 
Flair, Goldust. 

Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan’s Five 
Remaining Tasks. Also: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Jeff Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002; Who's Next? The Stars That Could 
Replace Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy 
Smith, Ken Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, 
WWE shockers, indy roulette 

Jan. 2003: War Games! WWE Is Out Of Conirol ... 
And Vinnie Mac Loves tt! Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Au. 
Styles, Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian. 

March 2003: The WrestieMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr., Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in ‘03. 

May 2003: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Also: Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria. 

July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A 
Comprehensive Guide To Stone-Cold's Red-Hot 
Comeback. Also: Kurt Angle. Amazing Red. The Sheik, 
Bill DeMott, Al Snow, Ric Flair. 

Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestieMania “B” 
card, Playboy-WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We 
Expect Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: A.J. 
Styles, Freddie Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolu- 
tion of wrestling. 

Jan. 2004: No Fear! Ask Angle ... He’s Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Life! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guerrero-Rock, TNA vs. WWE, Mankind, Hail of Fame. 
March 2004; McMahon vs. McWoman: How Vince 
vs. Stephanie Nearly Ruined WWE! Also: Flair & 
Dusty, Eric Angle, Jeff Jarrett, Shannon Moore, what's 
ahead in ‘04, 

May 2004: Who's Got The Edge? The Inside Story Of 
The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumie Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smackdown report cards. 
July 2004: Stop Right There! RVD Won't Let The 
Young Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, 
Walters-Xavier, HHH-HBK. 

Oct. 2004: Austin, Lesnar, Goldberg: We Know Who'll 
Be Back First. Also: A.J. Styles, Eugene, Rene Dupree, 
mid-year report. 

Jan. 2005: Evolving Beyond Evolution: It's Time For 
Randy Orton To Be A Man! Also: Rey Misterio Jr., 
Kane-Lita, Ron Killings, La Resistance, Eugene- 
Helmsley, Trish-Victonia, Kurt Angle, WWE mid-carders. 
April 2005: PPV Revolution: How Taboo Tuesday & 
Viclory Road Changed Wrestling Forever. Also: 
Eddie Guerrero, Jushin Liger, Edge-Benoit, Kane- 
Snitsky, TNA vs. ROH, Heyman & Heidenreich, Charlie 
Haas, WWE pink slips. 
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JOHN CENA 
260, West Newbury, MA 


(1) WWE champion 


| BATISTA 
318, Washington, DC 
2) World champion 
SATOSHI KOJIMA 
223, Tokyo, Japan 
4) All-Japan Triple Crown cha 
KURT ANGLE 
233, Pittsburgh, PA 


(-) No. 1 contender: WWE title 


SHAWN MICHAELS 


217, San Antonio, TX 


(-) No. 2 contender: WWE title 


EDDIE GUERRERO 
223, El Paso, TX 


(-) No. 1 contender: Worid title 


JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 
-) NWA hea eight champion 


BROCK LESNAR 
297, Minneapolis, MN 


(-) IWGP heavyweight champion 


BOOKER T 
250, Houston, TX 


(-) WWE U.S. champion 


BRYAN DANIELSON 
185, Aberdeen, WA 


(-) Ring of Honor champion 


WWE Champion: 
JOHN CENA 
(C) 260, West Newbury, MA 
1—KURT ANGLE 
(6) 233, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(4) 217, San Antonio, TX 


3—RIC FLAIR 
(-) 243, Charlotte, NC 


4—THE BIG SHOW 
(9) 485, Spartanburg, SC 


5—EDGE 
(3) 240, Toronto, Ontario 


6—TRIPLE-H 
(-) 269, Greenwich, CT 


7—CARLITO 
(2) 220, San Juan, Puerto Rico 


8—KANE 
(10) 326, St. Louis, MO 


9—CHRIS MASTERS 
(7) 270, Santa Monica, CA 


10—ROB CONWAY 
(-) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 


OFFICIAL 


John Cena 


World Champion: 
BATISTA 
(C) 318, Washington, DC 
1—EDDIE GUERRERO 

(6) 223, El Paso, TX 
2—BOOKER T 

(7) 250, Houston, TX 
3—RANDY ORTON 

(-) 265, St. Louis, MO 


4—CHRIS BENOIT 
(5) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 


5—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(2) 163, San Diego, CA 


6—JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
(1) 306, Roscoe, TX 


7—KEN KENNEDY 
(-) 225, Minneapolis, MN 


8—CHRISTIAN 
(8) 225, Toronto, Ontario 


9—MATT HARDY 
(-) 220, Cameron, NC 


10—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
(—) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 


CINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 
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JOEY MERCURY & JOHNNY NITRO 
Combined weight: 417 pounds 
(4) WWE Smackdown tag team champions 

. CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 
-) NWA tag team champions 


LANCE CADE & TREVOR MURDOCH 
Combined weight: 513 pounds 
(—) WWE Raw tag team champions 
, NAOMICHI MARUFUJI & MINORU SUZUKI 
Combined weight: 422 pounds 
(9) GHC tag team champions 
. ROAD WARRIOR ANIMAL & HEIDENREICH 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(3) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
. MASA CHONO & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
Combined weight: 505 pounds 
-) IWGP International tag team champions 
ANDY DOUGLAS & CHASE STEVENS 
Combined weight: 444 pounds 
(5) No. 1 contenders: NWA tag title 
VAL VENIS & VISCERA 
Combined weight: 746 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 
JAMAL & TAIYO KEA 
Combined weight: 591 pounds 
(6) All-Japan International tag team champions 


TONY MAMALUKE & SAL RINAURO 
Combined weight: 377 pounds 
(-) ROH tag team champions 
OVW Champion: ROH Champion: 
JOHNNY JETER BRYAN DANIELSON 
(C) 218, San Diego, CA (—) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
1—KEN DOANE 1—RODERICK STRONG 
(3) 210, Louisville, KY (7) 205, Tampa, FL 
2—MATT CAPPOTELLI 2—AUSTIN ARIES 
(-) 220, Norwich, NY (8) 202, Milwaukee, WI 
3—BRENT ALBRIGHT 3—NIGEL McGUINNESS 
(1) 230, Tulsa, OK (9) 230, London, England 
4—BOBBY LASHLEY 4—A.J. STYLES 
(6) 255, Topeka, KS (6) 202, Gainesville, GA 
5—DEUCE SHADE 5—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(7) 230, Fiji Islands (2) 210, Los Angeles, CA 
6—CHRIS CAGE 6—SAMOA JOE 
(-) 220, Youngstown, OH (1) 270, American Samoa 
7—C.M. PUNK 7—COLT CABANA 
(-) 220, Chicago, IL (—) 235, Chicago, IL 
8—ELIJAH BURKE 8—JAY LETHAL 
(8) 230, Jacksonville, FL (—) 192, Elizabeth, NJ 
9—AARON STEVENS 9—JIMMY RAVE 
(-) 235, Boston, MA (5) 162, Atlanta, GA 
10—DEAN VISK 10—HOMICIDE 


(-) 275, Pittsburgh, PA 


(4) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
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Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are 
compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain title- 
holders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. Note: In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to- 
date as possible, these pages are often the last to be sent to the printer. Thus, the ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 


AMERICAN PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Ken Magnum; 1—WMark Slain; 2— 
Chief Jay Eagle; 3—Steve Cronic; 4—Rowdy James; 5—Zack Salvation; 6—Sir 
Jonathan Buffett; 7—WNick Fury; 8—Dirty; 9—A.J. Frost; 10—The Dark Lion. 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Steve Corino; 1—Shinjiro 
Otani; 2—Mark Jindrak; 3—Ric Converse; 4—Takao Omori; 5—Al Snow; 6— 
Nickie Sixx; 7—Matt Morgan; &—Wavell Starr; 9—Mana; 10—Dallas Page. 


AWA SUPREME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Billy Maverick; 
1—Nic Noble; 2—Chris Blayze; 3—Kliff Hanger; 4—Robert Royale; 5— 
Jamie Morrison; 6—Jack Black; 7—K-Lo; 8—T-Dogg; 9—Dynamite 
Derrick; 10—Eric Draven. 


CHAMPIONSHIP PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Swiichblade; 1—The 
Patriot; 2—King Kong Bundy; 3—Shane Shadows; 4—Leslie Leatherman; 
5—Demolition Ax; 6—Bob Keller; 7—Jake Davis; 8—King Kaluha; 9— 
Hyjinx; 10—Zubov. 


CHAOTIC WRESTLING: Champion—Handsome Johnny; 1—Thomas 
Penmanship; 2—Brian Milonas; 3—John Walters; 4—Luis Ortiz; 5—Chase 
Del Monte; 6—Arch Kincaid; 7—Fred Sampson; 8—Max Bauer; 9— 
Psycho; 10—Craig Stratton. 


CHIKARA: Champion—Shane Storm; 1—Gran Akuma; 2—Mike Quackenbush; 
3—Claudio Castagnoli; 4—Milano Collection AT; 5—Chris Hero; 6—Larry 
Sweeney; 7—Jigsaw; &—Hallowicked; 9—Eddie Kingston; 10—Skayde. 


NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT JEFF JARRETT 
(2) 230, Nashville, TN (5) 230, Nashville, TN 
1—RHINO 1—RHINO 

(5) 275, Detroit, MI (—) 275, Detroit, MI 
2—A.J. STYLES 2—A.J. STYLES 

(1) 202, Gainesville, GA (3) 202, Gainesville, GA 
3—ABYSS 3—PETEY WILLIAMS 

(3) 295, Cincinnati, OH (4) 180, Windsor, Ontario 
4—RAVEN 4—SAMOA JOE 

(C) 243, Short Hills, NJ (7) 270, American Samoa 
5—JEFF HARDY 5—MONTY BROWN 

(-) 216, Cameron, NC (8) 268, Detroit, MI 
6—SAMOA JOE 6—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 

(-) 270, American Samoa (1) 210, Los Angeles, CA 
7—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 7—ABYSS 

(7) 210, Los Angeles, CA (2) 295, Cincinnati, OH 
8—BLACK TIGER 8—JEFF HARDY 

(-) 175, Havana, Cuba (—) 216, Cameron, NC 
S—RICKY MURDOCH 9—LANCE HOYT 

(—) 261, Houston, TX (10) 295, Dallas, TX 
10—TOMMY MARR 10—SABU 


(—) 215, St. Petersburg, FL (—) 223, Bombay, India 


IWA FLASHFIRE: Champion—Don Matthews; 1—Jason Swords; 2—Dale 
Dwindle; 3—War Machine Tank; 4—Golden Eagle; 5—Phillip Pain; 6—Eric 
Thunder; 7—The Executioner; 8—Lance Christopher; 9—Tommy Sawyer; 
10—Casey J. 


NORTHWIND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Storm; 1—Tiger 
Allen; 2—Kodiak; 3—Terry Alan; 4—Jason Strong; 5—Shane Michaels; 
6—Eclipse; 7—Maddawg; 8—Sweet Daddy Cain; 9—Todd Rotten; 
10—Bobby Bass. 


NWA VIRGINIA: Champion—Damian Wayne; 1—Brandon Day; 2—Fergall 
Devitt; 3—Scotty Blaze; 4—Preston Quinn; 5—Frank Parker; 6—Chris Dramen; 
7—WMike Vaughn; 8—Sean Lei; 9—Beef; 10—Dirty Money. 


SUMMIT WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Nikolai Volkoff; 1—Leslie 
Leatherman; 2—Sean Patrick; 3—Joseph Brooks; 4—Steve the Teacher; 5— 
Nicolas Tide; 6—Tank Thomas; 7—Lance Mcintyre; 8—C.A. Elliott; 9—John 
Kermon; 10—Chucky Wynn. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—DJ P-Roc; 1—Aaron 
Devil; 2—Ali Steele; 3—Robert Sheryl; 4—Justin Feeche; 5—SLICK; 6—PITT: 
7—Tyrone Knox; 8—Johnny Lightning; 9—Ace Crusader; 10—VJoe Kool, 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Bison Bravado; 1—Havoc; 2— 
Samu; 3—D.J. Hyde; 4—Sinister X; 5—Sugaa; 6—Rockin’ Rebel; 7—Tommy 


Suede; 8—Greg Matthews; 9—Slugger; 10—L.A. Smooth. 


1—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(1) 223, Tokyo, Japan 


All-Japan Triple Crown champion 


2—BROCK LESNAR i—misnco 8 =F 

(-) 297, Minneapolis, MN (8) 194, Mexico City, Mexico 

IWGP heavyweight champion 2—ULTIMO GUERRERO 
3—TAKESHI RIKIOH (4) 173, Mexico City, Mexico 

(3) 286, Sakurai, Japan 3—EL HWO DEL SANTO 

GHC heavyweight champion (1) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
4—KAZUYUKI FUJITA 4—DR. WAGNER JR. 

(2) 253, Funabashi, Japan (6) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—AKIRA TAUE 5—ATLANTIS 

(-) 265, Chichibu, Japan (2) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
6—KENTA KOBASHI 6—L.A. PARK 

(8) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan (3) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
7—KELJI MUTO 7—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 

(—) 245, Yamanishi, Japan (7) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
8—BLACK TIGER 8—REY BUCANERO 

(-) 175, Havana, Cuba (5) 197, Mexico City, Mexico 
S—MASA CHONO 9—CHARLY MANSON 

(-) 235, Tokyo, Japan (—) 180, Torreon, Mexico 
10—KENSUKE SASAKI 10—LATIN LOVER 


(9) 251, Tokyo, Japan 


(—) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
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ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JAMAL & TAIYO KEA 
(January 16, 2005; beat Hiroshi Tanahashi & Yutaka Yoshie; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TAKA MICHINOKU 
(January 10, 2005; from Kaz Hayashi; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPION: SATOSHI KOJIMA 
(February 16, 2005; from Toshiaki Kawada; Tokyo, Japan) 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: STEVE CORINO 
(June 11, 2005; from Takao Omari; Bay City, Ml) 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING CAN-AM HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ABYSS 
(September 15, 2005; beat Bobby Rude; Windsor, Ontario) 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
DANNY DANIELS & N8 MATTSON 
(February 27, 2005; from Bobby Rude & Petey Williams; Windsor, Ontario) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
SCOTTY CHARISMA 
(February 12, 2005; from John Walters; Newark, DE) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPION: 
CHASE DEL MONTE 
(February 12, 2005; from Nick Malakai; Newark, DE) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE VALEDICTORIANS 
(November 8, 2003; from Joey & Johnny Maxx; Wilmington, DE) 


HEARTLAND WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
CODY HAWK 
(September 23, 2005; from Matt Stryker; Cincinnati, OH) 


HEARTLAND WRESTLING ASSOCIATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MATT STRYKER & TACK 
(October 25, 2005; from Quinten Lee & Ala Hussein; Cincinnati, OH) 


IWA MID-SOUTH HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JIMMY JACOBS 
(April 1, 2005; from Danny Daniels; Herrin, IL) 


IWA MID-SOUTH LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOSH AMBERCROMBIE 
(June 11, 2005; beat Delirious; Philadelphia, PA) 


IWF AMERICAN CHAMPION: SHANE O'BRIEN 
(March 25, 2005; from Biggie Biggs; West Paterson, NJ) 


IWF HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KEVIN KNIGHT 
(October 22, 2005; from Damien Adams; West Paterson, NJ) 


IWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TRAVIS BLAKE & SHAWN DONAVAN 
(October 22, 2005; from Biggie Biggs & Aaron Stride; West Paterson, NJ) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BROCK LESNAR 
(October 8, 2005; from Kazuyuki Fujita in three-way match; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MASA CHONO & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(October 30, 2005; from Shinsuke Nakamura & Hiroshi Tanahashi; Kobe, Japan) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BLACK TIGER 
(October 8, 2005; from Tiger Mask IV; Tokyo, Japan) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JEFF JARRETT 
(October 25, 2005: from Rhino; Orlando, FL) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 


CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
(October 11, 2005; from Andy Douglas & Chase Stevens; Orlando, FL) 
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NWA CYBERSPACE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JEFF JARRETT 
(April 30, 2005; from Slyck Wagner Brown; Wayne, NJ) 


NWA CYBERSPACE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ALL MONEY IS LEGAL 
(June 25, 2005; from Julio Dinero in handicap match; Wayne, NJ) 


OHIO VALLEY WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOHNNY JETER 
(August 3, 2005; from Brent Albright; Louisville, KY) 


OHIO VALLEY WRESTLING SOUTHERN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
CHET THE JET & SETH SKYFIRE 
(October 12, 2005; from Chad & Tank Toland; Louisville, KY) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN CHAMPION: TAKESHI RIKIOH 
(March 5, 2005; from Kenta Kobashi; Tokyo, Japan) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION: KENTA 
(July 18, 2005; from Yoshinobu Kanemaru; Tokyo, Japan) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
NAOMICHI MARUFUJI & MINORU SUZUKI! 
(June 18, 2005; from Scorpio & Doug Williams; Morecambe, England) 


RING OF HONOR CHAMPION: BRYAN DANIELSON 
(September 17, 2005; from James Gibson; Lake Grove, NY) 


RING OF HONOR PURE CHAMPION: NIGEL McGUINNESS 
(August 27, 2005; from Samoa Joe; Williamsville, NY) 


RING OF HONOR TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TONY MAMALUKE & SAL RINAURO 
(October 1, 2005; from Jimmy Jacobs & B.J. Whitmer; New York, NY) 


TNA X CHAMPION: A.J. STYLES 
(September 11, 2005; from Christopher Daniels in three-way match; Orlando, FL) 


WORLD CHAMPION: BATISTA 
(April 3, 2005; from Triple-H; Los Angeles, CA) 


WWE CHAMPION: JOHN CENA 
(April 3, 2005; from John Bradshaw Layfield; Los Angeles, CA) 


WWE CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
(October 9, 2005; from Nunzio; Houston, TX) 


WWE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: RIC FLAIR 
(September 18, 2005; from Carlito Caribbean Cool; Oklahoma City, OK) 


WWE RAW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LANCE CADE & TREVOR MURDOCH 
(September 18, 2005; from The Hurricane & Rosey; Oklahoma City, OK) 


WWE SMACKDOWN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 

JOEY MERCURY & JOHNNY NITRO 

(October 25, 2005; from Road Warrior Animal & Heidenreich in four-way match; 
San Francisco, CA) 


WWE U.S. CHAMPION: BOOKER T 
(October 18, 2005; from Chris Benoit; Reno, NV) 


WWE WOMEN'S CHAMPION: TRISH STRATUS 
(January 9, 2005; from Lita; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BISON BRAVADO 
(July 8, 2005; from Rockin’ Rebel; Allentown, PA) 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TONIC & THE DYNAMIC SENSATION 
(July 9, 2005; from The Untouchables; Bushkill, PA) 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (LPWS) 9 ISSUES -$56;55- 


INSIDE oe (LINW) 4 ISSUES 
THE WRESTLER (LWRR) 4 ISSUES 


Please indicate method of payment: 


__| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


(} VISA [| MasterCard 
a 
Expiration Date: =) 

MO/YR 
Signature: 


6391/08-05 
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For Canada and all other countries: Pro Wrestling Illustrated: $35.47 for a 9-issue sub- 
scription ($50.77 airmail); Inside Wrestling & The Wrestler: $30.20 for an 8-issue sub- 
scription ($43.80 airmail). All orders outside the U.S., international money orders in U.S. 
funds only, Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first magazine. OFFER 
EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2005. 
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fools by Dan Murphy 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling INustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. 
Hit happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
/Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 





PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
== the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 





| £.UPDATED EVERY WEEKDAY AND AFTER PA Y-PER-VIEW EVENTS — 


new number! call now! 
-3500-ec6-4PWiI 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


5913/01-04 





